
 
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – WEDNESDAY, JULY 10, 2019 - 7:30 P.M 
 
 Mayor Glidden called the meeting to order at 8:40 p.m. 
 

1.        PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT  
 

 This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of 
New Jersey, was included in the Annual Notice of Meetings which was published in The Record and The 
Star Ledger on January 9, 2019, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and has remained posted 
as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available to the 
public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk. 

 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
 The following persons were present: 
  Mayor John C. Glidden Jr.  
  Councilpersons Scott Devlin, Alissa Latner, Dolores Witko, Joseph Yammarino,  

Jannie Chung and Victoria Amitai 
  Interim Borough Administrator, Edward Hynes 
  Borough Attorney, Edward T. Rogan 
  Borough Clerk, Loretta Castano 
  Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola 
  Lieutenant Thomas Brueck 

 
The following person(s) were not present: 
 Chief of Police, John McTigue 

 
3. MAYORAL PRESENTATION(S) 
 
4. PRESENTATION(S)  
 
5.         MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS (Not made to date) 

OFFICE INCUMBENT 
MAYOR GLIDDEN'S 

APPOINTMENT TERM EXPIRES 

*Environmental Commission 

Associate Member Jeffrey Lee NO APPOINTMENT 1 Year 31-Dec-19 

Associate Member 
Grace Whitney 

Appt. Member RM 6/12/19 NO APPOINTMENT 
1 Year 

(Unexp. Whitney) 31-Dec-19 

*Planning Board 

Alternate No. 1 
Melissa Corso 

(Resigned 3/11/19) NO APPOINTMENT 
2 Years                     

(Unexp. Corso) 
 

31-Dec-20 

*Shade Tree Commission 

Alternate No. 2 Tsun Tam NO APPOINTMENT 
4 Years                     

(Unexp. Tam) 
 

31-Dec-19 
 
 ORDINANCES 

 
6. PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION OF THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE @ 8:00 P.M. OR AS SOON 

THEREAFTER AS THE MATTER MAY BE HEARD: 
 
  This Ordinance was introduced at the Regular Meeting held 5/22/19, and was published in The 

Record issue of 5/28/19, as stated in the printer’s affidavit of publication.  Reprint of this Ordinance was 
posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board in accordance with statutory requirements, and copies have been 
made available to the general public.  

 
  At the Regular Meeting held June 26, 2019, the Public Hearing and Adoption of this Ordinance  
 was adjourned to this meeting by the governing body. 

  
ORDINANCE NO. 2019:1258, “AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING 189/203 HICKORY LANE 
A HISTORIC LANDMARK AND AMENDING CHAPTER 200, ZONING ATTACHMENT 3, 
DESIGNATION OF HISTORIC LANDMARKS”  
 
 Mayor Glidden opened the meeting to the public. No one wishing to be heard, Mayor Glidden closed 
the meeting to the public.  
 
 Motion approving the adoption of Ordinance No. 2019:1258 was made by Councilman Yammarino, 
seconded by Councilwoman Latner and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of 
Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai.  

1 
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7a.  VOTE ON CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
 

 Motion approving the Consent Agenda was made by Councilwoman Amitai, seconded by 
Councilwoman Latner and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons 
Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai.  
 
RESOLUTIONS 

 
8. BILL RESOLUTION – JULY 15, 2019 
 (Received from Deputy Treasurer 7/2/19) 
 
9. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONTRACTS WITH CERTAIN APPROVED COOPERATIVE 

PRICING SYSTEM VENDORS PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11 (Borough (Bond) Ordinance 
2019:1241) (Capital Account: C-04-19-256-002-003) RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AWARD OF 
CONTRACT TO VENDOR WITH NATIONAL COOPERATIVE CONTRACTS FOR DPW POLE 
BARNS TRUCK STORAGE BUILDINGS (Received from Qualified Purchasing Agent 6/25/19) 

 
10. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONTRACTS WITH CERTAIN APPROVED COOPERATIVE 

PRICING SYSTEM VENDORS PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11 (Borough (Bond) Ordinance 
2019:1241) (Capital Account: C-04-19-002-001) RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AWARD OF 
CONTRACT TO VENDOR WITH NATIONAL COOPERATIVE CONTRACTS FOR DPW SNOW and 
ICE CONTROL EQUIPMENT (Received from Qualified Purchasing Agent 6/25/19) 

 
11. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONTRACTS WITH CERTAIN APPROVED STATE CONTRACT 

PRICING SYSTEM VENDORS PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11 DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 
WORKS VEHICLE and ALL ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT BOROUGH (Bond) ORDINANCE 2019:1241    
CAPITAL ACCOUNT C-04-19-241-002-002 (Received from Qualified Purchasing Agent 6/25/19)       

 
12. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CLOSTER OFFICE OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 

COORDINATOR TO EXECUTE THE MEMORANDUM of UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN THE 
AMERICAN RED CROSS And THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER (Received from Administrator’s Office 
6/25/19)   

 
13. RESOLUTION RE CHANGE IN PETTY CASH FUND (Police Department) Received from Assistant Chief 

Financial Officer 6/28/19 
 
14. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPROVAL TO SUBMIT GRANT APPLICATION AND EXECUTE A 

GRANT CONTRACT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE 
LEWIS STREET, STORIG AVENUE and ECKERSON AVENUE PROJECT - GRANT ID: MA-2020-
LEWIS STREET, STORIG AVENUE and ECKERSON AVENUE PROJECT (Received from 
Administrator’s Office 7/1/19) 

 
15. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONTRACTS WITH CERTAIN APPROVED STATE CONTRACT 

PRICING SYSTEM VENDORS PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11 CLOSTER POLICE 
DEPARTMENT: BALLISTIC HELMETS, BOROUGH  (Bond) ORDINANCE 2019:1256, CAPITAL 
ACCOUNT C-04-19-256-001-002 (Received from Qualified Purchasing Agent 7/1/19) 

 
16. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONTRACTS WITH CERTAIN APPROVED STATE CONTRACT 

PRICING SYSTEM VENDORS PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11, POLICE PATROL VEHICLES and 
ALL ASSOCIATED EQUIPMENT, BOROUGH (Bond) ORDINANCE 2019:1256, CAPITAL ACCOUNT 
C-04-19-256-001-001 (Received from Qualified Purchasing Agent 7/1/19)          

         
17. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE LAND USE REGULATION PROGRAM 

APPLICATION FORM SEEKING 5-YEAR LOI/PERMIT EXTENSION TO CONDUCT 
ENVIRONMENTAL TESTING ON BLOCK 1006, LOTS 12 & 24 (8. M.L. 6/13/19 / Discussed at WS 
6/26/19) Received from Borough Attorney 7/3/19 

 
18. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A SIDEWALK SALE IN FRONT OF CERTAIN BUSINESSES IN THE 

BOROUGH ON JULY 25, 26 AND 27, 2019, WAIVER OF PERMIT FEES, AND TO ERECT A 
TEMPORARY BANNER OVER BOROUGH PROPERTY ON VERVALEN STREET (8. M.L. 6/20/19 / 
Discussed at WS 6/26/19) Received from Borough Attorney 7/3/19  

 
  In answer to Councilwoman Amitai, Borough Attorney said he did not know what arrangements had 

been made to erect the banner; and Lt. Brueck said the Police Department would have to be notified.  
 
19. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO RELEASE AND RETURN $265.33 TO 

APPLICANT: JEWISH FAMILY & CHILDREN SERVICES, 1485 TEANECK ROAD, TEANECK, NJ 
07666 FOR SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF POLICE TRAFFIC DIRECTOR SERVICES IN 
COMPLIANCE WITH LOCAL FINANCE NOTICE 2000-14 (Received from Chief of Police 7/3/19) 
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20. RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO RAILROAD AVENUE, 
NAUGLE STREET, AND CLOSTER DOCK ROAD & 2019 BOROUGH PAVING PROGRAM  TO J.A. 
ALEXANDER, INC. IN THE CORRECTED BID AMOUNT OF $575,460.18 RECEIVED AT BID 
OPENING HELD 7/2/19 @ 11:30 A.M. (Received from Borough Attorney 7/5/19)  

 
20a. RESOLUTION APPOINTING FRANCIS J. LEDDY, JR. AS MUNICIPAL COURT JUDGE (Received 

from Borough Attorney 7/8/19) 
 
 MOTIONS  
 
21. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING MINUTES (Distributed 7/4/19): NO ABSTENTIONS 
 
  a. REGULAR MEETING HELD JUNE 26, 2019  
  b. WORK SESSION HELD JUNE 26, 2019  
 
22. MOTION APPROVING THE APPOINTMENT of CHIEF JOHN McTIGUE AS NJ MOTION 

PICTURE/TV COMMISSION – MUNICIPAL OFFICER FOR UNEXPIRED 1-YEAR TERM  
 (OF RETIRED CHIEF OF POLICE KAINE) TO 12/31/19 
 
23. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING NON-SALARIED APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND 

COMMISSIONS: 

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Board of Health     

Alternate No. 2 Benjamin Latner NO APPOINTMENT 
2 Years                  

(Unexp. Latner) 31-Dec-19 

Food and Assistance Board     

Member VACANT NO APPOINTMENT 
2 Years                  

(Unexp. Vacant) 31-Dec-19 

Member VACANT NO APPOINTMENT 
2 Years                  

(Unexp. Vacant) 31-Dec-19 

Historic Preservation Commission     

Class C Member 

Erik Lenander 
Resigned due to appointment as 

Qualified Purchasing Agent NO APPOINTMENT 
4 Years                  

(Unexp. Lenander) 31-Dec-19 
 

Alternate No. 2 VACANT NO APPOINTMENT 
2 Years                  

(Unexp. Vacant) 31-Dec-19 
 
23a. MOTION GRANTING APPROVAL FOR ISSUANCE BY POLICE DEPARTMENT OF THE 

FOLLOWING HAWKERS AND PEDDLERS LICENSE FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2019, PER 
BOROUGH CODE CH. 127 (Received from Chief of Police 7/8/19): 

 
  a. PERMIT NO 2019-005 – FOR PAUL JOHN CROSTA, 205 PATRIOTS ROAD, MORRIS 

 PLAINS, NJ 07950 FOR REAL ESTATE SERVICES ON BEHALF OF WEICHERT REALTORS, 
 ONE RUCKMAN ROAD, CLOSTER, NJ 07624 

 
24.  REPORTS   
 

a. CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL – JUNE 2019 (Received 7/1/19) 
b. CHIEF OF POLICE – JUNE 2019 (Received 7/8/19) 

 
7b.  VOTE ON ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
25.      OPEN MEETING TO PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER, PER N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (a)      
  (Subject to 5-minute limit per By-Laws General Rule No.11) 
 
   Mayor Glidden opened the meeting to the public. No one wishing to be heard, Mayor Glidden  
  closed the meeting to the public.  
  
26.  ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY 
 

 Borough Attorney noted that at the beginning of every year, certain appointments are made to the 
Borough Administrator; and said he would review same with the Interim Borough Administrator between 
now and the next meeting because the Appropriate Authority appointment is most important.  
 
 Borough Engineer cited the contracts for the paving program and Borough Attorney said he would 
review the matter. Borough Engineer noted that the pre-construction meeting is scheduled for next Tuesday.  
 

26a.  Motion approving the following Resolution at 8:52 p.m. was made by Councilwoman Latner,  
 seconded by Councilwoman Witko and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of  
 Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai.  
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – WEDNESDAY, JULY 10, 2019 – 7:30 P.M.  
 

  OMNIBUS OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT RESOLUTION authorizing the governing body pursuant to 
N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 to exclude the public from the next portion of the meeting in order to permit the governing 
body to discuss per N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(7), “A matter falling within the attorney-client privilege”; and that 
the item under discussion in the closed meeting would be disclosed to the public at the conclusion of the 
matter which should be within 2-4 weeks.   

 
   Mayor Glidden resumed the Regular Meeting at 9:01 p.m. 
 
27.  ADJOURNMENT    
 
   Motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 9:02 p.m. was made by Councilwoman Latner, seconded 

by Councilwoman Witko and declared unanimously carried by Mayor Glidden.  
   
         Provided to the Mayor and Council on 
         July 18, 2019 for approval at the  
         Regular Meeting to be held  
         July 24, 2019 
 
 
         ___________________________ 
         Loretta Castano, RMC 
         Borough Clerk  

Prepared by Carol A. Kroepke 
utilizing recording and Borough Clerk’s  
notes 
 
Approved at the Regular Meeting held July 24, 2019 
Consent Agenda No.  18a 
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MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

 
WORK SESSION NOTES – JULY 10, 2019 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
 The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Closter held a Work Session on Wednesday, 
June 12, 2019.  Mayor Glidden called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

 Mayor Glidden invited all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
2. PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT 
 

 This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the 
State of New Jersey, was included in the Annual Notice of Meetings, which was published in The 
Record and The Star Ledger on January 9, 2019, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin 
board and has remained posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the 
notice is and has been available to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk. 
 

3. ROLL CALL 
 

The following persons were present: 
 Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr. 
 Councilpersons Scott Devlin, Alissa Latner, Dolores Witko, Joseph Yammarino,  
    Jannie Chung and Victoria Amitai  
 Interim Borough Administrator, Edward Hynes 
 Borough Attorney, Edward T. Rogan 
 Borough Clerk, Loretta Castano 
 Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola   
 Lieutenant Thomas Brueck 
 
The following person(s) were not present: 
 Chief of Police, John McTigue 
 

4. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF COMMUNICATION ITEMS 
 

a. MAIL LIST OF JUNE 27, 2019 – Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council 
wished to address any matter or provide any comments. Item Nos. 6 and 14 were removed by 
Councilwoman Amitai. 
 
Item No. 6: Received 06/24/19, Dated 06/20/19, from Anthony C. Gunther, 8 Cross Street, to 
Borough Administrator; c: Mayor and Council, Zoning Officer re Property Maintenance 
Complaint re 180 Durie Avenue (Copy to Construction Official, DPW Superintendent) 
 Councilwoman Amitai noted this request is for an adjacent homeowner; and asked where 
we stood in terms of hiring someone for an additional number of hours for the Building 
Department Code Enforcement.  Mayor Glidden voiced his understanding that has not been done 
yet. In answer to Councilwoman Amitai, Mr. Hynes explained that issue has not been resolved yet 
but it has been discussed. Mrs. Amitai thanked Mr. Hynes for same and said this is another 
example of why it is needed. Borough Attorney explained the grass and weeds can be addressed 
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under our current ordinance which he reminded involved the DPW Superintendent, Code 
Enforcement Officer, Tax Collector and the Administrator (per Borough Code Ch. 147, “Property 
Maintenance” Section 13. Failure to comply; charges against property; lien”) so we have the 
ability to get that done properly. The DPW Superintendent needs to go over there and give an 
estimate as to what the cost would be for the DPW to cut the weeds and grass and then he would 
prepare a certification, send it to us; and a Resolution will be prepared for the next meeting. Once 
that has been accomplished, we have the right to rectify the issue and assess the property for the 
cost of that cleanup; so, when the property is hopefully sold, the Borough would be reimbursed for 
the DPW’s time, material and labor. He agreed with Mrs. Amitai that the first step is for Property 
Maintenance to contact the realtor on the sign if there is one or use the contact information we 
have on file here. A lot of the time, a property is in between foreclosure and a realtor, so we 
receive limited information; and at that point, we can step in and do the necessary maintenance 
and slap a lien on the property; so when it is sold, we will get reimbursed. In answer to 
Councilwoman Chung, Borough Attorney advised the process must be followed each time the 
Borough steps in to do maintenance in order to get reimbursed. 
 
Item No. 14: Received 06/27/19, Dated 06/19/19, from Yacoub Yacoub, Bureau Chief 
Unregulated Heating Oil Tank Program, NJS Department of Environmental Protection, to Mr. 
Huibo Tian; c: Closter Borough Clerk re Area of Concern:  One 550-gallon #2 Heating Oil 
Underground Storage Tank System (UST); Unrestricted Use – No Further Action Letter and 
Covenant Not to Sue; Block 1707, Lot 2, 596 High Street, Closter Borough, Bergen County; 
Program Interest #808464, Activity Number: CSP190001; Communications Center Number: 18-
09-06-1409-35 – see also 3. M.L. 9/13/18 (Copy to Board of Health, Construction Official, 
Environmental Commission)     
 Councilwoman Amitai asked if this was behind Stop & Shop and Borough Engineer 
informed it was not. He further explained she may be thinking of a Zoning Board Application near 
the end of High Street with a high groundwater table near the old Topside/Korea Palace next to the 
playground. 
 
b. MAIL LIST OF JULY 4, 2019 – Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council 
wished to address any matter or provide any comments. Item No. 8 was removed by Borough 
Attorney; Item No. 6 was removed by Borough Clerk; Item No. 3 was removed by Councilwoman 
Chung. 
 
Item No. 8: Received 07/02/19, Dated 06/27/19, from Kim M. Whelan, Co-President, Acacia 
Financial Group, Inc., to Loretta Castano re Resignation as Municipal (Financial) Advisor for a 
one year term to 12/31/19 effective immediately (Copy to Board of Ethics) 
 Borough Attorney explained Acacia has resigned due to a potential conflict and we will 
need to replace them as Municipal Advisor. He suggested publishing a notice and receiving quotes 
would be the appropriate steps. Mayor Glidden voiced his opinion that we wouldn’t be doing any 
bonding work until the end of the year but that could always change so he agreed it would be 
proper to advertise. Mr. Hynes said he would work with the CFO on same. Borough Attorney 
advised if something unanticipated came up, we would not be able to get it done on time. 
 
Item No. 6: Received 07/03/19, Dated 07/03/19, from Annette Vasiloff, Chairperson, Food & 
Assistance Board re Request for permission to host the 7th Annual Closter Town-wide Yard Sale 
on Saturday, 10/19/19, for a One Day Only event; Rain date:  Sunday, 10/20/19; waiving garage 
sale fee with permission to display sale signs on participants properties; also permission to post 19 
reusable yard signs throughout town on Borough rights of way at listed locations (Copy to 
Construction Official, Chief of Police, Risk Management Consultant) 
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 Borough Clerk informed this is a customary request; and Borough Attorney explained they 
do not require an insurance policy because they are a quasi-entity of the Borough so they are 
covered under our policy. In answer to the Mayor, Borough Clerk informed the request included 
an entire list of right-of-way locations they are requesting to place signs; and Borough Attorney 
reminded that requires approval. In answer to Councilman Devlin, Mr. Rogan explained there 
could be a lot of different entities, municipal or otherwise; so there should be monitoring and 
approval of the governing body as to when and where signage is being placed. It also affects 
property maintenance as to signs that should not be there in determining what should be enforced. 
No objections were voiced; and the Borough Attorney affirmed he would have a Resolution for 
the next meeting. 
 
Item No. 3: Received 07/01/19, Dated 07/01/19, from Colleen Mahr, President, NJLM, Mayor, 
Fanwood Borough re Mayor’s Newsline – July 2019 re 17th Annual Michael A. Pane Award 
Nominations Are Now Being Accepted  
 Councilwoman Chung explained this honors Borough Professionals that personify 
outstanding ability, integrity and a high standard of ethics. She suggested she could think of two 
that could be nominated; and the Mayor asked her to stop by his office to get the form that needs 
to be filled out and share her nominees with him. He invited suggestions for nominations from all. 

 
5. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS FROM REGULAR MEETING 
 (Refer to Regular Meeting Agenda of July 10, 2019) 

 
 Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council wished to remove any item for 
discussion. Borough Engineer referred to Item No. 14. 

 
*14. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING APPROVAL TO SUBMIT GRANT APPLICATION AND 

EXECUTE A GRANT CONTRACT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION FOR THE LEWIS STREET, STORIG AVENUE and ECKERSON 
AVENUE PROJECT - GRANT ID: MA-2020-LEWIS STREET, STORIG AVENUE and 
ECKERSON AVENUE PROJECT (Received from Administrator’s Office 7/1/19)  

 
 Borough Engineer explained this is the Local Aid Grant application for next year for 
$300,000. A portion of Storig Avenue was done last year due to emergency repairs. The 
application is not as strong as in the past; but the application is still good. In answer to 
Councilwoman Amitai, Borough Engineer said that Railroad Avenue is in for an LFIF grant.   

 
6. PROFESSIONAL REPORTS 

 
A. BOROUGH ATTORNEY – Mr. Rogan reported he finally heard back from the Teamsters 
and was told he would like to speak to his men before giving us an answer in terms of the request 
for a second in charge for the DPW; and he has relayed this information to the DPW 
Superintendent. He anticipated this as he expected the Union would want to talk about it amongst 
themselves to determine if they have a problem with it. 

1) REPORT RE STATUS OF ZBA DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT FOR   
  CRIMMINS, BLOCK 1203/LOT 5, 49 JOHN STREET AND BLOCK 1202/LOT 
  7, 40 JOHN STREET (2. M.L. 1/25/18) – Borough Attorney reported he has 
received the Developer’s Agreement and it is in order; therefore, this item can be removed from 
future Agendas. 
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6. PROFESSIONAL REPORTS (Continued) 

 
A. BOROUGH ATTORNEY (Continued) 

2) REPORT RE STATUS OF ZBA DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT FOR   
  WIGGERS, BLOCK 1203/LOTS 1, 2, 3 & 4, 51 & 63 JOHN STREET (14. M.L.  
  4/19/18) - Mr. Rogan advised he still hasn’t received this Agreement because it is 
still an issue going back and forth; so he will need to work on this with the Zoning Board Attorney. 
He advised the governing body may need to discuss the possibility of going into Superior Court. It 
is beyond the Zoning Board at this point; and there may have to be some type of injunctive relief 
granted by a court to compel something to happen on that site. He reminded it was approved two 
years ago and not much has happened since then. In answer to Councilwoman Chung, he said he 
would reach out to Mr. Steinhagen on this issue. 

3) STATUS REPORT RE ZBA DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT FOR PIERMONT 
ROAD CLOSTER, LLC, BLOCK 1608, LOT 1, 597 PIERMONT ROAD (7. M.L. 
10/25/18) – No report. 

4) REPORT RE SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COUNTY 
OF BERGEN AND THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER FOR INTERSECTION 
IMPROVEMENT AND SIGNALIZATION AT PIERMONT ROAD & 
VERVALEN STREET (6. M.L. 5/16/19) Approved RM 5/22/19 – No report. 

5) REPORT RE FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION ORDINANCE (8 M.L. 3/7/19 & 
  6. M.L. 5/2/19/Discussed at WS 5/8/19 – Borough Attorney reminded this 
Ordinance (2019:1259) has been introduced and is up for public hearing and adoption at the next 
meeting. As soon as it is adopted, he will send it to the DEP. For the most part, it looks like we are 
in compliance with what they requested after they asked for some changes, which were made prior 
to introduction. 

6) REPORT RE PREPARATION OF 2019 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES   
  CONTRACT WITH MID-BERGEN REGIONAL HEALTH COMMISSION FOR 
  HEALTH OFFICER/REGISTERED ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH SPECIALIST 
  SERVICES (Discussed at WS 5/22/19) – Mr. Rogan reminded there were Council 
discussions and a vote in May to authorize him to prepare the same contract as last year, which he 
did a few weeks back. He received it back last week from Mid-Bergen and they were told there 
would be a $500.00 increase. He is not aware of where that change came from and he has not 
revised the contract yet because he doesn’t recall the Council voting on an increase. Mr. Rogan 
will speak to Arthur Dolson and find out if there had been any discussions about this.  Although 
Mr. Yanovich didn’t say where that came from and it isn’t a lot of money, it is different. He 
reiterated his directive to Mid-Bergen to do the exact same contract as last year and was told that it 
was all worked out; and maybe it was with the Board of Health but Mr. Rogan doesn’t know. He 
reminded the Board does have the right to have that discussion; and it is possible they authorized 
that $500.00 increase; and he will check with Tony Neusch on the matter. If the Board did approve 
the change, he will revise the contract and send it back out.  

7) REPORT – Borough Attorney provided an update on Tax Appeals as follows: for 
2019 there are five (5) commercial and thirteen (13) residential still pending; and there are three 
(3) commercial and eight (8) residential pending from 2018. He said there’s nothing major; so, 
overall we’re still pretty solid on the tax appeals. In answer to the Mayor, he said it is a little lower 
as some of these have been resolved already through the County Boards and through adjustments 
made. Periodically there will be a Resolution on the Agenda agreeing to something; and that’s 
because our Assessor and Appraiser look at the property; and based on comparable sales in that 
neighborhood or in town, that it was possibly over assessed by a little; but there have been no 
major overassessments. He voiced his opinion that we are holding our own in terms of being at 
true value; and he believes that is due in part to the rolling assessment.  
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6. PROFESSIONAL REPORTS (Continued) 

 
A. BOROUGH ATTORNEY (Continued) 

7)  REPORT (Continued) 
 Although there are some people who are critical of it, it really does keep us balanced; so 
there are no big fluctuations like in other towns that let their ratios go so long they get a massive 
amount of filings and have to pay out because the ratio is so out of joint. With the rolling 
assessment, we have been able to control that and keep it fairly steady; and we haven’t had too 
much money refunded and haven’t really lost any cases in court.  

Mr. Rogan reported he did follow up once again with the County on the Blanch Avenue 
Bridge by sending another letter today asking the status and why they haven’t scheduled a meeting 
with us and Norwood; and he has not heard from them. 

Borough Attorney reported regarding the “Do Not Knock” Ordinance that he spoke to the 
Borough Clerk again today and the paperwork is completed. He is ready to sit down with the 
Clerk’s office regarding potential procedures. Loretta suggested getting input from other towns 
that already have one implemented, so we can avoid any mistakes they may have made in terms of 
how we’re going to monitor it. He reminded this is part of the Hawkers and Peddlers Ordinance 
that will allow residents to say they do not want people knocking on their doors other than what is 
allowed under the Constitution and federal law. In answer to Councilwoman Latner, he advised 
after meeting with the Clerk and working out some details, it would probably be in the Mayor’s 
Newsletter and on our website and word of mouth. It will require some type of either signage or 
ticketing so a solicitor knows when they go to that person’s house that they are on the Do Not 
Knock list and do not want solicitations at their door. In answer to Councilwoman Amitai, Mr. 
Rogan explained the courts make a distinction between free speech for a charity or religious or 
political group and commercial purposes. 
 
B. BOROUGH ENGINEER 

1) STATUS REPORT RE SWIM CLUB PHASE II CONTAMINATION  
INVESTIGATION (Authorized RM 7/9/14/Contract Amendment for Remedial  

  Excavation not to exceed $106,000 Authorized RM 6/12/19) – Borough Engineer 
reminded Boswell was awarded remedial action a month ago. His office is working on the RA, 
which is the actual cleanup documentation as well as putting bid documents together to go out to bid. 
It will still probably be two or three months before we are able to go out to bid on this. In answer to 
the Mayor, he said they won’t go out to bid until the funding is straightened out. 

2) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING PB DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT:  
 a. BLOCK 1607/LOT 1 & BLOCK 1310/LOT 2 (CLOSTER MARKETPLACE  

   (EBA) LLC AND CENTENNIAL AME ZION CHURCH) (Approved RM 
   4/22/15) – Mr. DeNicola reported there has been no change on this item as the 
final CO is still on hold until the HVAC and screening on top of the movie theater is completed; 
additionally,  there is no two-year Maintenance Bond in place to date.   

3) REPORT RE INITIAL PHASE OF TIER A MUNICIPAL STORMWATER  
  PERMITTING PLAN (SP3) PER PROPOSAL DATED 4/9/19 IN AN AMOUNT 
  NOT TO EXCEED $5,000 FOR THE INITIAL PHASE (10 M.L. 4/11/19)  
  Authorized RM 5/8/19 – Borough Engineer reported he will be meeting with the 
DPW Superintendent tomorrow to go over some of the issues they were cited for by the NJDEP; and 
they will review the new regulations.  
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6. PROFESSIONAL REPORTS (Continued) 

 
B. BOROUGH ENGINEER (Continued) 

4) REPORT RE 2019 NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION  
  LOCAL AID PROJECT FOR THE RAILROAD AVENUE, NAUGLE STREET  
  AND OLD CLOSTER DOCK ROAD IMPROVEMENTS AND 2019 BOROUGH 
  ROAD PAVING PROGRAM (Grant ID MA-2019-Railroad Ave., Naugle St. & Old 
  Closter Dock Road-00278) Notification of award dated 3/29/19 in the amount of  
  $222,000 (5. M.L. 4/4/19) Boswell Engineering Project No. CL-1333 (Authorization 
  to Bid RM 5/22/19) Notice to Bidders published in The Record 6/16/19/Bid Opening 
  held 7/2/19 @ 11:30 a.m. – Mr. DeNicola reported he received bids and J.A. 
Alexander was the low bidder at $575,460 total bid amount and there is a pre-construction meeting 
scheduled for next Tuesday. The bid is lower than anticipated; so we will be adding Auryansen 
Court; and he has confirmed with the CFO and Interim Administrator that monies are available.   

5) REPORT – Borough Engineer reported that, as part of the Local Aid Grant, they 
included the Third Street commuter parking lot. As they mentioned at both the Parking Authority 
meeting and the Council meeting, there need to be some things in place. For one, the parking 
regulations, which is dictated by an ordinance as to how things will be laid out and controlled and 
any permitting requirements because it will be up and running in the next two months. He noted we 
need to work with Orange and Rockland to get the parking light/utility pole; and asked Interim 
Administrator for an update. Mr. Hynes said they sent the pole number to O&R but have not heard 
anything back yet.  

Mr. DeNicola reported he received a phone call from the Nature Center requesting an 
engineering inspection but he isn’t sure if it is structural or otherwise for the cabin by Ruckman 
Pond. He requested they email it to him so they can determine base costs. Borough Attorney 
explained they are looking to make an addition to the building upwards to utilize it better. Borough 
Engineer said going up could pose problem because most cabins don’t have the proper foundation; 
and going outwards could involve environmental issues; but he said he can look at it once he gets a 
better idea of the anticipated scope of work. 

 
7. REPORTS 
 

A. BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR 
 1) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING INSURANCE MATTER(S): 

            for the following Mail List requests re Insurance: Mr. Hynes reported on the 
following:  

 a. Closter Improvement Commission Requests (9 M.L. 4/25/19) 
  1) Tree Lighting (Sun, 12/1/19 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at Closter  

   Borough Hall/Refreshments at the Senior Center) – There has been no 
communication received to date as to what this event would encompass. We will give them more 
time; and if we don’t hear from them, we will reach out to them. In answer to the Mayor, 
Councilwoman Amitai said they were going to ask the Police to close the street and maybe bring in 
some animals for a petting zoo and bring everything outdoors instead of in the Senior Center. They 
would like to hold it on a late Sunday afternoon into evening, but nothing is carved in stone yet; and 
they will talk about it at their next meeting. Mr. Hynes said it would be good to have a meeting with 
Senior staff here and himself. 

 b. Escape New York (6. M.L. 6/13/19) request to partially run through the  
  Borough on Sunday, 9/25/19 between the hours of 7:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. - We have 
not received the Certificate of Insurance or Hold Harmless Agreement as of yet; and we sent them a 
second request.  
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7. REPORTS (Continued) 
 

A. BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR (Continued) 
 1) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING INSURANCE MATTER(S): 

 c.      Closter Merchants Sidewalk Sale (8. M.L. 6/20/19) to be held Thursday, 
7/25/19, and Friday, 7/26/19, from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. and Saturday, 7/27/19, from  

 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. – There are four (4) stores that would like to hold the sale: Closter 
Bootery, Past and Present, Gino of Rapunzel and Wards 5 & 10.  

2) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING CONTRACTS:  
a. SHARED SERVICES:  

  1) COUNTY OF BERGEN for THE SHORT TERM EMERGENCY  
    SHARING OF FIRE APPARATUS (Approved RM 8/22/18) – Mr. 
Hynes voiced his opinion that after consultation with the staff here, it is his understanding that this 
item can be removed from the Agenda because we don’t actually share any fire apparatus with the 
County; so it has not been used. 

3) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING GRANTS: 
a. FILED 

1. 2019 NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION LOCAL   
  FREIGHT IMPACT FUND (LFIF) GRANT FOR THE RAILROAD AVENUE  
  PROJECT (Grant ID LFIF-2019-Railroad Avenue-00001) Approved RM 12/20/18 
Interim Administrator reported this is not timely for any decisions as of yet. 

2. 2019 BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT   
  FOR THE CLOSTER SENIOR CENTER PARKING AREA LIGHTING   
  PROJECT IN THE AMOUNT OF $42,980.00 (Approved RM 2/13/19) – Mr. 
Hynes spoke to the Director of the program, Mr. Esposito, and they expect HUD to come out with 
a decision in September which is the normal cycle of events. We are in the application hunt and  
are hopeful. 
b. AWARDED - To be announced by Administrator 

1. STATUS REPORT RE FY 2018-2019 BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY  
  DEVELOPMENT GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $4,500.00 FOR SENIOR  
  WELLNESS (Notification of Award rec’d 18. M.L. 10/4/18) – Interim 
Administrator reported although we are entitled to $4,500 and have done our best to get every 
voucher out there, we’ve only been able to account for $3,586.00 in costs, which we will submit.  

2. 2017 BERGEN COUNTY OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND MATCHING GRANT  
  FOR THE RUCKMAN PARK WALKING PATH LIGHTING PROJECT PHASE 
  II IN THE AMOUNT OF $29,532.00 (Authorized RM 6/28/17/Notification of  
  award dated 9/19/18 rec’d from Administrator’s Office 15. M.L. 12/13/18) – Mr. 
Hynes reported we are working on this and waiting for notification from the County.  

 c. TO BE FILED - To be announced by Administrator 
 4) REPORT - Interim Administrator informed the foregoing items concluded his 
report. 
 
 At this time, Councilman Devlin asked if all of the vouchers had just been sent out now; 
and Mr. Hynes said Leslie has been collecting them from the Senior Center. They tabulated what 
they collected and have only been able to come up with $3,586.00. In answer to Councilwoman 
Chung, he said it’s all the little purchases, but he hasn’t asked specifically what for, but often they 
get put in a pocket and forgotten. 
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
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7. REPORTS (Continued) 
 

A. BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR (Continued) 
 
 At this time, Borough Engineer informed we have been working with CSX on Railroad 
Avenue and the parking lot by the Elks Club.  There is another issue further down Railroad 
Avenue he is not sure Mr. Hynes is aware of yet which is the siding crossing Railroad Avenue, 
which has been in contention for years about ownership. He believes the Police provided him with 
a contact; and he asked him to reach out to that contact to find out if he can ascertain who owns 
that – Capital Hardware or CSX. Mr. DeNicola said it would be required if we received the LFIF 
Grant award, or even if we applied for Local Aid in the next year to remove the tracks, we will 
need that information to move forward. Mr. Hynes said he will follow up on same. 
 
B. BOROUGH CLERK 

1) REPORT RE 2019 APPOINTMENTS – Borough Clerk reported open 
appointments are being maintained on the Regular Meeting Agenda. She recalled at the last 
meeting the Mayor mentioned an appointment he wanted to make but we didn’t catch the name so 
she will follow up with him on that for the next meeting.   
 2) REPORT RE 2019 OATHS OF OFFICE – Ms. Castano reported Oaths of Office 
are current with new appointments of the Chief of Police and Municipal Court Judge. 

3) STATUS REPORT RE 2019 LICENSES – Borough Clerk reported Borough 
licenses are current for 2019. Liquor License renewals for 2019-2020 are current but we are still 
trying to follow through with Cinemex. She said the Borough Attorney has been in contact with 
the Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control and we haven’t made much headway. They are 
betwixt and between knowing what paperwork has to be provided so that we can be current with 
Cinemex. 

4) REPORT RE 2019 MEETING DATES – Borough Clerk reported Meeting Dates 
are current with Special Meeting notice for three (3) additional meeting dates which was requested 
by the Environmental Commission and sent today to the Record and Star Ledger for publication 
on 7/15/19. 
 5) REPORT RE CODIFICATION OF 2018 ORDINANCES – Borough Clerk 
reminded she was waiting for the Borough Attorney to address questions with General Code and 
that had been handled; so we should be receiving the codification shortly. 

6) REPORT RE 2018 UNFINISHED BUSINESS – Ms. Castano reminded the 
Borough Attorney already spoke about the “Do Not Knock” registry. 

7) REPORT RE OPRA REQUESTS – Borough Clerk reported as of 7/8/19 we have 
had 166 OPRA Requests; in 2018 as of 7/8/18 we only had 103. They are blossoming and the 
continuation is Motor Vehicle Accident reports being requested on a weekly basis; the Building 
Department is overloaded with it and she does not know how we can curtail it. In answer to the 
Mayor, the Borough Attorney said there is pending legislation regarding being able to charge a 
minimal fee for the work involved even when sending a response via e-mail.  
 8) REPORT RE PREPARATIONS FOR LEAGUE CONFERENCE TO BE HELD 
  IN A.C. FROM 11/19/19 to 11/21/19 – Ms. Castano reported she sent in requests to 
the hotels and received confirmations and were preparing for the requisition process today. In 
answer to Councilwoman Latner, she explained she had included the extra night in the Budget in 
case it was utilized.  

9) REPORT – Borough Clerk reminded since the responsibilities for the Borough 
Administrator were removed by Ordinance No. 2017:1225, the Borough Clerk’s office will be 
asking if there is a job description which is supposed to be on file.  Hopefully, that will be 
followed through as it is something providing guidance which will be helpful for all of us. 
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – JULY 10, 2019 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
7. REPORTS (Continued) 
 
 C.         CHIEF OF POLICE 
  1) REPORT –Lieutenant Brueck provided a report in the absence of Chief McTigue. 
 

 Lt. Brueck passed along Chief McTigue’s apology for not being able to attend this evening 
as this vacation had been planned in February and he had no idea this was all going to take place. 
He said there is a lot of work going on during this transitional period with reassignments of duties; 
and Chief McTigue needs to get all of Chief Kaine’s stuff from the Prosecutor’s Office so that 
process is a handful.  
 
 Regarding Labor Day, they held a meeting and the Department is ready for the event. The 
Department just finished up a reimbursement grant for Distracted Driver; and they continue to 
work closely with the Drunk Driving Enforcement Fund (DDEF). They have held a good rapport 
with them and they have been funding two to three DWI details per year and those are the 
checkpoints they have been doing that cost between $6,000 to $8,000; and they are funding that 
with no cost to the town. We usually get reimbursed within 5 days but the person who processes 
that information has been out for a month and a half with a broken leg.  
 
 Lt. Brueck reported his nephew, DSAL Productions, put together a drone video of the 
Wounded Warriors parade from the monument to the field; and he said it is in several places on 
social media for viewing.  
 
 Mayor Glidden confirmed they received the Chief’s Monthly Report and invited any 
questions. Councilwoman Chung asked if the parking complaints were for overnight parking. Lt. 
Brueck said it’s hard because that code is several different parking complaints and not just 
overnight parking; but it is further broken down later in the report. Mrs. Chung inquired if new 
residents are given a welcome package or anything like parking regulations and stuff because it 
might be very helpful. Councilwoman Amitai said the Improvement Commission used to do that 
for a while. Lt. Brueck said there are some signs posted around town with the times but he doesn’t 
know the specific locations. In his experience, a lot of residents come and ask about the 
regulations; and if they do get cited and plead not guilty to a ticket, the Judge will give them a 
one-time pass depending on the Judge; but he agreed it would be a good idea.  
 
 Councilwoman Amitai thanked the Department for posting the ticker tape machine in the 
back of the North Parking Lot regarding parking for residents who live over the stores. Lt. Brueck 
noted Sgt. Sarubbi is in charge of that and Mrs. Amitai extended her gratitude for same. She asked 
how that was going and Lt. Brueck said they are in the process of trying to rework the parking 
over there with the Borough Engineer. Sgt. Sarubbi is very diligent and is working on that moving 
it as fast as it can go with all of the things that have to be worked out. One thing he noted was that 
people are moving here and not changing their driver’s license because they are renting for less 
than a year; so they have to track down the out-of-state licenses. In answer to Mrs. Amitai, he said 
he has not heard any complaints about the spaces in the parking lot being taken now that summer 
camp is open. Lt. Brueck voiced his understanding that Palisades Country Day School is working 
something out; and the Borough Attorney believes they have found alternate parking. The 
Department has also been cracking down on the No Left Turn into their driveway because it has 
been getting out of hand lately. Lt. Brueck voiced his understanding that Sgt. Sarubbi is also 
working with the Borough Engineer all along Railroad Avenue for the various issues including 
CSX. 
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – JULY 10, 2019 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
7. REPORTS (Continued) 

 
D.         MAYOR  
 1) REPORT – Mayor Glidden reminded the Summer Concert Series is still running on 
Friday nights at 7:30 p.m. at the band shell and noted the Tina Walker Band is playing this Friday; 
the Claudia Guard Band is playing on the 19th; and on the 26th is My Anxiety Band. He invited all to 
attend as it is a great time. 
 
 The Mayor reported there is an opening this weekend at the Belskie Museum for the 
Scandinavian Roots from 1 to 5 p.m. 
 
 Lastly, the Mayor reminded there are a number of Boards and Commissions with openings 
and invited all Council member suggestions for candidates for these vacancies. 
 

8. OLD BUSINESS    
 

a. CONTINUED DISCUSSIONS RE THE FOLLOWING:  
 

 1) Borough Attorney report re consultation with Borough Engineer re follow up on 
 status of EMERGENCY REPAIRS TO BE MADE AT DWARSKILL BRIDGE 
 ON BLANCH AVENUE ALONG THE NORWOOD BORDER (Requested by 
 Mayor WS 12/12/18 - Discussed at WS 12/20/18, WS 1/9/19, WS 1/23/19, WS 
 2/13/19, WS 2/27/19, WS 3/13/19, WS 3/27/19, WS 4/10/19, WS 5/8/19, WS 
 5/22/19, WS 6/12/19 and WS 6/26/19) – Borough Engineer reminded the Borough 

 Attorney covered this in his report. 
 

b. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
1) STATUS OF RESIGNATION OF JUDGE PETER GEIGER AS MUNICIPAL  

  COURT JUDGE FOR A 3-YEAR UNEXPIRED TERM TO 12/31/19 DUE  
  TO APPOINTMENT  AS SUPERIOR COURT JUDGE (WS 5/8/19) Discussed at 
  WS 5/22/19, WS 6/12/19 and WS 6/26/19) - Borough Attorney noted that a  

 Resolution is included on the Consent Agenda this evening as Item No. 20a.  
 

 Councilwoman Latner reported that money from the Library Book Sale would be funding 
the summer robotics project; and other sales in the past have funded similar programs or for 
general needs of the library.  

 
9. NEW BUSINESS 
 

 Councilwoman Amitai advised that there is a possibility of having volunteers at the Senior 
Center to provide free classes one or two evenings a week. It seems to be okay with Bill Brewster; 
and in order for this to run smoothly, the idea is it could be filtered through the Improvement 
Commission. Mayor Glidden informed Sophie Heymann spoke to him today about this and 
mentioned your idea; and he expressed his support for the classes and thought it would be a good 
idea if the Improvement Commission took a look at this. Borough Attorney expressed concern 
from a liability standpoint relative to the type of people and classes being offered such as an 
exercise class. He said typically there is some monitoring of that because we don’t want to be in a 
position of a Senior Citizen having a heart attack during an exercise class because we didn’t get 
the proper medical clearance on something - other Senior Centers have something like that in 
place. Councilwoman Amitai noted that the classes would consist of crafts, photography and 
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meetings; and it would seem that the volunteer teachers for residents of Closter seems to be okay; 
and Borough Attorney affirmed same.   

 
 Councilman Devlin noted that several members of the Council did a walk through at 
Schauble Park at the request of the Environmental Commission due to resident complaints about 
fallen trees leaning on other trees. He said they will be marking the trees that need to be removed. 
He also noted that complaints have been received about kids throwing junk into the woods. The 
complaints would be discussed at the next Environmental Commission meeting in addition to 
preventing the use of motor bikes and dirt bikes in the area. The lane ones are fine and since it is a 
natural area, the Environmental Commission has said the trees should remain but the dead trees 
should be removed. He would like to see it cleaned up because it is a place for the kids to go to 
stay off the streets and stay off drugs. Borough Administrator noted that based on conversations 
with the Council, we will bring up the tree issue and the placement of a garbage can at the staff 
meeting tomorrow morning. He will also verify our liability coverage. He said during a tour of the 
area with the DPW Superintendent and the Director of Recreation, we did not see any litter. 
Councilman Devlin noted the absence of no dumping or dog poop signs or no grass clippings 
signs.  

 
10. OPEN MEETING TO THE PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER PER NJSA 10:4-12(A) (SUBJECT 

TO A 5-MINUTE LIMIT PER GENERAL RULE NUMBER 11) EXCEPT FOR ITEMS 
SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING AT THE REGULAR MEETING 

 
Anthony Gunther, 8 Cross Street, said he was the author of the letter about 180 Durie Avenue  
(6. M.L. 6/27/19) and he felt from what he heard this evening that the Council was not up to speed 
on this issue and noted that he had heard from Mr. Whitney that finding the owners of the property 
is a chore. He said a few days later the Borough Administrator called him advising that they had 
found the homeowner and the warning had been issued to cut the grass immediately. The grass 
was cut this past Monday by a private company, not the DPW, and they were there again 
yesterday.  He questioned how this can be done on a regular basis as well as removal of debris on 
the property. Mayor Glidden said it is an ongoing problem because of notice requirements. 
Borough Attorney said the exact procedures were followed right after your letter was received. He 
said that several years ago we did not have this system. Mr. Gunther noted that there is no for sale 
sign on the property; and he questioned if there was a law about abandoned property. Borough 
Attorney noted that there was no ordinance that would address this matter; and the Borough 
cannot take over the house, only address the maintenance. Jim Whitney will continue to monitor 
the situation; and if he has trouble with the contact person, he would address the matter.  

 
Dr. David Barad (32 Kinkaid Avenue) cited an article about ransomware attacks and questioned if 
we are covered in case of such an attack; and Borough Attorney said we are covered under the 
Joint Insurance Fund. Dr. Barad said we should be proactive and Councilwoman Chung noted that 
a number of towns have been affected. Borough Administrator advised that Westwood was 
attacked but they had backup; and it cost the JIF $100,000 in investigatory work. Dr. Barad noted 
that the backup has to be on a separate system. Councilman Yammarino noted that we had a staff 
meeting on cyber security that was required by the JIF. 

 
11. DISCUSSION OF PUBLIC COMMENTS, IF APPROPRIATE 
 
12. ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY PROPERLY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING 
 BODY 
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13. ADJOURNMENT 
 

Motion to adjourn the Work Session at 8:40 p.m. was made by Councilman Yammarino, 
seconded by Councilwoman Chung and declared unanimously carried by Mayor Glidden.  
 
       Provided to the Mayor and Council on  
       July 18, 2019 for approval at the  
       Regular Meeting to be held 
       July 24, 2019 
 
 
       ________________________________ 
       Loretta Castano, RMC 
       Borough Clerk     
         
Prepared by Carol A. Kroepke     
and Arlene Marie Gray, RMC, utilizing          
recording and the Borough Clerk’s   
notes    
 
Approved at the Regular Meeting held July 24, 2019 
Consent Agenda Item No. 18b 
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