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MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

 
  REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – WEDNESDAY, MARCH 10, 2021 - 7:30 P.M 
 
 The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Closter held a Regular Meeting on Wednesday,  
February 10, 2021. Mayor Glidden called the meeting to order at 8:30 p.m. and read the following statement 
into the record: 
 
DUE TO PUBLIC HEALTH CONSIDERATIONS, THIS REGULARLY SCHEDULED 
MEETING OF THE CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE HELD BOTH 
TELEPHONICALLY and VIA ZOOM VIDEO. 
 
You may join Zoom meeting including video by accessing the information posted in the Borough 
Calendar on the Borough website by visiting www.closterboro.com and clicking the link on the left 
sidebar for Calendars and Notice of Meetings and click on the corresponding date. 
 
To join via Telephone Audio Only:  
 
 TOLL FREE:  +1 646-558-8656; MEETING ID:  864 2063 3673; PASSWORD: 8675309 
 
If Executive session is required, the Council will retire to a closed session at the conclusion of the Regular 
Meeting pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 and follow the procedures provided in this statute. 
 

1.        PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT 
 

 This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of 
New Jersey, was included in the Notice of 2021 Mayor and Council Meetings which was published in 
The Record on January 15, 2021 and The Star Ledger on January 18, 2021, was posted on the Municipal 
Clerk’s bulletin board and on the Borough website, and has remained posted as the required notices under 
the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available to the public and is on file in the 
office of the Municipal Clerk. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
 
The following persons were present: 
 Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr. 
 Borough Administrator, Edward Hynes 
 Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola 
 Borough Clerk, Arlene Marie Gray 
 IT Coordinator, Kevin Whitney 
 
The following persons participated via telephone: 
 Councilpersons Scott Devlin, Alissa Latner, Dolores Witko, Joseph Yammarino,  
   Jannie Chung and Victoria Amitai 
 Borough Attorney, Edward T. Rogan 
 Chief Financial Officer, Joseph Luppino 
 Chief of Police, Jack McTigue 
 

3. MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS: 

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

*Environmental Commission 

Member /                                                    
Shade Tree Liaison / Chair 

Nancy Pergament 
Resigned 1/22/21 Krishna Rege 

3 Years 
Unexp. 

(Pergament) 31-Dec-23 

Member/Historic 
Preservation Liaison 

Bobbie Bouton-Goldberg    
Resigned                    Modi Feibish 

3 Years 
Unexp. 

(Goldberg) 31-Dec-23 

Associate Member Ethel Abrams Sophia Suarez 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Associate Member Bobbie Bouton-Goldberg NO APPOINTMENT 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

*Planning Board 
 

Class IV Member Ann Brewster  Ann Brewster 

4 Years                     
Unexp. 

(Brewster) 31-Dec-22 

*Shade Tree Commission     

Member /  
Shade Tree Liaison Nancy Pergament NO APPOINTMENT 

5 Years 
Unexp. 

(Pergament) 31-Dec-21 
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4a. REVIEW OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
  

Motion approving the Consent Agenda minus Item No. 11 was made by Councilwoman Latner, 
seconded by Councilman Devlin and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of 
Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai. 
 
RESOLUTIONS 
 

5. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A LENGTH OF SERVICE AWARD PROGRAM (LOSAP) 
CONTRIBUTION ON BEHALF OF THE CLOSTER VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT (Received 
from Assistant CFO 3/25/21) 
 

6. RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF H.R. 946 – THE STOP THE ATTACK ON LOCAL TAXPAYERS 
ACT (Received from Borough Attorney 3/1/21) 

 
7. RESOLUTION EXTENDING THE HIRING OF REGISTRAR/LICENSING OFFICIAL/BOARD 

SECRETARY (from 3/1/21 to 5/1/21) Received from Borough Attorney 3/1/21 
 
8. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO RELEASE AND RETURN 

REMAINING TREE BOND ESCROW FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,950.00 TO BOTTEIERI, 
STEVEN AMD LAUREN FOR SATISFACTORY COMPLETION OF ALL REQUIRED 
IMPROVEMENTS UNDER THE AGREEMENT FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 69 LEGION 
PLACE, BLOCK 1003, LOT 22, PER EMAIL DATED 1/26/21 FROM CODE ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICIAL - TREES (Received from Deputy Treasurer 3/2/21) 

 
9. RESOLUTION OPPOSING PROPOSED WATER AND SEWER RATE INCREASES BY SUEZ 

WATER NEW JERSEY (Received from Borough Attorney 3/3/21) 
 
10. RESOLUTION DECLARING SOLIDARITY WITH THE ASIAN AND ASIAN-AMERICAN 

COMMUNITIES (Requested by Councilwoman Chung 3/3/21 - Received from Borough Attorney 
3/3/21) 

 
11. RESOLUTION APPROVING APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY REGISTRAR (Received from Borough 

Attorney 3/3/21)  
 
12. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MAYOR AND CLERK TO EXECUTE THE CONTRACT 

BETWEEN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN AND THE INTERBORO REGIONAL 
COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK FOR THE PERIOD BEGINNING JANUARY 1, 2021 AND 
ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2025 AND THE LOCAL INTERBORO CONTRACT (Received from 
Administrator’s Office 3/4/21) – Requires COF – ETR specifically indicate language regarding funding. 
Vote and Amend.  

 
MOTIONS  
 

13. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING NON-SALARIED APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND 
COMMISSIONS NOT MADE AT THE REORGANIZATION MEETING HELD 1/4/21: 

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Board of Ethics 
 

Member VACANT _______________________ 
5 Years                          

Unexp. (Vacant) 31-Dec-24 

Food and Assistance Board 
 

Member VACANT _______________________ 
2 Years                          

Unexp. (Vacant) 31-Dec-21 

Historic Preservation Commission 

Alternate No. 2 VACANT _______________________ 
2 Years                      

Unexp. (Vacant) 31-Dec-21 
 
13a. MOTION GRANTING APPROVAL FOR ISSUANCE BY POLICE DEPARTMENT OF THE 

FOLLOWING HAWKERS AND PEDDLERS LICENSE FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2021, PER 
BOROUGH CODE CH. 127 (Received from Chief of Police 3/5/21): 

 
  PERMIT NO. 21-01 – FOR ANDREW G. MALAFIS, AMA CATERING, 638 WILDWOOD ROAD, 

W., NORTHVALE, NJ 07647 TO SELL SODAS, COFFEE AND SNACKS FROM FOOD TRUCK, 
SUBJECT TO RECEIPT OF APPROVAL FROM BOARD OF HEALTH 

 
14. REPORTS   
  
 a. CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL – FEBRUARY 2021 (Received 3/3/21) 
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4b. VOTE ON ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
11. RESOLUTION APPROVING APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY REGISTRAR (Received from Borough 

Attorney 3/3/21)  
 
  Councilman Devlin had no comment other than he wished to vote on this item separately.  
 

Motion of approval was made by Councilman Yammarino, seconded by Councilwoman Witko 
and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Latner, Witko, 
Yammarino, Chung and Amitai. Councilman Devlin voted no. 

 
15.        ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY PROPERLY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY 

 
16.        OPEN MEETING TO PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER, PER N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (a)      
  (Subject to 5-minute limit per By-Laws General Rule No. 11) 

 
 Mayor Glidden opened the meeting to the public. 
 
Steve Isaacson, 97 Columbus Avenue, asked if the Borough had any objections to creating a walking path 
along the east side of the railroad tracks - instead of a Closter Rail Trail it will be just a walking path. 
Borough Engineer reminded that is CSX property and Chief McTigue informed they have had issues with 
dumping over there over the years. In answer to Councilwoman Amitai, Mr. Isaacson said there are no 
proposed improvements – they just want permission to walk on it. The Chief said he would discuss it with 
the governing body before making any calls because this is similar to the parking lot issue. 
 
Mr. Isaacson asked if there would be any objections to using the Swim Club building in the future and 
Mayor Glidden reminded we are unable to do anything with it until we have completed the required 
remediation. Borough Engineer explained the DEP application has been delayed because they believe 
there are more wetlands than we do; so it is causing an issue. He said once you are on the property there is 
no way to restrict people from going elsewhere on the property. Mr. Isaacson noted we have been renting 
the parking lot to a construction company and questioned why the residents can’t use the property. 
Borough Administrator reminded that is a temporary provisional agreement to provide parking for 
PSE&G during their upgrades of our natural gas pipelines in town. It was either allow them to park the 
vehicles on the street or use the lot so it is a benefit to the town while they continue the upgrades. Chief 
McTigue explained there are hazardous situations that could arise when working on the mains and the 
materials are stored there for the safety of the project and our residents.   
 
 No one else wishing to be heard, Mayor Glidden closed the meeting to the public. 
 

   Motion approving the following Closed Session Resolution at 8:43 p.m. was made by 
Councilman Yammarino, seconded by Councilwoman Latner and declared carried by Mayor Glidden 
upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai:  

 
12a. OMNIBUS OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT RESOLUTION authorizing the governing body pursuant 

to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 to exclude the public from the next portion of the meeting in order to permit the 
governing body to discuss per N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(7), “Pending or anticipated litigation or contract 
negotiations” and N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(8), “A matter involving public employees” and that the items under 
discussion in the closed meeting would be disclosed to the public at the conclusion of the matters which 
should be within 8 weeks. 
 
 Mayor Glidden resumed the Regular Meeting at 9:24 p.m. 

 
17.        ADJOURNMENT      
 

Motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 9:25 p.m. was made by Councilwoman Latner, seconded by 
Councilman Devlin and declared unanimously carried by Mayor Glidden.  
 
        Provided to the Mayor and Council on  
        April 29, 2021 for approval at the  
        Regular Meeting to be held  
        May 12, 2021 
 
 
        __________________________ 
        Arlene Marie Gray, RMC 
        Borough Clerk  
Prepared by Arlene Marie Gray, RMC 
utilizing recording and Borough Clerk’s  
notes  
 
Approved at the Regular Meeting held May 12, 2021 
Consent Agenda Item No. 17e 
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