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MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

 
         REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22, 2020 - 7:30 P.M.    
 
  The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Closter held a Regular Meeting on Wednesday,  

April 22, 2020 at 7:30 p.m. as follows: 
 
  DUE TO PUBLIC HEALTH CONSIDERATIONS, THIS MEETING WAS HELD 

TELEPHONICALLY. THOSE WHO WISHED TO ATTEND THE MEETING TELEPHONICALLY 
WERE INVITED TO JOIN BY DIALING:  TOLL FREE: +1 646-307-1312; ACCESS CODE: 7156 
1304 

  
  At this time, Mayor Glidden asked the Deputy Borough Clerk for a Roll Call for quorum 

purposes.  
 

The following persons were present: 
 Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr. 
 
The following persons participated via telephone: 
 Councilpersons Scott Devlin, Alissa Latner, Dolores Witko, Joseph Yammarino, Jannie Chung 
               and Victoria Amitai 

  
1. PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT 

 
 This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of 
New Jersey, was included in the Annual Notice of Meetings which was published in The Record and The 
Star Ledger on January 10, 2020, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and has remained 
posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available 
to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk. 
 
 Mayor Glidden read the following statement into the record:  
 
 A COPY OF THIS NOTICE HAS BEEN POSTED ON THE OUTER DOORS OF THE 
BOROUGH HALL AND ON THE BOROUGH WEB SITE. 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 Mayor Glidden invited all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
3. ROLL CALL 

 
 Mayor Glidden asked the Deputy Borough Clerk to finish the Roll Call at this time. 
 
The following persons were present: 
 Borough Administrator, Edward Hynes 
 Borough Attorney, Edward T. Rogan 
 Deputy Borough Clerk, Arlene Marie Gray 
 IT Coordinator, Kevin Whitney 
 
The following persons participated via telephone: 
 Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola  
 Chief Financial Officer, Joseph Luppino  
 Chief of Police, Jack McTigue  
 
The following persons were not present: 
 Loretta Castano, Borough Clerk 

 
4. MAYORAL PRESENTATION(S) 
 
 BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 2020 ARBOR DAY PROCLAMATION 
 (Received from Mayor’s Office 4/20/20) 
 
  Mayor Glidden read into the record and so declared Friday, April 24, 2020 as Arbor Day in the 

Borough of Closter. 
 
  Mayor Glidden recognized six (6) Hillside School students that entered a contest to create a 

poster showing why they thought trees were worth it. Originally they were to be collected and displayed 
at Borough Hall and the students were to attend and be recognized during the annual Arbor Day 
celebration, but the pandemic eclipsed same. Submissions were made via email and he congratulated the 
following students on a job well done: Anna Kravchuk (kindergarten); Joel Kang (first grade); Demetrius 
Placido (first grade); Sofia Kravchuk (second grade); Madison Du (third grade); and Jacob Lee (third 
grade). 

 



CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22, 2020 - 7:30 P.M.   
 

2 

5. COMMUNICATIONS 
 
a. MAIL LIST OF MARCH 12, 2020 – Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council 
wished to address any matter to provide any comments. Item No. 9 was removed by Councilwoman 
Latner. 
 
Item No. 9: Received 03/10/20, Dated 03/09/20, from Jim Oettinger, Director, Closter Recreation 
Commission, to Loretta Castano; c: Chief Jack McTigue, DPW Superintendent Bill Dahle re Request for 
permission to host a softball game at George Potterton Little League Field on Saturday, June 5, 2021 
between the Wounded Warriors Amputee Softball team and a team of local players 
 Councilwoman Latner noted the request and voiced her support for reserving the date for the 
event. Councilman Yammarino explained it is especially urgent since the softball team travels and 
schedules a year in advance; and due to the pandemic they had to reschedule this year’s season. He voiced 
his support for reserving the date as soon as possible. Borough Attorney informed it could be brought up 
under New Business and approved by voice vote; and he would prepare a memorializing Resolution for 
the May 13th meeting. 
 
b. MAIL LIST OF MARCH 19, 2020 – Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council 
wished to address any matter to provide any comments. No one wished to remove any item for 
discussion. 
 
c. MAIL LIST OF MARCH 26, 2020 – Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council 
wished to address any matter to provide any comments. No one wished to remove any item for 
discussion. 
 
d. MAIL LIST OF APRIL 2, 2020 – Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council wished 
to address any matter to provide any comments. Item No. 6aIb was removed by Councilwoman Amitai; 
Item No. 7 was removed by Councilwoman Latner; Item No. 11 was removed by Councilman 
Yammarino. 
 
Item No. 6aIb: Received 03/27/20, Dated 03/27/20, from NJ State League of Municipalities re NJLM – 
Weekly Round-Up – March 27, 2020, State Issues, COVID-19 Related Temporary Rule Change to 
UCC and DCA Guidance to Municipal Construction Offices 
 Councilwoman Amitai questioned where the Borough stood in terms of construction due to the 
temporary UCC changes. She voiced her understanding that some construction could begin and asked 
where the Borough stood with same. Borough Attorney explained only essential construction can go 
forward at this point in time and Chief McTigue informed there were fifteen (15) points in the Executive 
Order that declared what construction is essential but it is difficult to explain. He said it is something that 
will be continually changed. 
 
Item No. 7: Received 03/27/20, Dated 03/27/20, from Neil L. Winter, Jr. Director – Regional & 
Community Affairs, Rockland Electric Company, to Loretta Castano re Orange & Rockland, Rockland 
Electric Co. Warn Customers: Beware Scammers During Current Health Emergency (Copy sent via e-
mail on 3/30/20 to: Administrator, Chief of Police) 
 Councilwoman Latner asked for the warnings about scammers during the public health 
emergency be posted for residents. 
 
Item No. 11: Received 03/27/20, Dated 03/27/20, from egg@dca.nj.gov to Borough Clerk re LFN 2020-
04 2020 Annual Financial Disclosure Statement Filing (Local Government Officers) Copy to Board of 
Ethics 
 Councilman Yammarino reminded the Board of Ethics has sent out the annual notice regarding 
filing annual Financial Disclosure Statements and asked that if anyone has not done so yet to be mindful 
of the April 30th due date. He asked the Council to speak to their respective Boards and Commissions to 
remind them of compliance. 
  
e. MAIL LIST OF APRIL 9, 2020 – Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council wished 
to address any matter to provide any comments. Item No. 13 was removed by Councilman Yammarino; 
Item No. 14a was removed by Councilwoman Latner. 
 
Item No. 13: Received 04/08/20, Dated 04/08/20, from Marc N. Schrieks, Deputy Chief of Staff, James J. 
Tedesco, III, County Executive Office re The Booker Covid-19 Constituent Resource Guide is here! 
(Copy sent via e-mail on 4/8/20 to: Mayor and Council, Administrator) 
 Councilman Yammarino wanted everyone to be aware of the great program guide from Senator 
Booker’s office because it is a wealth of information worth sharing. 
 
Item No. 14a: Received 04/08/20, Dated 04/08/20, from Patricia Sheats, Regional Public Affairs 
(patricia.sheats@pseg.com) to Loretta Castano re PSE&G Warns Customers of Scammers Taking 
Advantage During Time of Crisis (Copy sent via e-mail on 4/8/20 to: Mayor Glidden, Administrator, 
Chief of Police) 
 Councilwoman Latner asked for the warnings to be posted for residents. 

 
 

mailto:egg@dca.nj.gov
mailto:patricia.sheats@pseg.com
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 At 7:45 p.m., Borough Attorney asked Mayor Glidden that Item Nos. 6, 8, and 10 be held until 8 
p.m. for public participation as advertised out of an abundance of caution. 
 
 Mayor Glidden proceeded to read the Consent Agenda Items starting with Item No. 12. 
 
 At 8:00 p.m., Mayor Glidden continued with the public hearing portion of the meeting. 

 
6.          PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION OF THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE @8:00 P.M. OR AS 

SOON THEREAFTER AS THE MATTER MAY BE HEARD: 
 
 The following Ordinance was introduced at the Regular Meeting held 3/11/20, and was originally 
published in The Record issue of 3/17/20, as stated in the Municipal Clerk’s affidavit of publication.  
Reprint of this Ordinance was posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board in accordance with statutory 
requirements, and copies have been made available to the general public.  
 
ORDINANCE NO. 2020:1268, “CALENDAR YEAR 2020 ORDINANCE TO EXCEED THE 
MUNICIPAL BUDGET APPROPRIATION LIMITS AND TO ESTABLISH A CAP BANK (N.J.S.A. 
40A: 4-45.14)”  
 
 Deputy Borough Clerk reminded the public hearing and adoption was originally scheduled to be 
held at the April 6th meeting, which was canceled due to the pandemic, and therefore, was carried to this 
meeting; and offered her apologies that same was not noted on the Agenda.  
 
 Mayor Glidden read the Ordinance into the record and opened the public hearing. No one wishing 
to be heard, Mayor Glidden closed the public hearing. 
  
 Motion approving Adoption of Ordinance No. 2020:1268 was made by Councilwoman Chung, 
seconded by Councilman Yammarino and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote 
of Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai. 
 

7. RESOLUTION RE WAIVER OF READING IN FULL OF THE 2020 MUNICIPAL BUDGET 
PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:4-8 

 
  Motion of approval was made by Councilman Yammarino, seconded by Councilwoman Latner 

and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, 
Witko, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai. 

 
8. PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION OF THE 2020 MUNICIPAL BUDGET AND RELATED 

RESOLUTIONS @8:00 P.M. OR AS SOON THEREAFTER AS THE MATTER MAY BE HEARD  
 
  The Municipal Budget was introduced at the Regular Meeting held 3/11/20; and the Municipal 

Budget Summary was published in The Record issue of 4/7/20, as stated in the printer’s affidavit of 
publication.  Reprint of the Summary was posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board in accordance with 
statutory requirements, was posted on the Municipal Web Site pursuant to N.J.S.A. 40A:4-10; and copies 
have been made available to the general public.   

 
 Mayor Glidden read the following into the record: The Public Hearing and Adoption of the 2020 
Municipal Budget and Related Resolutions will be held on Wednesday, May 13, 2020 at 8:00 p.m. or as 
soon thereafter as the matter may be heard. 

 
 9. RESOLUTION RE SELF EXAMINATION OF CY 2020 BUDGET 
 TO BE PREPARED BY AUDITOR 
 
  This Resolution will be carried to the May 13, 2020 Regular Meeting Agenda.  
 
 ORDINANCES 
 
10.        PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION OF THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCES @8:00 P.M. OR AS 

SOON THEREAFTER AS THE MATTER MAY BE HEARD: 
 
 The following Ordinances were introduced at the Regular Meeting held 3/25/20, and were 
published in The Record issue of 4/1/20, as stated in the Municipal Clerk’s affidavit of publication.  
Reprint of these Ordinances were posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board in accordance with statutory 
requirements, and copies have been made available to the general public.  
 
 Mayor Glidden read the following into the record: The Public Hearing and Adoption of the 
following Ordinances will be held on Wednesday, May 13, 2020 at 8:00 p.m. or as soon thereafter as the 
matter may be heard: 
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 ORDINANCES (Continued) 
 
10.        PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION OF THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCES @8:00 P.M. OR AS 

SOON THEREAFTER AS THE MATTER MAY BE HEARD: (Continued) 
 
a. ORDINANCE NO. 2020:1269, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 

CHAPTER 200 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER-AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING OVERLAY DISTRICT PURSUANT TO THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 
BOROUGH’S PROFESSIONALS AND IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE BOROUGH 
OBTAINING AN ORDER OF COMPLIANCE FOR THE BOROUGH’S AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING OBLIGATION”  
 

b. ORDINANCE NO. 2020:1270, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER 200 ARTICLE II AND ARTICLE X INDUSTRIAL AREA OF THE CODE OF THE 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER PURSUANT TO THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 
BOROUGH’S PROFESSIONALS AND  IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE OBTAINING OF AN 
ORDER OF COMPLIANCE “  

 
11a. VOTE ON CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS    

 
 At 7:45 p.m. Mayor Glidden read the Consent Agenda items into the record and asked if any 
member of the Council wished to remove any item for discussion. Item Nos. 17 and 18a were removed by 
Borough Attorney; Item No. 18 was removed by Councilman Devlin. 
 

  Motion approving the Consent Agenda minus Item Nos. 17, 18 and 18a was made by 
Councilwoman Latner, seconded by Councilman Yammarino and declared carried by Mayor Glidden 
upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai. 

 
 RESOLUTIONS  
 
12.  BILL RESOLUTION – APRIL 15, 2020 

(Received from Deputy Treasurer 4/1/20) 
 
13. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DEPUTY TREASURER TO ISSUE A REFUND OF REAL 

ESTATE TAX OVERPAYMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,769.17 TO CORE LOGIC FOR 
PROPERTY LOCATED AT BLOCK 1711, LOT 3.01, TO DUPLICATE PAYMENT FOR FIRST 
QUARTER 2020  (Received from Tax Collector’s office 3/20/20) 

 
14. RESOLUTION TO CLEAR OUTSTANDING CHECKS FOR THE CLOSTER MUNICIPAL COURT 

(General Court Account) Received from Municipal Court Administrator 3/6/20) 
 
15. RESOLUTION TO CLEAR OUTSTANDING CHECKS FOR THE CLOSTER MUNICIPAL COURT 

(Bail Court Account) Received from Municipal Court Administrator 3/6/20) 
 
16. RESOLUTION AWARDING A FAIR AND OPEN PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT TO 

NW FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC FOR FINANCIAL ADVISORY SERVICES FOR THE BOROUGH 
OF CLOSTER EFFECTIVE MARCH 26, 2020 – DECEMBER 31, 2020 PURSUANT TO PROPOSAL 
DATED 3/4/20 (Received from Assistant CFO 4/14/20) 

 
17. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONTRACT WITH BOSWELL 

ENGINEERING TO PROVIDE ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE ALIGNMENT DESIGN FOR 
THE VERVALEN STREET & PIERMONT ROAD INTERSECTION IMPROVEMENTS FOR AN 
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $4,500.00 PER PROPOSAL DATED 4/17/20 (Received from 
Administrator’s Office 3/3/20)  

Borough Attorney informed this item was being removed and Mayor Glidden explained there 
would be discussion under New Business with the Borough Engineer regarding this issue. 

  
18. RESOLUTION AWARDING A FAIR AND OPEN PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT TO 

SCIROCCO GROUP INSURANCE, JOHN F. ZISA FOR RISK MANAGEMENT CONSULTANT 
SERVICES FOR THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER EFFECTIVE MARCH 25, 2020 – DECEMBER 31, 
2020 PURSUANT TO PROPOSAL DATED 3/4/20 (Received from Assistant CFO 4/17/20) 

  Councilman Devlin pulled this item for a separate vote. 
 
18a. RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER PROVIDING FOR A SINGLE AND COMBINED 

ISSUE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS; AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF UP TO $4,836,000 
PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2020; AUTHORIZING 
ADVERTISEMENT OF A NOTICE OF SALE; AUTHORIZING THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
TO SELL AND AWARD THE BONDS; DETERMINING THE FORM AND OTHER DETAILS OF 
THE BONDS; AND AUTHORIZING OTHER MATTERS RELATING THERETO (Received from 
Bond Counsel 4/20/20) **2/3 MAJORITY VOTE REQUIRED** 
 Borough Attorney removed this item for a separate vote as it required a 2/3 majority for passage. 
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18b. RESOLUTION CALLING ON RESIDENTS AND BUSINESSES TO HONOR HEALTH CARE 
WORKERS ON THE FRONT LINES OF THE COVID-19 CRISIS AND #LIGHTTHEFIGHT 
(Received from Borough Attorney 4/20/20) 

 
 MOTIONS 
 
19. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING MINUTES: NO ABSTENTIONS 
 (Distributed 4/9/20): 
 

 a. REGULAR MEETING HELD MARCH 25, 2020   
 

20. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING NON-SALARIED APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND 
COMMISSIONS NOT MADE AT THE REORGANIZATION MEETING HELD 1/2/20: 

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Board of Ethics     

Member Joann Hildenbrand NO APPOINTMENT 5 Years 31-Dec-24 

Food and Assistance Board     

Member VACANT NO APPOINTMENT 2 Years 31-Dec-21 

Historic Preservation Commission    

Alternate No. 2 VACANT NO APPOINTMENT 2 Years                          31-Dec-21 

Improvement Commission     

Alternate No. 2 
Andrew Correa 

(Appt’d to Member RM 2/26/20) NO APPOINTMENT 
2 Years 

(Unexp. Correa) 31-Dec-20 

Recreation Commission     

Member 
Steven Potterton 
(Dec. Feb. 2020) NO APPOINTMENT 

5 Years 
(Unexp. Potterton) 31-Dec-22 

 
21. REPORTS    

  
 a. CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL – MARCH 2020 (Received 4/3/20) 
 b. CHIEF OF POLICE – MARCH 2020 (Received 4/22/20) 
   

11b. VOTE ON ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
18. RESOLUTION AWARDING A FAIR AND OPEN PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT TO 

SCIROCCO GROUP INSURANCE, JOHN F. ZISA FOR RISK MANAGEMENT CONSULTANT 
SERVICES FOR THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER EFFECTIVE MARCH 25, 2020 – DECEMBER 31, 
2020 PURSUANT TO PROPOSAL DATED 3/4/20 (Received from Assistant CFO 4/17/20) 

 
 Motion of approval was made by Councilman Yammarino, seconded by Councilwoman Latner 
and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Latner, Witko, 
Yammarino, Chung and Amitai. Councilman Devlin voted no. 

 
20-1. MOTION to hold the date of Saturday, 6/5/21 for the Recreation Commission to host the Wounded 

Warriors Amputee Softball team at George Potterton Little League Field (9. M.L. 3/12/20) was made by 
Councilman Yammarino, seconded by Councilwoman Amitai and declared carried by Mayor Glidden 
upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai. 
MEMORIALIZING RESOLUTION TO BE PREPARED BY BOROUGH ATTORNEY 

 
18a. RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER PROVIDING FOR A SINGLE AND COMBINED 

ISSUE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS; AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF UP TO $4,836,000 
PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2020; AUTHORIZING 
ADVERTISEMENT OF A NOTICE OF SALE; AUTHORIZING THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER 
TO SELL AND AWARD THE BONDS; DETERMINING THE FORM AND OTHER DETAILS OF 
THE BONDS; AND AUTHORIZING OTHER MATTERS RELATING THERETO (Received from 
Bond Counsel 4/20/20) **2/3 MAJORITY VOTE REQUIRED** 
 
 Mayor Glidden asked for any comments or questions on this Resolution. Hearing none, he asked 
for a motion of approval. 
 
 Motion of approval was made by Councilman Yammarino, seconded by Councilwoman Latner 
and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, 
Witko, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai.  
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 Mayor Glidden asked the Borough Engineer to explain the Vervalen Street alignment proposal. 
Mr. DeNicola reported that Joseph Femia emailed him last night with their transmittal outlining the 
alignment of the intersection. Upon his review today, Borough Engineer explained the current intersection 
is not perpendicular and that a 90 degree intersection is what the borough should request.  This also 
facilitates and enhances safety for pedestrian traffic crossing at the intersection as the traffic island would 
no longer be required. What the County’s alignment currently has done is taken a red pencil and 
mimicked the existing alignment of the road; and it took them several months to do that. He affirmed 
there is an improvement with the addition of the traffic signal but not as far as the alignment or 
intersection geometry. He voiced his concerns that it also doesn’t take into account the new child care 
facility on the east side of the road by the bank. Borough Engineer voiced his concerns that several things 
are lacking with the proposal and he sent an email to the Engineer at the County who designed it asking 
for him to call for a discussion. Councilwoman Amitai voiced her concerns that she felt they could not 
approve anything because they have not seen it on paper and there is not enough information. Mr. 
DeNicola affirmed same and said the idea is to make the intersection safer and more efficient. Right now 
it’s a cheap design because it would cost the Borough minimal dollars, but it’s not the most effective 
intersection. He doesn’t want to see any reservations or problems down the road because we will be stuck 
with this design for a very long time. Mrs. Amitai feels that the Planning Board would want to see the 
entire layout of the intersection with the new child care center and all of the driveways and not just what 
they have sent us. She voiced her concerns for the increase in traffic of the intersection once the center is 
open for business during the school year. She thinks we should request the County to take our plans into 
consideration because none of it is accounted for in this design. Borough Engineer reminded this 
application was before the Zoning Board of Adjustment approximately 18 months ago and discussions 
were held regarding the intersection at that time. He recalls that property was dedicated from the day care 
facility for the intersection improvements and he feels that the County’s plan doesn’t take any of this into 
account. We are not maximizing the efficiency of the intersection. He cautioned that he is not looking to 
spend the Borough’s money, but feels it should be looked at better because this will be in place for many 
years.  
 
 Mayor Glidden asked how long the Borough has been working on this project and Mr. DeNicola 
explained the concept has been in discussion since the Plaza came in 2015 and we have been working 
with the County for about 7 months on same. In answer to the Borough Engineer, Mayor Glidden voiced 
his opinion that we have adequate enough reason to question what the County is putting into the proposal 
and suggested we go back to the County and tell them what we want; but reminded it is a County road.  
 
 Councilwoman Chung asked if the County has to listen to our feedback inasmuch as it is a 
county-owned road and Mr. DeNicola advised they are not obligated to. He feels if there are reasonable 
people at the County he believes they would concur with what he is saying. If the proper alignment is 
approved, the only issue will be some necessary property from Korea Palace. It might or might not cost 
money. He explained that they daycare facility was required to put in sidewalk and curb at their own cost; 
and dedicate Right-of-Way to the Borough/County at their own cost. This could be brought to Korea 
Palace for a similar offer and pose it as they can pay for it now, or pay for the same improvements to their 
property later at their own cost. Since we require property from them, he feels it would be a win-win to 
offer the same opportunity to them. Mr. DeNicola will contact the County Engineer tomorrow  
 

22. OPEN MEETING TO PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER, PER N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (a)      
  (Subject to 5-minute limit per By-Laws General Rule No.11) 
 

 Mayor Glidden opened the meeting to the public and invited any comments. 
 
Joseph Bianco, 7 MacArthur Avenue, asked what the Council vote was for the NW Financial Resolution. 
Borough Attorney advised it was a 6-0 vote for approval. As Zoning Board Chair, Mr. Bianco recalled 
that the day care gave a lot to the Borough during the Application process including 20 x 30 feet 
minimum for their driveway and school and there was no traffic conflict. Borough Engineer explained the 
current intersection is perpendicular and a 90 degree intersection is what we should demand; and it’s what 
the Borough deserves for pedestrian travel. Mr. Bianco recalled the developer also may have given a 
financial contribution towards this traffic light. He thanked everyone for their continued service and 
efforts during the crisis.  
 
Dr. David Barad, 26 Kinkaid Avenue, wanted everyone to be aware that he can see the meeting 
information on the home page but can’t download the pdf. IT Coordinator Kevin Whitney reported that he 
did see the email and apologized for the mistake. He explained that this was just a duplicate set of 
instructions for dialing in to the meeting. Dr. Barad asked for the Consent Agenda to be attached to the 
notice. 

 
23. ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY 
    

 Councilwoman Latner asked if the Mayor received the message or followed up regarding the 
donation of masks from Seth Schwinger. Councilwoman Amitai said he generously donated 195 masks. 
Mayor Glidden informed he attended the Ambulance Corps meeting and that Tony Lupardi followed up 
with Seth. 
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 Councilwoman Amitai questioned the status of Village School and the Borough Engineer 
informed he was not involved at this point. Borough Administrator reported the County came to the 
school Tuesday morning with their consultants and there was a slight delay while we fixed minor safety 
issues. The County would like to open Village School in the Fall of 2021. 
 
 Councilwoman Amitai noted that Recreation Director Jim Oettinger sent a request to place 
banners around town to thank first line responders and asked if anybody would object to that. No 
objections were voiced and Mayor Glidden said he would speak to Mr. Oettinger. 
  
 Councilwoman Amitai voiced her concern regarding trees being cut down at 56 Lindemann 
Avenue. She reminded Councilman Devlin has been working to get our tree ordinance up to par so that 
these things don’t happen. She is not sure how many trees came down but she called Mr. Fuchs (Certified 
Tree Expert) who came down right away and he couldn’t really tell where the trees were because they 
covered it in gravel so quickly it was hard to identify. She said by looking at the Tax Map it appears some 
of the trees that came down were on Borough property or Right-of-Way. She requested follow up on this 
issue. Mayor Glidden noted the Borough Administrator will follow up. In answer to Councilwoman 
Witko, Mrs. Amitai informed they did have a permit for three (3) trees. She explained that the first time 
Mr. Fuchs went to the property he said it appeared they took down three (3) trees but not the correct trees 
that he approved. The second time he went, he didn’t know exactly what he was looking at. When Mr. 
Fuchs goes to a property to give approval to remove trees, generally it’s a regular house on a regular street 
so the property line is fairly discernable. In this case, it is next to a wooded strip of land, Borough 
property. She asked the Borough Engineer if there was a C-1 Stream in that location. Borough Engineer 
advised Tenakill Brook is in that area possibly within the 300 foot buffer. Mrs. Amitai hopes further 
clarification in the tree ordinance will alleviate these issues. Councilwoman Witko questioned that if it 
was an undefined property line the trees should have been marked and Mrs. Amitai said Mr. Fuchs placed 
ribbons on the trees; but he didn’t have a plot plan for the property to see exactly where the property line 
fell. If you go to the location at the end of Lindemann Street there is a bend on the road, there is a heavily 
wooded strip right next to the property. Without knowing exactly, she can see how a mistake could be 
made in permitting a tree to come down; or maybe the resident took down the wrong trees but it is 
difficult to tell. She suggested in the future that the plot plan be obtained prior to giving approval. Mr. 
DeNicola explained a 300 foot buffer is a lot of property and a tree can be in a buffer and not know it but 
when it’s developed land it’s easier to tell. Undeveloped land is a different scenario. Councilwoman 
Witko voiced her confusion in that doesn’t the person issuing the permit know. Mrs. Amitai agreed and 
said they should know and be able to determine where the property line is.  
 
 Councilwoman Amitai said she is aware of some Seniors that could benefit from volunteer 
shoppers and knows we do have a list and she knows people who could still use help. Mayor Glidden said 
the Police Department regularly contacts those people and they have not had any desire to have anyone 
come to their houses because their family or friends have been helping. Mrs. Amitai noted the resident 
she has been helping lives alone. She has been cooking food and providing meals on wheels to her but 
Mrs. Amitai will not go into a store. She is asking if there is someone who can help this particular 
resident. Mayor Glidden suggested she call Chief McTigue and Jim Oettinger tomorrow to work 
something out. 
 
 Councilwoman Latner reported a resident sent her photos showing that the gate to Swim Club is 
completely open and the pool is all filled with water and said it’s a liability. Borough Engineer affirmed 
that it’s supposed to be cordoned off from environmental standpoint. Chief McTigue noted there was 
previous vandalism that had been fixed and that it could be looked at again. He will speak to the DPW 
Superintendent to secure the gate. 
 
 Borough Engineer reported there is a sink hole in the South Parking Lot that he inspected today 
and he sent photos to the Borough Attorney, Administrator and DPW Superintendent. It is on private 
property but there is a hole in the parking lot that has been delineated with cones because a child could get 
hurt. He doesn’t recall the Borough having an Easement there so he believes the property owner needs to 
be notified immediately to rectify the problem. At minimum, it should be covered with a steel plate until 
it gets fixed. Borough Attorney agreed. Mr. DeNicola explained it appears to be a seepage pit so it can’t 
be filled in but it could be covered with a manhole cover. In answer to Councilwoman Amitai, Borough 
Attorney informed it is Benny Ghia’s property. Chief McTigue said a police report was made and 
supplied to the Building Department to find out who the owner as; and if he is not mistaken, the owner is 
aware it is their responsibility. Borough Attorney advised we need to look at our Easement Agreement 
where the Borough undertook maintenance of that parking lot. He should know tomorrow but reminded 
the Borough did undertake responsibility for maintenance and we do the snow plowing and have filled in 
potholes in the past. He agreed with the Borough Engineer that it needed to be secured immediately.  
 
 Councilwoman Chung wanted to reiterate Seth Ungar’s request to nominate George Paschalis as 
the Northern Valley Greenway Alternate. Mayor Glidden affirmed same and said he has known George a 
long time and he is knowledgeable in this area and supported same.  
 
 Councilwoman Chung informed she emailed the Finance Committee on Sunday and asking them 
to revisit it because it was created when life was very different. She thinks that future revenue will be 
disrupted and there will be a lot of residential financial hardships. She voiced her opinion it would be 
prudent and responsible for us to trim the budget more to reflect our concerns for the upcoming months. 
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Councilwoman Amitai said there is a lot of money in the Improvement Commission Budget that could go 
to better causes because they are unable to hold events. Chief Financial Officer expressed that it is a new 
world we are living is but we are not even sure what future expenses there are. His recommendation 
would be to keep the Budget as is. There will probably be a reduction in revenue that they budgeted; but 
if our revenues fall short, at the end of the year, any expenditures that have surplus could be cancelled and 
that could be offset to the Fund Balance. His concern is that we are going to have shortfalls in revenue but 
they could be offset with some surplus expenses we have that could offset each other. It would give us the 
flexibility to do transfers in November as needed. Mr. Luppino’s recommendation is that when you look 
at it, 11 cents a day is reasonable and the financial stability of the Borough for the future is important. 
What we do in this year’s Budget will affect each Budget going forward. Having flexibility in our 
appropriations is not a bad thing to have. Councilman Yammarino reported the Finance Committee will 
be looking at the numbers again per Councilwoman Chung’s request. He feels the Budget is fairly lean 
but there is always room to improve. In terms of capital improvements, they will be bonded over a period 
of time and have less of an impact long term. Mr. Yammarino reminded that out Budget doesn’t make 
that much of a difference because even if we cut it in half, it’s the County and the schools that make up 
the biggest part of our Budget. They will go through it further. Mr. Luppino has already expressed the 
concerns to the County Executive and overall he is looking at the financial stability and credit ratings of 
the County and municipality. Bond rating companies don’t mind of you raise taxes – they like that 
because it helps with the town’s financial viability. Councilwoman Chung voiced her understanding of 
the Chief Financial Officer’s reasoning but still wanted to put it out there as many residents have been 
affected and it will affect them going forward financially. Mr. Luppino assured that the Finance 
Committee was going to meet and take another look at the Budget.  
 
 Councilwoman Chung asked for a recap of the last Human Resources meeting. Borough Attorney 
reported the Committee reviewed a few very specific job positions within the Borough with regard to a 
potential furlough being offer to certain limited employees. The biggest group would be the Crossing 
Guards in this situation because it does not appear that they will be coming back to work and right now it 
doesn’t look promising. Historically, we already lay them off in the summer so we already have a history 
of furloughing them when the school is closed. Currently, we are paying them their full salaries and they 
are not doing anything because they are not in a position like the other employees to work from home or 
remotely. It was the thought of the HR Committee and his recommendation to consider furloughing them, 
because then they will be paid through State unemployment rather than the Budget; and there is potential 
under the federal law that they will make more money on unemployment. Under a furlough plan, if the 
schools reopen then they will be guaranteed their positions and we recall them back. He does not see any 
downside to that it was the unanimous opinion of the Committee, Mr. Hynes and himself that it makes 
sense. Since this is a situation other than what is typically done in the summer, the full Council should 
discuss same before a decision is made. He asked if any other members of the Council had any questions 
or concerns on this recommendation. Mayor Glidden voiced his opinion that any concerns he had have 
been eased and he feels they are pretty well taken care of. Borough Attorney explained they discussed 
other positions, without mentioning any names, where it would be impossible to work from home due to 
governmental restrictions that prevent them from doing so remotely. The thought was to recommend a 
position be deemed one that cannot be performed at home or remotely and those individuals be offered a 
furlough. Currently, if there is no work for them and they are paid hourly, they are not coming to work 
and not getting paid; so a furlough would actually benefit them as well. Mr. Rogan explained that the 
difference between a layoff and a furlough is that for a layoff there is no job guarantee; and for a furlough 
a letter would need to be sent explaining their rights and if they were eligible for benefits and there is a 
guarantee that their position would be available when this ends; but in the interim they can collect 
unemployment. He reiterated it is a very limited number of employees and that it was a unanimous 
recommendation of the HR Committee, himself and Mr. Hynes.  
 
 Borough Attorney reported the HR Committee is also working on a personnel policy guideline for 
COVID-19 for full Council review shortly. This would address both issues that have come up as well as 
anticipated issues. By way of example, a Borough policy with regards to a person who is diagnosed with 
COVID-19, what the requirements there are in terms of documentation and attendance at work; 
documentation to return to work; personal or family member exposure and documentation on that and the 
fourteen day mandatory quarantine period. Thankfully, no Borough employees have been affected so far 
and we would like to keep it that way. Mr. Rogan circulated a rough draft of that policy to the HR 
Committee, Mr. Hynes and Maria Passafaro for payroll purposes to make sure it was easily 
understandable. It also addresses employees who might potentially need time off during the week to care 
for children not in school. It is essentially guided around state guidelines that are suggested but not 
mandatory on the Borough. After he receives feedback he can distribute same for comment; and if there 
are no objections it would be his recommendation that this go out as soon as possible, even this week – so 
there is no more uncertainty as to what is permissible and what is not. It would explain whether they 
would be compelled to run down their sick or vacation time. This would clear up where everybody stands 
so there is no confusion or jealousy among employees who may think one person is being treated 
differently than another.  
 
 Councilwoman Amitai noted that Oktoberfest has been canceled. She informed that Jim Oettinger 
suggested making plans for the Memorial Day Parade just in case. Leslie Weatherly made some 
suggestions and at a minimum they were thinking a parade with cars driving around with the veterans. 
The thought is that planning keeps people busy and keeps in mind what Memorial Day means to 
everybody. Councilman Yammarino said there is so much negativity it would be nice to try to have 
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positivity and something to look forward to. Councilwoman Latner voiced her support for same. Mayor 
Glidden said worst case scenario is that it’s easier to cancel than to plan something at the last minute.  
 In answer to Councilwoman Amitai, Chief McTigue explained there are directives from the 
Governor regarding park and trail closures and that he will not changing anything from the Governor’s 
Orders until it is in writing on his desk. 
 
 Borough Engineer informed Local Aid Applications for 2021 are open and we need to choose a 
road. He suggested Railroad Avenue and urged the Council to think about same and let him know. 
Usually we reserve the Local Aid Program for higher ranking and more heavily used roads and he would 
like to submit in about a month.  
 
 Councilwoman Witko expressed her dismay that there is a lot more litter, mostly PPE litter and 
said that people are using this crisis as an excuse to be slobs. 
 
 Councilwoman Amitai asked about the number of cases in Closter and Mayor Glidden informed 
he receives an email from the Health Officer every morning which he forwards and suggested she look at 
the County’s website.  
 

24. ADJOURNMENT   
 
  Motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 8:54 p.m. was made by Councilwoman Latner, 

seconded by Councilwoman Amitai and declared unanimously carried by Mayor Glidden.  
 
        Provided to the Mayor and Council on 
        May 11, 2020 for approval at the  
        Regular Meeting to be held  
        May 13, 2020 
 
 
 
        ________________________________ 
        Arlene Marie Gray, RMC 
        Deputy Borough Clerk  
 

Prepared by Arlene Marie Gray, RMC 
utilizing recording and  
Deputy Borough Clerk’s notes 

 
Approved, as Amended at the Regular Meeting held May 27, 2020 
Consent Agenda Item No. 16a 
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