
 
                                                            

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – DECEMBER 11, 2019 - 7:30 P.M 
 
 Mayor Glidden called the meeting to order at 9:00 p.m. 
 

1.        PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT  
 

 This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of 
New Jersey, was included in the Annual Notice of Meetings which was published in The Record and The 
Star Ledger on January 9, 2019, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and has remained posted 
as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available to the 
public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk. 

 
2. ROLL CALL 

 
The following were present: 
 Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr.  
 Councilpersons Scott Devlin, Alissa Latner, Dolores Witko, Joseph Yammarino, Jannie Chung 
   and Victoria Amitai 
 Borough Administrator, Edward Hynes 
 Borough Attorney, Edward T. Rogan 
 Deputy Borough Clerk, Arlene Marie Gray 
 Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola 
 Chief Financial Officer, Joseph Luppino  
 Chief of Police, Jack McTigue 
   
The following were not present: 
 Borough Clerk, Loretta Castano 
 

3. MAYORAL PRESENTATION(S) 
 

4. PRESENTATION(S) 
 

a. TEAM BOT SQUAD PRESENTATION OF 5TH AND 6TH GRADE STUDENTS FROM 
 TENAKILL MIDDLE SCHOOL REGARDING FIRST LEGO LEAGUE ROBOTICS TEAM   
 (4. M.L. 12/5/19/Requested by Borough Administrator 11/22/19)  This presentation was rescheduled 
for the Regular Meeting of January 15, 2020.  

 
5.         MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS (Not made to date) 
 
  Mayor Glidden appointed George Paschalis as Alternate No. 2 to the Shade Tree Commission for an 

unexpired 4 year term to 12/31/19. 
 

OFFICE INCUMBENT 
MAYOR GLIDDEN'S 

APPOINTMENT TERM EXPIRES 

*Environmental Commission 

Associate Member 
Grace Whitney 

(Appt. Member RM 6/12/19) NO APPOINTMENT 
1 Year 

(Unexp. Whitney) 31-Dec-19 

*Planning Board 

Alternate No. 1 
Melissa Corso 

(Resigned 3/11/19) NO APPOINTMENT 
2 Years                     

(Unexp. Corso) 
 

31-Dec-20 

*Shade Tree Commission 

Alternate No. 2 
Tsun Tam 

(Appt. Member ReOrg 1/2/19) George Paschalis 
4 Years                     

(Unexp. Tam) 
 

31-Dec-19 
 

ORDINANCES 
 

6. PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION OF THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCES @ 8:00 P.M. OR AS 
SOON THEREAFTER AS THE MATTER MAY BE HEARD: 

 
  The following Ordinances were introduced at the Regular Meeting held 11/13/19, and were 

published in The Record issue of 11/19/19, as stated in the printer’s affidavits of publication.  Reprints of 
these Ordinances were posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board in accordance with statutory requirements, 
and copies have been made available to the general public.  

 
a. ORDINANCE NO. 2019:1265, “ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 183, VEHICLES AND 

TRAFFIC, TO ESTABLISH THIRD STREET COMMUTER PARKING AREA AND PARKING 
PERMITS, AND AMENDING CHAPTER A301, FEES AND DEPOSITS”  
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 Mayor Glidden opened the meeting to the public. No one wishing to be heard Mayor 
Glidden closed the meeting to the public.  
 
 Motion adopting Ordinance No. 2019:1265 was made by Councilwoman Amitai seconded 
by Councilman Devlin and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of 
Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai.  
 

b. ORDINANCE NO. 2019:1266, “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CODE CHAPTER 181, TREE 
PRESERVATION AND REMOVAL”  

 
 Councilman Devlin thanked Councilwomen Witko and Amitai and the Borough Attorney 
for the ordinance noting that it has been a long time coming and he would revisit the ordinance next 
year as promised to Dr. Barad. In answer to Councilwoman Amitai, he said the involvement of the 
Borough Engineer would be reviewed next year in addition to the tree amount and size of same. 
Borough Attorney noted that the ordinance could be approved and revised after input from the 
Planning and Zoning Boards. Councilman Devlin noted it is better to protect the trees now and have 
discussions with the Boards at a later date. He reviewed the concerns of the Building Department 
relative to a tree expert, reduction of time for the tree report, cash bond amount, soil erosion 
conditions, involvement of the Shade Tree Commission and additional hours for the work. In answer 
to Councilwoman Amitai, Councilman Devlin said representatives of the Building Department were 
invited but did not attend as well as the Shade Tree Commission representative. Councilwoman 
Amitai questioned approving the ordinance. Councilman Devlin said he received the comments on 
December 9th and he was able to discuss same with the Borough Attorney. Borough Attorney said 
that the ordinance cannot be carried and would have to be restarted by the new Council.  

 
 Motion adopting Ordinance No. 2019:1266 was made by Councilman Devlin, seconded by 
Councilwoman Witko and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of 
Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino and Chung. Councilwoman Amitai abstained.  

 
7a.  VOTE ON CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
 
  Motion approving the Consent Agenda minus Item Nos. 9 and 17 was made by Councilwoman 

Latner seconded by Councilwoman Chung and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote 
of Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai.  

 
 RESOLUTIONS 
 
8. BILL RESOLUTION – DECEMBER 11, 2019 
 (Received from Deputy Treasurer 12/5/19) 
 
9. RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING VOTE TO AUTHORIZE IZENBERG APPRAISAL ASSOCIATES 

TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES PERTAINING TO AN APPRAISAL OF 121 
SCHRAALENBURGH ROAD, FOR A FEE NOT TO EXCEED $2,500 (Received from Borough Attorney 
11/20/19) Carried from RM 11/25/19 

 
10.  RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING ACTION TAKEN AT THE REGULAR MEETING HELD 11/25/19 

GRANTING PERMISSION TO PUBLIC SERVICE ELECTRIC AND GAS (PSE&G) TO STORE PIPING 
AND EQUIPMENT AT THE CLOSTER SWIM CLUB, BLANCH AVENUE (Received from Borough 
Attorney 12/6/19) 

 
11. RESOLUTION FIXING MEETING DATES FOR THE 2019 SINE DIE AND 2020 REORGANIZATION 

MEETING 
 
12. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO ISSUE A CHECK IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$10,629.93 TO HENRY HANSCH, JR. FOR THE REDEMPTION OF TAX SALE CERTIFICATE #19-
00001 FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 121 SCHRAALENBURGH ROAD, BLOCK 502, LOT 3, SOLD 
AT THE MUNICIPAL TAX SALE HELD ON 6/26/19 FOR 2018 DELINQUENT TAXES (Received from 
Tax Collector’s Office 12/2/19)  

 
13. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONTRACT WITH LERCH, VINCI & 

HIGGINS TO PROVIDE ACCOUNTING SERVICES FOR PBA COST ANALYSIS (per proposal dated 
9/30/19 for an amount not to exceed $958.75) Received from Administrator’s office 12/3/19 

 
14. RESOLUTION AWARDING JOB ORDER CONTRACTING INSTALLATION OF CLOSTER SENIOR 

CENTER PARKING AREA LIGHTING PROJECT (BOROUGH ORDINANCE 2018-1241, Capital 
Account C-04018-005-005) to Signal Electric Corporation, under ESCNJ State Approved Coop 
#65MCESCCPS, JOC Contract No.: ESCNJ 16/17-55 EL2 per proposal dated 12/2/19 (Received from 
Administrator’s office 12/3/19) 
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15.  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO  RELEASE AND RETURN REMAINING 
PLANNING BOARD AND ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT ESCROW FUNDS TO SIX (6) 
NAMED APPLICANTS FOR SATISFACTORY COMPLETION OF ALL REQUIRED IMPROVEMENTS 
PER PLANNING/ZONING BOARD PROFESSIONALS’ DETERMINATION; AND ALL FEES DUE 
FOR SERVICES RENDERED HAVE BEEN RECEIVED (Received from Deputy Treasurer 12/3/19) 

 
16.  RESOLUTION APPROVING ISSUANCE OF 2020 CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE FOR ROAD 

STAR LIMOUSINE SERVICE FOR THE FOLLOWING LIMOUSINE: 2015 CHEVROLET SUBURBAN, 
VIN#1GNSKJKC5FR171015 (Completed application filed, appropriate fees paid and approvals received 
from Borough professionals)  

 
17.  RESOLUTION CALLING FOR STUDY COMMISSION TO REVIEW THE OPEN PUBLIC RECORDS 

ACT (Received from Borough Attorney 12/5/19) 
 
18.  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ABATEMENT OF NUISANCES AND CHARGES TO BE 

ASSESSED AND LEVIED UPON THE AFFECTED PROPERTY: 501 CLOSTER DOCK ROAD 
(Received from Borough Attorney 12/5/19) 

 
MOTIONS  

 
19. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING MINUTES (Distributed 12/5/19) – ABSTENTIONS: NONE 
  a. REGULAR MEETING HELD MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2019  
  b. WORK SESSION HELD MONDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2019 
 
20. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING NON-SALARIED APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND 

COMMISSIONS: 

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Food and Assistance Board     

Member VACANT NO APPOINTMENT 
2 Years                  

(Unexp. Vacant) 31-Dec-19 

Member VACANT NO APPOINTMENT 
2 Years                  

(Unexp. Vacant) 31-Dec-19 

Historic Preservation Commission     
 

Alternate No. 2 VACANT NO APPOINTMENT 
2 Years                  

(Unexp. Vacant) 31-Dec-19 
 

21. REPORTS   
   

a. CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL – NOVEMBER 2019 (Received 12/2/19) 
b. CHIEF OF POLICE – NOVEMBER 2019 (Received 12/10/19) 

 
7b.  VOTE ON ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 

9. RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING VOTE TO AUTHORIZE IZENBERG APPRAISAL ASSOCIATES 
TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES PERTAINING TO AN APPRAISAL OF 121 
SCHRAALENBURGH ROAD, FOR A FEE NOT TO EXCEED $2,500 (Received from Borough Attorney 
11/20/19) Carried from RM 11/25/19 

 
  Motion of approval was made by Councilman Yammarino, seconded by Councilwoman Amitai and 

declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Latner, Witko, Yammarino 
and Amitai. Councilman Devlin and Councilwoman Chung voted no.  

 
17.  RESOLUTION CALLING FOR STUDY COMMISSION TO REVIEW THE OPEN PUBLIC RECORDS 

ACT (Received from Borough Attorney 12/5/19) 
 
  Motion of approval was made by Councilman Yammarino, seconded by Councilwoman Latner and 

declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Latner, Witko, Yammarino, 
Chung and Amitai. Councilman Devlin recused himself.  

 
22.      OPEN MEETING TO PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER, PER N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (a)      
  (Subject to 5-minute limit per By-Laws General Rule No.11) 

 
  Councilwoman Amitai questioned the appointment to the Shade Tree Commission and Mayor 

Glidden said that the present member is not being removed. This is an appointment for an Alternate Member. 
 

Joe Bianco, 7 MacArthur Avenue thanked all for miniature Rockefeller Center. He questioned if the West 
Street matter was brought up and was advised that it was not.  
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23.  ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY 
 

 Borough Attorney referred to quotes for a grant writer and advised that a resolution authorizing the 
Borough Administrator to obtain quotes on same could be memorialized at the next meeting. No objections 
were expressed by the Council members.  
 
 In answer to Councilwoman Latner, Borough Attorney said no decision was made on the 
contribution to Vantage. Borough Attorney said there should be some criteria. Councilwoman Witko said she 
works for Vantage and noted that those clients would not be residents of Closter if not for Vantage having a 
facility here. Mayor Glidden asked Councilwoman Latner to come up with criteria for donations because he 
agreed that just serving the town is ambiguous.  
 

   Motion approving the following Resolution at 9:22 p.m. was made by Councilwoman Latner, 
seconded by Councilman Yammarino and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of 
Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai. 

  
18a. OMNIBUS OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT RESOLUTION authorizing the governing body pursuant to 

N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 to exclude the public from the next portion of the meeting in order to permit the governing 
body to discuss per N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(4) “A collective bargaining agreement”; N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(7), 
“Pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiations”; and  N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(8), “A matter involving 
public employees”;  and that the items under discussion in the closed meeting would be disclosed to the 
public at the conclusion of the matters which should be within 8-10 weeks. 

 
   Mayor Glidden resumed the Regular Meeting at 10:13 p.m.   
 
24.  ADJOURNMENT    

  
 Motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 10:13 p.m. was made by Councilman Devlin, seconded by 
Councilwoman Witko and declared unanimously carried by Mayor Glidden.  
 
        Provided to the Mayor and Council on  
        December 19, 2019 for approval at the  
        Sine Die Meeting to be held  
        Thursday, January 2, 2020 
 
 
        __________________________ 
        Arlene Marie Gray, RMC 
        Deputy Borough Clerk  
 
 
Prepared by Carol A. Kroepke 
utilizing recording and Deputy Borough Clerk’s  
notes  
 
Approved at the Sine Die Meeting held January 2, 2020 
Consent Agenda Item No. 9a 
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MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

 
WORK SESSION NOTES – DECEMBER 11, 2019 - 7:30 P.M. 
  
 The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Closter held a Work Session on Wednesday,  
December 11, 2019.  Mayor Glidden called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. 
 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
  Mayor Glidden invited all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
2. PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT 
 

 This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of 
New Jersey, was included in the Annual Notice of Meetings, which was published in The Record and The 
Star Ledger on January 9, 2019, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and has remained 
posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available 
to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk. 
 

3. ROLL CALL 
 
The following were present: 
 Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr.  
 Councilpersons Scott Devlin, Alissa Latner, Dolores Witko, Joseph Yammarino, Jannie Chung 
   and Victoria Amitai 
 Borough Administrator, Edward Hynes 
 Borough Attorney, Edward T. Rogan 
 Deputy Borough Clerk, Arlene Marie Gray 
 Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola 
 Chief Financial Officer, Joseph Luppino  
 Chief of Police, Jack McTigue 
 Fire Chief, Mark Lupardi 
   
The following were not present: 
 Borough Clerk, Loretta Castano 
 
 Mayor explained the BOT Squad and said their presentation will be postponed to January 
(1/15/20). They have devised a transportation system with gondolas for Closter to relieve traffic.  
 

4. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF COMMUNICATION ITEMS 
 

a. MAIL LIST OF DECEMBER 5, 2019 – Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council 
wished to address any matter to provide any comments. Item No. 2 was removed by Michael Kafer; Item 
No. 5 was removed by Councilman Yammarino; Item No. 8 was removed by Borough Engineer. 
 
Item No. 2: Received 11/22/19, Dated 11/22/19, from Michael Kafer, 261 Parsells Lane re 
Recommendation that the governing body adopts a clear policy concerning the availability of public 
property to the public at large and to Borough officers and employees for conducting personal business 
 
Michael Kafer, 261 Parsells Lane referred to Ordinance No. 18-2 Ethical Standards, a copy of which 
Councilwoman Witko passed out. Mr. Kafer said the ordinance indicates that “no officer elected or 
appointed shall request, use or permit the use of any public property for his convenience or private 
advantage to himself or herself or any other person”. He read the caveats on usage of the Borough facilities 
as indicated in the ordinance but there is no stated public policy about use of the council chambers. Use of 
Borough e-mail is prohibited for personal use and noted that there should be a resolution stating the policy 
for use of the Council Chambers. It has to be open to Council members but the other Council members 
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should be notified of same. He said the ordinance needs to be revised and it becomes an ethical question on 
the use of the Chambers.  
 
 Mayor Glidden said he is guilty of using Borough e-mail personally because he sent out campaign 
literature inadvertently rather than using his personal e-mail and he apologized for same. He suggested that 
Mr. Kafer write a letter on the subject to the Board of Ethics since it is a non-partisan board. In terms of the 
use of Borough properties, the Council Chambers has been used for various meetings in addition to the 
Senior Center and he believed the meeting being referred to was a meeting that he and three Council 
members had about the schools. Because the Senior Center was being used by Mr. Kafer, he moved his 
meeting over to the Council Chambers. He said language could be put in the ordinance to address the 
situation. Mr. Kafer said the Mayor’s error should be part of the municipal record and the letter marked as a 
document of the town. He acknowledged the Mayor’s self-reporting but felt the error should be corrected 
because this is a political issue. He requested that the Mayor forward his letter to the Board of Ethics and 
Mayor Glidden said he would take it under advisement.  
  
Item No. 5: Received 11/25/19, Dated 11/25/19, from Jennifer Rothschild, Chair, Friends of the Lustron 
Committee, Closter Historic Society, to Loretta Castano re Copies of letters sent to contractors thanking 
them for their work on the Lustron 
 Councilman Yammarino explained these are letters to Lupardi’s Nursery, Bradbury Landscape and 
Robert Diehl to thank them for their volunteer work at the Lustron House.  
 
Item No. 8: Received 11/27/19, Dated 11/21/19, from Diane Gutierrez-Scaccetti, Commissioner, , New 
Jersey  State Department of Transportation, to The Honorable John Glidden, Mayor, Closter; cc: Municipal 
Clerk, Municipal Engineer re Award of NJ Department of Transportation (NJDOT) Fiscal Year 2020 
Municipal Aid Program for the Lewis Street-Storig Avenue–Eckerson Avenue Project in the amount of 
$210,000.00 
 Borough Engineer said the overall cost estimate is $300,000. Bergen County towns usually get 
$250,000 so this year is it a little less. He said the project would be included in a budget for the 2020 Road 
Program so that we can go out to bid early next year. We do not want to go out to bid in the summer for the 
completion of the project in late fall or early winter. He said his tentative program he provided the Borough 
Administrator would include Lewis Street, Storig Avenue and Eckerson Avenue funded by the State and 
the other roads would include Arnold Avenue, Kinkaid Avenue, MacArthur Avenue and Wainwright Court 
for approximately $750,000 and would include all components.  

   
b. MAIL LIST OF DECEMBER 12, 2019 – Deputy Borough Clerk reported the following items were 
received for the upcoming Mail List but pertained to the Ordinances up for public hearing tonight and a 
matter involving a new construction. 
Item No. 2: Received 12/06/19, Dated 12/06/19, from Rose Mitchell, Land Use Coordinator/Planning 
Board, to Borough Clerk re Letter expressing concerns raised at 12/4/19 meeting re Propose Tree 
Ordinance Revisions (Ordinance No. 2019:1266, “An Ordinance To Amend Code Chapter 181, Tree 
Preservation and Removal”, introduced 11/13/19 and scheduled for Public Hearing and adoption on 
12/11/19) Distributed 12/6/19 
 Councilman Devlin referred to the tree cash performance bond and when to release it and he noted 
the amount is set by the tree expert. Relative to the involvement by the Borough Engineer, he felt there is 
no need for an escrow to be added to the tree ordinance and the Borough Attorney said the Board can 
handle that through the fee ordinance and add it to the application. Relative to the 200 foot notification, he 
noted that there are other types of mail that can be used and Borough Attorney said it was due to a situation 
of clear cutting on Piermont Road where the first notice was the actual cutting down of the trees. To protect 
the trees there should be notification to the neighbors even though it is burdensome. It gives the neighbors 
the opportunity to review the plan and he noted that the Borough Engineer had gone to that one job on 
Piermont Road and shut it down. Councilman Devlin recalled the two properties on Hickory Lane that were 
clear cut without notification and nobody knew it even happened. Councilwoman Amitai referred to 
incidents of trees being cut down that were the neighbor’s and not their own. In answer to Councilwoman 
Amitai, Borough Attorney said the applicant must obtain the 200 foot list and do the mailing but only if it is 
more than three (3) trees in two (2) years. Deputy Borough Clerk advised that the cost of certified mail is 
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$6.70 per letter and Councilman Devlin noted that a certificate of mailing is $1.45. Councilwoman Witko 
expressed concerns that you never know if legally the resident received the letter but Councilman Devlin 
said he is comfortable with that. 
 
Item No. 3: Received 12/06/19, Dated 12/05/19, from Dr. David H. Barad to Borough Clerk re Concerns re 
Ordinance No. 2019:1266, Amendment to Code Chapter 181, Tree Preservation and Removal (Distributed 
12/6/19) 
 
Dr. David H, Barad, 26 Kinkaid Avenue, said the Engineer should continue to be a part of the process to 
determine the soil and the effect on soil and water retention.  Dr. Barad said the tree expert is an expert on 
trees but not on construction. In the case of a major project involving soil and tree removal, the project 
would be before the Planning Board. In the case of cutting down five (5) trees the Engineer is not involved 
under the current ordinance and he is concerned about how will they know when to involve the Borough 
Engineer. He also questioned where comments would go to in the event an application is not before a 
Board. In the past it was two (2) trees now it would be three (3) trees that could be removed before a permit 
is applied for and these tend to be the most mature trees on the property, which they feel they might not 
receive permission to be removed. He suggested that the diameter of the trees be included and more than 
one person should be involved in the removal process. Councilman Devlin said he would like to meet with 
the Zoning and Planning Boards on this matter and he asked that this ordinance be moved as is and 
promised to address the involvement of the Engineer after further discussions. 

 
Mark Lupardi, 707 Blanch Avenue expressed concern about the hardships being placed on a homeowner 
because of the way tree ordinances are written. He offered explanation of zoning and removing trees to put 
in a pool and said it feels unfair to be able to do something in his yard by zoning law that he is allowed to 
do and have to go through an extra step. Councilman Devlin said that you can still remove two trees no 
matter what but more than that the neighbors must be notified. Mr. Lupardi said it is time consuming and if 
the proposed construction complies with the zoning the trees should be removed. He urged the Council to 
think about same. 
 
Item No. 9: Received 12/11/19, Dated 12/10/19, from Richard Reduce, Dorato, LLC re 86 Wainwright 
Ave., Block 2211, Lot 17, New Utility Pole Installation (Distributed 12/11/19) 
 Borough Engineer wanted to note the contractor wants to install a new above-ground pole to 
provide underground service, and it seems counterproductive. If you want underground service go to an 
existing pole and install the service in a trench under the street. He said that he would inspect the area and 
report back. In answer to Councilwoman Amitai, Borough Engineer said this matter was not brought up 
before the Planning Board at the time of application.   
 

5. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS FROM REGULAR MEETING 
 (Refer to Regular Meeting Agenda of December 11, 2019) 
 

 Deputy Borough Clerk requested to add Item No. 21b. Chief of Police Monthly Report for 
November 2019, which was received 12/10/19. No objections were expressed by Council members. 
 
 Councilman Devlin referred to Item Nos. 9 and 13; Councilwoman Witko referred to Item No. 18. 
 

*9. RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING VOTE TO AUTHORIZE IZENBERG APPRAISAL ASSOCIATES 
TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL PROFESSIONAL SERVICES PERTAINING TO AN APPRAISAL OF 
121 SCHRAALENBURGH ROAD, FOR A FEE NOT TO EXCEED $2,500 (Received from Borough 
Attorney 11/20/19) Carried from RM 11/25/19 

 
  Councilman Devlin referred to concerns raised at the last meeting relative to this property and the 

unknown environmental status of same and voiced his understanding that the price will truly be variant on 
the extent of the contamination. Mayor Glidden said that the expenditure of $2,500 was verbally approved 
at a prior meeting and the money has been spent for the appraisal based on the verbal approval of the 
Council. Mayor Glidden noted that the Borough Engineer has indicated there probably are more 
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environmental problems on the property than the owner let on to and he reassured the Council that he 
indicated we would not enter into negotiations for the property unless we were sure it was cleaned up. The 
DEP has indicated that the property is in the process of being cleaned and he would like see this property 
come into Borough hands rather than it become a store or a big house on a small property because we 
haven’t been spending much on Open Space land acquisitions. Councilman Devlin referred to the Open 
Space Recreation Plan and the possibility of getting a State match. 

 
*13. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONTRACT WITH LERCH, VINCI & 

HIGGINS TO PROVIDE ACCOUNTING SERVICES FOR PBA COST ANALYSIS (per proposal dated 
9/30/19 for an amount not to exceed $958.75) Received from Administrator’s office 12/3/19 

 
  Councilman Devlin questioned why we are paying the Auditor to review liquor licenses and 

Borough Attorney advised that it is State law for the Borough to review the financials before the Borough 
can recommend issuance of a license. It is an ABC requirement and a copy of the report can be requested 
by a member of the Council.  

 
*18. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ABATEMENT OF NUISANCES AND CHARGES TO BE 

ASSESSED AND LEVIED UPON THE AFFECTED PROPERTY: 501 CLOSTER DOCK ROAD 
(Received from Borough Attorney 12/5/19) 

 
  In answer to Councilwoman Witko, Borough Attorney explained that the property is in disrepair 

and the Property Management Official has made multiple attempts to have the property owner, which is the 
bank to clean the property, without success. He explained the provision in the Borough ordinance and State 
law allowing the Borough to authorize the DPW to clean up the property for aesthetics and health purposes. 
A lien can then be placed on the property so when the property is sold so the Borough is reimbursed. It was 
determined that the clean up would cost $800 and State law requires the DPW Superintendent to submit 
certification that it would not exceed that amount and the Mayor and Council must approve same. Mayor 
Glidden noted that there were approximately twenty-two (22) properties owned by banks that need repairs. 
Borough Attorney noted that State law provides that the banks must put the Borough on notice when they 
take over a property.  

 
*21. REPORTS   
   

a. CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL – NOVEMBER 2019 (Received 12/2/19) 
b. CHIEF OF POLICE – NOVEMBER 2019 (Received 12/10/19) 
 

6. PROFESSIONAL REPORTS 
 
A. BOROUGH ATTORNEY 
 1) STATUS REPORT RE STATUS OF ZBA DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT FOR  
  WIGGERS, BLOCK 1203/LOTS 1, 2, 3 & 4, 51 & 63 JOHN STREET (14. M.L.  
  4/19/18) – Borough Attorney reported this can be removed since there is no Developer’s 
Agreement at this point and can be moved over to litigation. This matter can be removed from the Agenda.  

2) STATUS REPORT RE ADVERTISEMENT OF BIDS FOR SOLID WASTE TRANSFER 
  STATION SERVICES (Approved RM 9/11/19) Bid opening to be held 1/15/20 @ 10 a.m. 
  – Mr. Rogan reported the notice to bidders has been published and the bid opening is 
scheduled for January 15, 2020.  

3) REPORT RE ADVERTISEMENT OF BIDS FOR RECYCLABLE MATERIALS  
  (Approved RM 10/7/19) – Borough Attorney noted he met with the DPW Superintendent 
and IWS representatives and our recycling bid process has been incorporated into our Host Community 
Agreement. We are having discussions to continue same into the future.  

4) STATUS REPORT RE BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR EMPLOYMENT CONTRACT 
  AND BACKGROUND CHECK (Approved RM 10/7/19) – Mr. Rogan reported the 
Borough Administrator’s employment contract has been finalized, the background check is pending and the 
contract has been signed and returned by the Borough Administrator.  
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – DECEMBER 11, 2019 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
6. PROFESSIONAL REPORTS (Continued) 

 
A. BOROUGH ATTORNEY (Continued) 

5) STATUS REPORT RE PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH NW  
  FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC FOR FINANCIAL ADVISORY SERVICES FOR THE  
  REMAINDER OF 2019 (Approved RM 9/11/19) – Borough Attorney informed no 
information has been received at this time and he would discuss same with the Borough Administrator next 
week.  

6) STATUS REPORT RE UNEXPIRED ONE YEAR TERM TO 12/31/19 OF CERTAIN  
  APPOINTMENTS HELD BY THE FORMER ADMINISTRATOR AND AS   
  ALTERNATE JOINT INSURANCE FUND COMMISSIONER FOR A TWO YEAR  
  TERM TO 12/31/20) – Mr. Rogan reported these appointments will be taken care of at the 
Reorganization Meeting and can be removed from future Agendas. 

7) REPORT RE PLANNING BOARD MASTER PLAN REEXAMINATION REPORT       
  (5. M.L. 11/7/19 & 2a & 2b M.L. 11/21/19) – Borough Attorney reported the report has 
been received by the Mayor and Council and can be removed from the Agenda.  

8) REPORT RE BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR JOB DESCRIPTION (ORDINANCE NO. 
  2017:1225, Amending Code Chapter 3, Administrator) – Mr. Rogan advised this matter is 
on the Ordinance Committee Agenda and the HR Committee is looking into same as well.  

9) REPORT – Borough Attorney reported the following: 
 a. Dwarskill Culvert – No response has been received from the County on this matter 

and we will continue to work on the matter with Norwood.  
 b. Village School is moving forward and we are still awaiting funding.  
 c. Relative to PBA negotiations, he would be requesting a closed session to discuss 

same.   
 d. Squicciarini v. the Borough of Closter is in the Appellate Division and a briefing 

schedule will be issued soon. We have been referred to a mandatory settlement conference but no date has 
been set.  

 e. Rosenblum v. Miele and the Borough of Closter Tax Appeal - there are currently 
cases for 2016, 2017 and 2018 on appeal. The briefs have been completed and submitted with oral 
arguments next year. The 2019 case that was filed was dismissed by the Tax Court Judge for failure to 
prosecute and it may be appealed by Mr. Rosenblum.  

 
Borough Attorney informed he had an attorney-client issue regarding the Police Department which 

was requested to be discussed in Closed Session.  
 

B. BOROUGH ENGINEER – Borough Engineer reminded he submitted his Quarterly Status Report and 
provided the following updates: 

1) STATUS REPORT RE SWIM CLUB PHASE II CONTAMINATION INVESTIGATION 
(Authorized RM 7/9/14/Contract Amendment for Remedial Excavation not to exceed 
$106,000 Authorized RM 6/12/19) 

2) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING PB DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT:  
 a. BLOCK 1607/LOT 1 & BLOCK 1310/LOT 2 (CLOSTER MARKETPLACE (EBA) 
  LLC AND CENTENNIAL AME ZION CHURCH) (Approved RM 4/22/15) 

 3) STATUS REPORT RE INITIAL PHASE OF TIER A MUNICIPAL STORMWATER  
  PERMITTING PLAN (SP3) PER PROPOSAL DATED 4/9/19 IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO 
  EXCEED $5,000 FOR THE INITIAL PHASE (10 M.L. 4/11/19) Authorized RM 5/8/19 – 
Borough Engineer reported this item has now been completed and can be removed from future Agendas.   

4) STATUS REPORT RE 2019 NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
LOCAL AID PROJECT FOR THE RAILROAD AVENUE, NAUGLE STREET AND 
OLD CLOSTER DOCK ROAD IMPROVEMENTS AND 2019 BOROUGH ROAD 
PAVING PROGRAM (Grant ID MA-2019-Railroad Ave., Naugle St. & Old Closter Dock 
Road-00278) Notification of award 3/29/19/$222,000 (5. M.L. 4/4/19) Bid Opening held 
7/2/19 @ 11:30 a.m./Contract awarded RM 7/10/19 to J.A. Alexander/$575,460 
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – DECEMBER 11, 2019 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
6. PROFESSIONAL REPORTS (Continued) 

 
B. BOROUGH ENGINEER (Continued) 

5) STATUS REPORT RE REVISIONS TO BOROUGH ZONING MAP DUE TO ADOPTION 
  OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING ORDINANCES (Reported @ WS 6/26/19/Requires adoption 
  by Ordinance) Proposal CL-1370 dated 11/21/19 rec’d 13. M.L. 11/21/19 – Mr. DeNicola 
reported a proposal has been submitted to the Borough and is still pending approval.  

6) STATUS REPORT RE PROPOSED IMPROVEMENT AND SIGNALIZATION OF  
  VERVALEN STREET AND PIERMONT ROAD (Approved RM 9/11/19) – Borough 
Engineer reported the survey was completed and submitted to the County and we are awaiting 
recommendations from them. He suggested that the Borough write the County reemphasizing the importance 
of this project. We cannot move forward until a suggested alignment is received from the County.  

7) REPORT RE ENVIRONMENTAL ENGINEERING AND PERMITTING SERVICES FOR 
THE CONSTRUCTION OF TWO (2) BUTLER BUILDINGS AT THE CLOSTER 
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS (Approved RM 10/7/19) 

8) REPORT – Mr. DeNicola informed the foregoing items concluded his report. 
 

7. REPORTS 
 

A. BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR 
 1) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING INSURANCE MATTER(S): 

             for the following Mail List requests re Insurance:  None  
2) STATUS REPORT RE GEORGE A. KOTEEN ASSOCIATES, INC. UTILITY AUDIT  

  (Approved RM 10/7/19) – Mr. Hynes reminded there is no charge to the Borough for this 
service. He explained that they have run into a bureaucratic wall at this time because Verizon has toughened 
their requirements for releasing proprietary information. He noted that it is not easy to get meter information 
because they are having a hard time locating them all but both are on parallel tracks.  

3) STATUS REPORT RE 2020 MUNICIPAL BUDGET PREPARATIONS – Borough 
Administrator reported that he has held informal budget meetings with the Police Department, DPW and 
Building Department. Tomorrow there will be a meeting with the Fire Department and Board of Health. This 
year we are going to invite the Department Heads to meet with him and the Finance Department because they 
know more about their departmental needs than he does. They propose to have meetings in mid-January with 
the Finance Committee once Committee appointments are made for next year.  

4) REPORT RE ADVERTISEMENTS FOR MUNICIPAL COURT ADMINISTRATOR – Mr. 
Hynes explained this will be a bifurcated discussion and a Closed Session is requested for later this evening 
on this issue. Ads for the Court Administrator have been closed down and 9 resumes have been received. The 
proposed interviews have been postponed from this Friday (12/13/19) because of a proposal from a 
neighboring town. He reminded there is certain urgency to finding a replacement because people come to pay 
warrants or tickets and there’s nowhere to send them.   

5) REPORT RE MUNICIPAY FOR MUNICIPAL COURT (RM 11/13/19) – Borough 
Administrator reported the credit card reader has been approved which was deferred until we get a Court 
Administrator. The Fire Marshall is going to put a card reader in his office as a test to work out the bugs. He 
reminded that the Borough can charge a fee to residents for payment processing, but the Municipal Court 
cannot. 

6) REPORT RE REQUEST FOR “NO DUMPING” AND “NO ELECTRIC VEHICLES”  
  SIGNS AT SCHAUBLE PARK (Requested by Councilman Devlin @ WS 11/25/19) – Mr. 
Hynes reported the matter has been temporarily resolved by putting duct tape over the language, however, the 
DPW is working with the Police Department on the appropriate language for the sign. In answer to 
Councilman Devlin the no dumping sign and the adult supervision sign are being addressed. He noted these 
are high on the priority list and he will speak to the DPW Superintendent tomorrow to reiterate same. 
Councilwoman Chung asked for a proof of the language before same are installed.   
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – DECEMBER 11, 2019 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
7. REPORTS (Continued) 
 

A. BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR (Continued) 
7) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING GRANTS: 

a. FILED 
1. 2020-2021 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF  

  $12,900.00 PROPOSED BY THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER FOR ADA AUTOMATIC 
  SWING OPERATOR DOORS FOR THE CLOSTER PUBLIC LIBRARY COMMUNITY 
  ROOM ENTRANCE (Approved RM 11/13/19) – Borough Administrator reported an 
application for an automatic back door of the Library was submitted on time. We are handicapped because 
we are a well to do town but this should be a good candidate because it will also serve the Senior Citizens 
as that location is now also a polling place.  
b. AWARDED - To be announced by Administrator 

1. 2017 BERGEN COUNTY OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND MATCHING GRANT FOR  
  THE RUCKMAN PARK WALKING PATH LIGHTING PROJECT PHASE II IN THE  
  AMOUNT OF $29,532.00 (Authorized RM 6/28/17/Notification of award dated 9/19/18  
  rec’d from Administrator’s Office 15. M.L. 12/13/18) – Mr. Hynes informed he met with 
the Recreation Director and DPW Superintendent; and the Recreation Director will be asking for a ribbon 
cutting ceremony. Concrete stanchions are being made so there is a fast track on this project.   

2. 2019 BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT  FOR  
  THE CLOSTER SENIOR CENTER PARKING AREA LIGHTING PROJECT IN THE  
  AMOUNT OF $42,980.00 (Approved RM 2/13/19) Notification of award in the amount of 
  $42,980.00 rec’d 15 M.L 9/12/19 – The grant size was increased by $4,526.71 because the 
prices went up since the time of the original quote and this is only for the lighting around the Senior Center. 
The lighting around the Borough Hall parking lot is a separate project and the Mayor and Council must 
decide if they want to make that part of a capital project. The DPW Superintendent warns that all the trees 
could die because of the conduits. The Senior Center lighting must be completed by May 15, 2020 or we 
will lose the grant. We are scheduling a pre-construction meeting.  

3. 2020 NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION LOCAL AID GRANT 
FOR THE LEWIS STREET, STORIG AVENUE and ECKERSON AVENUE PROJECT 
(Grant ID: MA-2020-Lewis Street-Storig Avenue-Eckerson Avenue–00409/Authorized 
RM 7/10/19) Notice of award of $210,000/8 M.L. 12/5/19 – rec’d 

c. TO BE FILED - To be announced by Administrator  
 6) REPORT – Borough Administrator reported the PSE&G gas upgrade is a major project 
and thanks to the Police Department, Building Department and DPW, equipment is being staged at the 
Swim Club, test borings are being done on streets and they expect this project to start any day. The 
approvals were fast-tracked by the Borough and PSE&G is very grateful for that. Permits from the Police 
Department and Building Department; this is a win-win for all situation. In answer to Councilwoman 
Chung, Borough Engineer explained half the road would be patched to restore the trench and come back in 
the spring or summer to repave the trench. In answer to Councilwoman Chung, he said there are varying 
degrees of the work and would depend on the street and the size of the pipe. 
 

In answer to Councilwoman Amitai, Borough Administrator said the fee for Municipay was 
included in the budget in the amount of $7,500 but the actual fee would be dramatically less and paid for by 
the user.   
 

In answer to Councilwoman Amitai, Borough Administrator said there could be up to 8 new poles 
and he will recirculate the proposal and he would check to determine if the poles were the same as the 
existing poles on Closter Dock Road.   
 
B. BOROUGH CLERK 

1) STATUS REPORT RE 2019 APPOINTMENTS – Deputy Borough Clerk reported as this 
is the last meeting of the year the remaining open appointments will be removed from the Regular Meeting 
Agenda and placed on the Reorganization Meeting Agenda. 
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – DECEMBER 11, 2019 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
7. REPORTS (Continued) 
 

B. BOROUGH CLERK (Continued) 
1) STATUS REPORT RE 2019 APPOINTMENTS (Continued) 
 a.   STATUS REPORT RE PREPARATIONS FOR 2020 APPOINTMENTS – Ms. 

Gray reported that as of today, we have not received any response from the Board of Ethics or the Historic 
Preservation Commission as to recommendations for reappointment or to fill any vacancies. The original 
request was sent on 10/11/19 and due on 11/22/19; and a second request was sent 12/4/19. 
 2) STATUS REPORT RE 2019 OATHS OF OFFICE – Deputy Borough Clerk reported 
Oaths for recent appointments have been received and none are outstanding. 

3) STATUS REPORT RE 2019 LICENSES – Ms. Gray reported 2019 Licenses are current. 
 a. STATUS REPORT RE PREPARATIONS FOR 2020 LICENSES – Deputy 

Borough Clerk reported Borough Licenses are due on Friday, 12/13/19 and the only ones outstanding at 
this time are for Live Entertainment. 

4) STATUS REPORT RE 2019 MEETING DATES – Ms. Gray reported 2019 Meeting Dates 
are current. 

 a. STATUS REPORT RE PREPARATIONS FOR 2020 MEETING DATES – 
Deputy Borough Clerk reported Meeting Dates were due 12/6/19 and we have not heard back from the 
Improvement Commission or Municipal Court. A second request was sent earlier today. 

5) STATUS REPORT RE 2018 UNFINISHED BUSINESS – Ms. Gray informed there was 
nothing new to report. 

6) STATUS REPORT RE OPRA REQUESTS – Deputy Borough Clerk reported as of today 
we have processed 291 OPRA Requests and on this date last year there were 216. 

7) STATUS REPORT RE RESOLUTION TO PURSUE A FAIR AND OPEN PROCESS IN 
 AWARDING CERTAIN CONTRACTS IN THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER  

(Approved RM 10/23/19 – RFQ posted on www.closternj.us 10/29/19 – Opening  
 held Tuesday, 12/3/19, @ 11:00 a.m.) – Ms. Gray reported the opening was held as 

scheduled and proposals were posted in the web portal and distributed to the Board of Health, Planning 
Board, Zoning Board of Adjustment and Tax Assessor. No Proposals were received for Financial Advisory 
Services for 2020. 
 8) REPORT RE REQUESTS TO BE MADE TO THE ORDINANCE COMMITTEE FOR  
  CONSIDERATION IN 2020 – Deputy Borough Clerk reported Ms. Castano will report on 
this item at the first Work Session in January 2020.    

9) REPORT – Ms. Gray reported our long-awaited printer has been delivered and we 
patiently await its installation. 

 
 C.         CHIEF OF POLICE 

1) REPORT – Chief McTigue reported on an unannounced visit from Superintendent General 
Sang Lee from South Korea and he is in New Jersey doing three years community policing research. Mr. 
Lee was impressed with various aspects of the Department.   
 The Chief reported No Shave November was very successful and the teachers got involved this 
year. There was a significant increase in donations. PBA will select a recipient from the Northern Valley 
area to receive the donations. The collision at Knickerbocker Road and Durie Avenue caused significant 
damage taking down a pole, which was down for a considerable period of time. He said the damage was 
repaired as quickly as possible and he thanked Pesce and the Department of Public Works.  

 
D.         MAYOR  
 1) REPORT – Mayor Glidden reported the Ribbon cutting for Brasserie Memere will be held 
this week and he will send a notice of the actual date and time. Proposal was received from individual in 
Closter who already formed a committee to have the Mayor and Council on a once a month basis to declare a  
Social Media Out day, that would encourage everyone to stay away from social media for a day. This is 
mostly aimed at the kids. It would be a day free from social media and giving time back that we would lose to 
an electronic device. The committee includes several people from Tenakill School, a guidance counselor 
principal, vice-principal and one teacher. He said he would circulate the information.  
 Mayor Glidden said he has several items for Closed Session involving personnel and contracts.  
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 Councilwoman Amitai proposed a Bubbly Walk in which a ticket is bought and you go from store to 
store and drink champagne as you go. Chief McTigue said drinking from an open container is not permitted 
in public. ABC laws are specific as to how the beverage is provided and who provides the beverage. He felt 
that coffee was a much better idea. The Chief reminded everyone that one of the newer salons advertised 
giving away a drink for anyone coming in for a haircut and it was determined that it was against ABC laws. 
Borough Attorney said he would look into the matter and Councilwoman Chung noted that the idea is good 
but can be accomplished without alcohol.  
 

9. OLD BUSINESS    
 

a. CONTINUED DISCUSSIONS RE THE FOLLOWING:  
 

1) Borough Attorney report re consultation with Borough Engineer re follow up on   
status of EMERGENCY REPAIRS TO BE MADE AT DWARSKILL “CULVERT”  
ON BLANCH AVENUE ALONG THE NORWOOD BORDER (Requested by Mayor 
WS 12/12/18) (8 M.L. 9/5/19 – copy of letter dated 8/28/19 from Norwood Borough 
Attorney to Bergen County Dept. of Planning and Engineering re culvert ownership) 
 

Councilwoman Latner referred to a possible donation to Vantage and Mayor Glidden advised that 
in the past the Borough has donated $1,000, which he recommended for this year. Councilman Devlin 
objected to the donation noting that there should be more structure when donations are made from the 
Borough. 

 
10. NEW BUSINESS  
 
11. OPEN MEETING TO THE PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER PER NJSA 10:4-12(A) (SUBJECT TO A 5-

MINUTE LIMIT PER GENERAL RULE NUMBER 11) EXCEPT FOR ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR 
PUBLIC HEARING AT THE REGULAR MEETING 

 
  Mayor Emeritus Heymann reminded there used to be a resident who brought cookies at 

Christmastime and everyone enjoys it and she is continuing the tradition. She noted that the reason Vantage 
gets a contribution from Closter is because they provide services to Closter residents. There is a benefit for 
clients of Vantage because of our small contribution and she expressed support for the continuance of the 
contribution. Councilwoman Chung felt that could be a qualification for a contribution if they have 
contributed to our community. Mayor Heymann referred to Item 6 of the Borough Administrator’s report 
and noted it should indicate “No Motorized Vehicles” and Borough Administrator affirmed that the signage 
would be reviewed before the sign is made. Mayor Heymann referred to the “No Dumping” sign that was 
requested over three years ago and said there has always been a problem with the wording. Relative to the 
tree ordinance, she noted that one major ingredient is missing and that is scofflaws. She said the Borough 
has been far too lenient noting that trees have been removed before anyone noticed. The fine was minimal 
considering the number of trees cut down. She said there should be major fines for people that ignore the 
laws. 

 
Dr. David H. Barad (26 Kinkaid Avenue) said the Christmas Tree Lighting was a beautiful experience. 
Mayor Glidden commended the Improvement Commission and the Police Department. Dr. Barad referred 
to the Tree Ordinance noting that the Planning Board is not having another meeting this year but has 
organized a sub-committee on the subject of trees. Councilwoman Chung said the Zoning Board has a 
meeting scheduled for next Wednesday. He referred to Mr. Kafer’s issues earlier in the meeting and the 
suggested the Ethics Committee can review specific instances or get an opinion on the meaning of the 
subject ordinance. He agreed that it is a little ambiguous considering that there are several public buildings 
that are used. He would not like to see our public buildings restricted too much and it is time to have the 
Ethics Committee review the matter.  

 
12. DISCUSSION OF PUBLIC COMMENTS, IF APPROPRIATE 
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13. ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY PROPERLY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY 
 
14. ADJOURNMENT 

 
 Motion to adjourn the Work Session at 9:00 p.m. was made by Councilwoman Latner, seconded by 
Councilwoman Witko and declared unanimously carried by Mayor Glidden.  
 
       Provided to the Mayor and Council on  
       December 26, 2019 for approval at the  
       Sine Die Meeting to be held 
       Thursday, January 2, 2020 
 
 
       ________________________________ 

        Arlene Marie Gray, RMC 
        Deputy Borough Clerk  

     
Prepared by Carol A. Kroepke     
and Arlene Marie Gray, RMC,  
utilizing recording and the  
Deputy Borough Clerk’s notes    
 
Approved at the Sine Die Meeting held January 2, 2020 
Consent Agenda Item No. 9b 
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