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MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

 
         REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12, 2020 - 7:30 P.M.    

 
  The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Closter held a Regular Meeting on Wednesday,  

August 12, 2020. Mayor Glidden called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. and read the following statement into 
the record: 
 

 DUE TO PUBLIC HEALTH CONSIDERATIONS, THIS MEETING WAS HELD TELEPHONICALLY. 
THOSE WHO WISHED TO ATTEND THE MEETING TELEPHONICALLY, WERE INVITED TO JOIN 
BY DIALING:   
 
 TOLL FREE:  +1 646-558-8656; MEETING ID:  838 6351 2931; PASSWORD: 075117 

 
1. PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT 

 
 This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New 
Jersey, was included in the Annual Notice of Meetings which was published in The Record and The Star 
Ledger on January 10, 2020, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and has remained posted as 
the required notices under the Statute.  A Sunshine Notice regarding the change of meeting format was sent to 
The Record for posting on August 7, 2020. In addition, copies of these notices are and have been available to 
the public and are on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk. 
 
 Mayor Glidden read the following statement into the record: 
 
 A COPY OF THIS NOTICE HAS BEEN POSTED ON THE OUTER DOORS 
       OF THE BOROUGH HALL AND ON THE BOROUGH WEB SITE 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
 

The following persons were present: 
 Borough Administrator, Edward Hynes 
 Borough Attorney, Edward T. Rogan 
 Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola 
 Deputy Borough Clerk, Arlene Marie Gray 
 IT Coordinator, Kevin Whitney 
 
The following persons participated via telephone: 
 Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr. 
 Councilpersons Scott Devlin, Alissa Latner, Dolores Witko, Joseph Yammarino, Jannie Chung 
               and Victoria Amitai 
 Chief of Police, Jack McTigue  
 
The following persons were not present: 
 Loretta Castano, Borough Clerk 

 
3. MAYORAL PRESENTATION(S) 

  
4a. VOTE ON CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS    

 
 Motion approving the Consent Agenda minus Item Nos. 13 and 18 was made by Councilman 
Yammarino, seconded by Councilwoman Latner and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative 
vote of Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai. 
 

 RESOLUTIONS  
 
5. BILL RESOLUTION – AUGUST 15, 2020 
 (Received from Deputy Treasurer 8/6/20) 
 
6. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO RELEASE AND RETURN REMAINING 

TREE BOND ESCROW FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $3,900.00 TO SOLAR WHOLESALE, INC. FOR 
SATISFACTORY COMPLETION OF ALL REQUIRED IMPROVEMENTS UNDER THE AGREEMENT 
FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 94 VENUS DRIVE, BLOCK 2011, LOT 7 PER EMAIL DATED 7/22/20 
FROM CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICIAL - TREES (Received from Deputy Treasurer 7/23/20) 

 
7. RESOLUTION APPROVING SETTLEMENT OF TAX APPEALS FOR THE YEARS 2018, 2019 and 2020:  

CLOSTER GROCERY BY STOP & SHOP SUPERMARKET CO. AS TENANT v. CLOSTER BOROUGH 
(Received from Borough Attorney 7/27/20) 

 
8. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE TEMPORARY HIRE OF ALEXANDRA GOODMAN TO ASSIST 

BOROUGH CLERK (for five (5) hours per week, for four (4) weeks, effective July 27, 2020 in the amount of 
a weekly stipend not to exceed $131.35 per week) Received from Assistant CFO 7/28/20 
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9. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO RELEASE AND RETURN UCC 
CONSTRUCTION PERMIT FEE FOR PERMIT #20200161 PAID ON 5/14/20 IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$100.00 FROM THE CURRENT TREASURY FUND TO TANK SOLUTIONS, 180 MARKET STREET, 
KENILWORTH, NJ 07033 PER EMAIL FROM CONSTRUCTION CODE DEPARTMENT  (Received from 
Deputy Treasurer 7/23/20) 

 
10. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DEPUTY TREASURER TO ISSUE A REFUND OF REAL ESTATE 

TAX OVERPAYMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,798.70 TO LERETA, LLC FOR PROPERTY LOCATED 
AT BLOCK 304, LOT 4, TO DUPLICATE PAYMENT FOR THIRD QUARTER 2020  (Received from Tax 
Collector 7/30/20) 

 
11. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE RETENTION OF SUBSTITIUTE REGISTERED MUNICIPAL 

CLERK (Lisette Aportela at a stipend rate of $120.00 per evening Mayor and Council meeting due to the 
absence of the Borough Clerk and/or Deputy Clerk or other Board Secretaries effective 8/13/20) Received 
from Borough Attorney 7/31/20 

 
12. RESOLUTION APPROVING THE BYLAWS OF THE BERGEN COUNTY MUNICIPAL JOINT 

INSURANCE FUND (Received from Administrator’s office 8/3/20) 
 
13. RESOLUTION URGING STATE GOVERNMENT TO CHOOSE FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS WITHOUT 

IMPOSING A STATE PROPERTY TAX (Received from Borough Attorney 8/3/20)  
 
14. RESOLUTION SUPPORTING A4190 (Received from Borough Attorney 8/3/20) 
 
15. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO RELEASE AND RETURN REMAINING 

ESCROW FUNDS TO ERIE 277 LLC DUE TO THE DETERMINATION OF THE BOROUGH ENGINEER 
THAT THE REQUIRED IMPROVEMENTS HAVE BEEN SATISFACTORILY COMPLETED AS 
REQUIRED BY CLOSTER CODE CH. 167, SOIL MOVEMENT FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 50 
PRIMROSE LANE, BLOCK 1405, LOT 1 (Received from Deputy Treasurer 8/5/20) 

 
16. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO  RELEASE AND RETURN REMAINING 

PLANNING BOARD ENGINEERING ESCROW FUNDS TO ERIE 277 LLC FOR SATISFACTORY 
COMPLETION OF ALL REQUIRED IMPROVEMENTS PER PLANNING BOARD PROFESSIONALS’ 
DETERMINATION; AND ALL FEES DUE FOR SERVICES RENDERED HAVE BEEN RECEIVED FOR 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT 50 PRIMROSE LANE, BLOCK 1405, LOT 1 (Received from Deputy Treasurer 
8/5/20) 

 
17. RESOLUTION APPOINTING DEPUTY RECORDS CUSTODIANS UNDER THE OPEN PUBLIC 

RECORDS ACT, N.J.S.A. 47:1A-1 et seq. (Police Department Records - Deputy Custodian - John McTigue, 
Chief of Police; Tax Assessor Records - Deputy Custodian - Angela Mattiace, Tax Assessor) Received from 
Borough Attorney 8/6/20   

 
18. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PREPARATION AND ADVERTISEMENT OF REQUEST FOR 

PROPOSALS FOR THE MACBAIN HOMESTEAD AND FARM LEASE (Received from Borough Attorney 
8/6/20)   

 
19. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF GROUND LEASE AGREEMENT WITH HDC DURIE 

DEVELOPMENT LLC FOR VILLAGE KNOLLS APARTMENTS (Received from Borough Attorney 
8/6/20)   

 
20. RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING VOTE TO ALLOW MAHWAH TREE CORP. ACCESS TO 

BOROUGH PROPERTY LOCATED AT 511 DURIE AVENUE TO REMOVE TREE ON ADJACENT 
PRIVATE PROPERTY (Received from Borough Attorney 8/6/20)   

 
21. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CANCELLING OF COMPLETED GENERAL CAPITAL FUND GRANT 

RECEIVABLES AND UNEXPENDED IMPROVEMENT AUTHORIZATION BALANCES (Received from 
Assistant CFO 8/6/20) 

 
22. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH ENGINEER TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES PERTAINING TO THE PREPARATION OF CONSTRUCTION PLANS 
AND SPECIFICATIONS FOR THE BLANCH AVENUE OVER DWARS KILL PROJECT, FOR AN 
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $98,500.00 (Requested by Administrator 8/6/20 – Received from Borough 
Attorney 8/7/20) 

 
23. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXTENSION OF A TEMPORARY INCREASE IN THE 

NUMBER  OF  HOURS  FOR  A  TECHNICAL  ASSISTANT  IN  THE  BUILDING  DEPARTMENT 
(Received from Borough Attorney 8/6/20) 

 
24. RESOLUTION INSTITUTING A CREDIT CARD POLICY FOR INTERNAL CONTROL (Received from 

Assistant CFO 8/6/20) 
 
 MOTIONS 
 
25. REPORTS    

  
a. CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL – JULY 2020 (Received 8/3/20) 
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26. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING NON-SALARIED APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND 
COMMISSIONS NOT MADE AT THE REORGANIZATION MEETING HELD 1/2/20: 

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Board of Ethics     

Member Joann Hildenbrand NO APPOINTMENT 5 Years 31-Dec-24 

Food and Assistance Board     

Member VACANT NO APPOINTMENT 2 Years 31-Dec-21 

Historic Preservation Commission    

Alternate No. 2 VACANT NO APPOINTMENT 2 Years                          31-Dec-21 

Improvement Commission     

Alternate No. 2 
Andrew Correa 

(Appt’d to Member RM 2/26/20) NO APPOINTMENT 
2 Years 

(Unexp. Correa) 31-Dec-20 

Recreation Commission     

Member 
Steven Potterton 
(Dec. Feb. 2020) NO APPOINTMENT 

5 Years 
(Unexp. Potterton) 31-Dec-22 

 
4b. VOTE ON ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
13. RESOLUTION URGING STATE GOVERNMENT TO CHOOSE FINANCIAL SOLUTIONS WITHOUT 

IMPOSING A STATE PROPERTY TAX, AS AMENDED (Received from Borough Attorney 8/3/20)  
 
  Councilman Devlin requested the Whereas paragraph stating that bonds are waste be removed. No 

objections were voiced. 
 

 Motion of approval AS AMENDED was made by Councilwoman Latner, seconded by Councilman 
Devlin and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, 
Witko, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai. 

 
18. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PREPARATION AND ADVERTISEMENT OF REQUEST FOR 

PROPOSALS FOR THE MACBAIN HOMESTEAD AND FARM LEASE (Received from Borough Attorney 
8/6/20)   

 
 Motion to table this Resolution was made by Councilwoman Chung, seconded by Councilman Devlin 
and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, 
Yammarino, Chung and Amitai. 

 
27. OPEN MEETING TO PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER, PER N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (a)      
  (Subject to 5-minute limit per By-Laws General Rule No.11) 
 
  Mayor Glidden opened the meeting to the public. No one wishing to be heard, Mayor Glidden closed 

the meeting to the public. 
 
28. ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY 
    
29. ADJOURNMENT   
 
  Motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 10:05 p.m. was made by Councilman Yammarino, seconded 

by Councilwoman Witko and declared unanimously carried by Mayor Glidden.  
 
        Provided to the Mayor and Council on 
        January 28, 2021 for approval at the  
        Regular Meeting to be held  
        February 10, 2021 
 
 
 
        ________________________________ 
        Arlene Marie Gray, RMC 
        Deputy Borough Clerk  
 

Prepared by Arlene Marie Gray, RMC 
utilizing recording and  
Deputy Borough Clerk’s notes 

 
Approved at the Regular Meeting held February 10, 2021 
Consent Agenda Item No. 12a 
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