
 
 

MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – DECEMBER 13, 2017 - 7:30 P.M 
 
 Mayor Glidden called the meeting to order at 9:15 p.m. 
 

1.        PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT  
 
 This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of 
New Jersey, was included in the Annual Notice of Meetings which was published in The Record and The 
Star Ledger on January 9, 2017, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and has remained 
posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available 
to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.  

 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
 The following persons were present: 
  Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr.  

Councilpersons David Barad, (7:32 p.m.), Alissa Latner, Robert Di Dio, Joseph Yammarino,  
  Jannie Chung and Victoria Amitai (7:35 p.m.) 

  Borough Administrator, Arthur Braun Dolson 
  Borough Attorney, Edward Rogan  
  Borough Clerk, Loretta Castano 
  Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola 
  Chief of Police, Dennis Kaine 
  
 The following persons were also present: 

Councilman-Elect Scott Devlin 
Councilwoman-Elect Dolores Witko 

 
3. MAYORAL PRESENTATION(S) 
 
 CERTIFICATE OF CONGRATULATIONS TO DANIEL FOR HIS OUTSTANDING  

ACHIEVEMENT IN COMPLETING THE FIRST COLLECTION OF THE 2017  
CLOSTER POLICE DEPARTMENT BASEBALL CARD SERIES (Requested by  
Mayor 11/30/17) This presentation was made by Mayor Glidden in the Work Session. 
 

4.          PRESENTATION 
  

MARK THALER, ARCHITECT, TO PROVIDE REPORT REGARDING PREPARATION OF THE 
MAINTENANCE PRESERVATION PLAN FOR THE LUSTRON HOUSE (Requested by 
Administrator 11/30/17) This presentation was made by Mr. Thaler in the Work Session. 

 
5. MAYORAL APPOINTMENT(S) TO THE FOLLOWING BOARDS/COMMISSIONS: 

OFFICE 
 

INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Environmental Commission    

Member/Shade Tree 
Liaison 

Brian Stabile 
(Elected to Council) NO APPOINTMENT   

3 Years 
Unexp. 

(Stabile) 31-Dec-17 

Associate Member 
Arthur Goldberg 

(Dep. 3/6/17) NO APPOINTMENT   

1 Year 
Unexp. 

(Goldberg) 31-Dec-17 

Planning Board     

Class II/Rep. Gov’t 
of Closter 

Gary Montroy 
(Resigned) NO APPOINTMENT   

1 Year 
Unexp. 

(Montroy) 31-Dec-17 

Alternate No. 2 
Ansar Batool  

(Moved to Class IV RM 3/8/17) NO APPOINTMENT   

2 Years 
Unexp. 
(Batool) 31-Dec-17 

Shade Tree Commission     
Member/Environmental 

Commission Liaison 
Brian Stabile 

(Elected to Council) 
 

NO APPOINTMENT   5 Years  31-Dec-21 

Alternate No. 1 
Georgia Carey 

(Did not accept appointment) NO APPOINTMENT   

5 Years 
Unexp.  
(A. Ix) 31-Dec-17 
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6. PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION OF THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE @ 8:00 P.M. OR AS 
SOON THEREAFTER AS THE MATTER MAY BE HEARD: 

 
  This Ordinance was introduced at the Regular Meeting held 11/8/17, and was published in The 

Record issue of 11/14/17, as stated in the printer’s affidavit of publication.  Reprint of this Ordinance was 
posted on the Municipal Bulletin Board in accordance with statutory requirements, and copies have been 
made available to the general public.  

 
a. ORDINANCE NO. 2017:1234,  “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CODE CHAPTER 171, 
 STREETS AND SIDEWALKS, ARTICLE VI, STREET EXCAVATIONS, AND RELATED 
 FEE PROVISIONS IN CHAPTER §A301, FEES AND DEPOSITS” 
 
 Mayor Glidden opened the public hearing.  
 
 Borough Attorney noted that in Section 171-312, “Definitions” there is a typographical error that 
should read “damage to public property”. The corrected ordinance has been provided to the Borough 
Clerk and the correction does not substantially alter the substance of the ordinance and is, therefore, 
diminimus and would not prevent it from going forward this evening.  
 
 No one else wishing to be heard, Mayor Glidden closed the public hearing.  
 
 Motion approving adoption of Ordinance No. 2017:1234 was made by Councilman Di Dio, 
seconded by Councilman Barad and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of 
Councilpersons Barad, Latner, Di Dio, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai.   
 

7a.       VOTE ON CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
 

  Motion approving the Consent Agenda minus Item Nos. 22 and 25 was made by Councilwoman 
Amitai, seconded by Councilwoman Chung and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative 
vote of Councilpersons Barad, Latner, Di Dio, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai.  

  
  ORDINANCES 
 
8.  INTRODUCTION OF THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCES – PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION –  
  SINE DIE MEETING, TUESDAY, 1/2/18 @ 7:00 P.M. OR AS SOON THEREAFTER AS THE 

MATTER MAY BE HEARD: 
 

a. ORDINANCE NO. 2017:1235,  “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CODE CHAPTER 48, 
 PERSONNEL POLICIES, § 48-8A” (Received from Borough Attorney 11/30/17)   

 
b. ORDINANCE NO. 2017:1236,  “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CODE CHAPTER 183,  
 §183-84, CLOSTER PARKING RESERVE” (Received from Borough Attorney 11/30/17)   
 
c. ORDINANCE NO. 2017:1237,  “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CODE CHAPTER 35, 
 ARTICLE VI, § 35-53 HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION” (Received from Borough 
 Attorney 11/30/17)   
 

  RESOLUTIONS 
 

  9. BILL RESOLUTION – DECEMBER 15, 2017 
 (Received from Deputy Treasurer 12/7/17) 
 
10. RESOLUTION FIXING 2018 SINE DIE AND REORGANIZATION MEETING DATES 
 
11. RESOLUTION AWARDING REPLENISHMENT and INSTALLATION OF GARLAND WREATHS 

FROM CHRISTMAS SPECTACULAR, 267 RIDGE ROAD, LYNDHURST, NJ 07071 IN AN 
AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $12,539.00 (Received from Administrator 11/28/17) 

 
12. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING SEWER CONNECTION FOR ALPINE RESIDENT, ELLIOT 

MALONE, (407 ANDERSON AVENUE, BLOCK 78, LOT 3) IN ACCORDANCE WITH 
CLOSTER/ALPINE SEWER AGREEMENT DATED 8/5/1994 (Received from Administrator 11/29/17) 

 
13.  RESOLUTION APPOINTING ASSOCIATED APPRAISAL GROUP AS CONFLICT RESIDENTIAL 

APPRAISER (Received from Borough Attorney 11/27/17) 
 
14. RESOLUTION AWARDING INSTALLATION OF NEW BOILER IN DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 

WORKS OFFICE BUILDING TO TITANIUM PLUMBING & HEATING, P.O. BOX 7108, 
OAKLAND, NEW JERSEY 07436 FOR AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $6,675.00 (Received from  
Administrator 11/29/17) 
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15. RESOLUTION APPROVING ISSUANCE OF 2018 CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE FOR AKSON, 
LLC FOR THE FOLLOWING LIMOUSINE: 2016 CADILLAC XTS, VIN#2G61U5S37G9209610 
(Completed application filed, appropriate fees paid and approvals received from Borough professionals)  

 
15a.  RESOLUTION APPROVING ISSUANCE OF 2018 CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE FOR ROAD 

STAR LIMOUSINE SERVICE FOR THE FOLLOWING LIMOUSINE: 2012 CHEVROLET 
SUBURBAN, VIN# 1GNSKJE76CR320039 (Completed application filed, appropriate fees paid and 
approvals received from Borough professionals 12/12/17 @10 a.m.) 

 
16. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PLACE-TO-PLACE TRANSFER OF PLENARY (INACTIVE/ 

POCKET) RETAIL DISTRIBUTION LICENSE NO. 0207-44-008-004 (Received from Borough 
Attorney 12/6/17  

 
17. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO RELEASE AND RETURN ZONING 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT ENGINEERING ESCROW FEES IN THE AMOUNT OF $192.44 TO 
VICTORIA ROSE DUE TO SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF IMPROVEMENTS FOR BLOCK 
1316, LOT 17, 357 DEMAREST AVENUE (Received from Deputy Treasurer 12/6/17)   

 
18. RESOLUTION REQUESTING APPROVAL OF ITEM OF REVENUE AND APPROPRIATION 

UNDER N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-87 FOR “2015 RECYCLING TONNAGE GRANT” IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$17,066.08 (Received from Assistant CFO 12/6/17) 

 
19. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION  and 

EXECUTE A GRANT CONTRACT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION FOR THE CLOSTER BOROUGH PROJECT APPLICATION: LFIF-2018-
RAILROAD AVENUE-00068 (Received from Administrator  12/7/17) (Local Freight Impact Fund) 
 

20. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR AS SIGNATORY FOR 
GRANT AND TO SIGN ALL VOUCHERS IN CONNECTION WITH THE COUNTY OF BERGEN 
2017 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF $3,211.00, 
CONTRACT NUMBER PS-CLOSTER SR17 FOR SENIOR CITIZENS ACTIVITIES IN CLOSTER, 
NEW JERSEY (Received from Administrator 12/7/17) 

 
21.  RESOLUTION AWARDING PURCHASE OF VINYL GARAGE WORKSHOP FOR USE BY  
  CLOSTER POLICE DEPARTMENT TO BARN BROTHERS, LLC, 4850 WHITE HORSE PIKE,  
  EGG HARBOR, NJ 08215 FOR IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $8,475.00 (Received from 

Administrator 12/7/17) 
 

22.  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CORRECTION ACTION REQUIRED TO ADDRESS THE 2016  
  BOROUGH AUDIT ITEM, (3) Personnel Procedures Hire Dates (Received from Administrator 12/7/17) 
 

23.  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER TO PARTICIPATE IN A MUTUAL 
AID PLAN AND RAPID DEPLOYMENT FORCE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PLAN 
SUBMITTED BY THE BERGEN COUNTY POLICE CHIEF’S ASSOCIATION (Received from Chief 
of Police 12/7/17) 

 
24.  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SALARIED POSITION OF JOHN L. PETERS AS 

CONSTRUCTION CODE OFFICIAL (Received from Administrator 12/7/17) 
 

25.    RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SALARIED POSITION OF JOHN L. PETERS AS ZONING 
OFFICER (Received from Administrator 12/7/17) 

 
25a. RESOLUTION HIRING THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS AS TEMPORARY LABORER/DRIVER 

IN THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS – STREETS & ROADS DIVISION FROM 12/1/17 
THROUGH 12/31/17 AT PER DIEM RATE OF $25 PER HOUR, AS NEEDED, FOR THE REMOVAL 
OF SNOW, NOT TO EXCEED 37.5 HOURS PER WEEK:  ROBERT DIPPOLITO, CARLO LEIVA, 
PAUL BAUDONE (Received from Administrator 12/12/17 @ 5:00 p.m.) 

 
25b. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PAYMENT OF $800,000.00 AS DEPOSIT ON PURCHASE  

OF 511 DURIE AVENUE, CLOSTER, NEW JERSEY (Received from Borough Attorney  
12/13/17 @ 1:00 p.m.) 

 
  MOTIONS  
 
26. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING SALARIED APPOINTMENT(S) NOT MADE AT THE  
 REORGANIZATION MEETING HELD 1/3/17:  

OFFICE 
 

INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 
Planner to Implement 
Portions of the 2008 
Master Plan 

Caroline Reiter P.P., AICP                    
Christopher P. Statile, PA NO APPOINTMENT   1 Year 31-Dec-17 
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27.        MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING NON-SALARIED APPOINTMENT(S):  

OFFICE 
 

INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Historian 
Arthur Goldberg 

(Dep. 3/6/17) NO APPOINTMENT   

1 Year 
Unexp. 

(Goldberg) 31-Dec-17 
 
28. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING APPLICATION AS NEW MEMBER OF THE  

KNICKERBOCKER HOOK AND LADDER COMPANY (Requested by Fire Official 12/7/17/Received 
from Fire Chief 12/8/17) 

 
a. DANIEL HARGRAVE 

 
29. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING MINUTES (Distributed 11/30/17)  
 ABSTENTIONS: CHUNG, DI DIO 
 

a. REGULAR MEETING HELD NOVEMBER 20, 2017 
b. WORK SESSION HELD NOVEMBER 20, 2017 

 
30.  REPORTS 
 

a.   CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL – NOVEMBER 2017 (Received 12/4/17) 
b.   CHIEF OF POLICE – NOVEMBER 2017 (Received 12/11/17) 

 
7b. VOTE ON ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
31.      OPEN MEETING TO PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER, PER N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (a)      
  (Subject to 5-minute limit per By-Laws General Rule No.11) 
 
32.  ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY 
 
29-1.  The following motion was made by Councilman Barad and seconded by Councilwoman Latner: 
 
  MOTION TO ALLOW CHIEF OF POLICE TO BEGIN THE PROCESS FOR INTERVIEWING AND 

ACQUIRING NEW EMPLOYEES IN THE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
 
   Said motion was declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of 
  Councilpersons Barad, Latner, Di Dio, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai.  
 
32a.  Motion approving the following Closed Session Resolution at 9:27 p.m. was made by 

Councilman Barad seconded by Councilman Di Dio and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the 
affirmative vote of Councilpersons Barad, Latner, Di Dio, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai.  

 
  OMNIBUS OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT RESOLUTION authorizing the governing body pursuant 

to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 to exclude the public from the next portion of the meeting in order to permit the 
governing body to discuss per N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(8), “A matter involving public employees”; and that 
the item under discussion in the closed meeting would be disclosed to the public at the conclusion of the 
matter which should be within 3-6 weeks.                . 

 
33. ADJOURNMENT   
 
   Motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 9:40 p.m. was made by Councilman Di Dio               

seconded by Councilman Barad  and declared unanimously carried by Mayor Glidden.  
 
         Provided to the Mayor and Council on 
         December 21, 2017 for approval at the  
         Sine Die Meeting to be held  
         January 2, 2018   
 
 
         ______________________________ 
         Loretta Castano, RMC 
         Borough Clerk 
 
 Prepared by Carol A. Kroepke, RMC 
 utilizing recording and Borough Clerk’s  
 notes 
 
 Approved at the Sine Die Meeting held January 2, 2018 
 Consent Agenda Item No. 9a. 
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MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

 
WORK SESSION NOTES – DECEMBER 13, 2017 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
 The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Closter held a Work Session on Wednesday,  
December 13, 2017. Mayor Glidden called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
 Mayor Glidden invited all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
2. PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT 
 

 This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of 
New Jersey, was included in the Notice of Meetings which was published in The Record and the Star 
Ledger on January 9, 2017, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and has remained 
continuously posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has 
been available to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.  
 

3. ROLL CALL 
 
The following persons were present: 

Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr.  
Councilpersons David Barad (7:32 p.m.), Alissa Latner, Robert Di Dio, Joseph Yammarino,  
  Jannie Chung and Victoria Amitai (7:35 p.m.) 
Borough Administrator, Arthur Braun Dolson 
Borough Attorney, Edward T. Rogan 
Borough Clerk, Loretta Castano 
Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola 
Chief of Police, Dennis Kaine 

 
The following persons were also present: 
 Councilman-Elect Scott Devlin 
 Councilwoman-Elect Dolores Witko 
 
 At this time, Mayor Glidden deviated from the Work Session Agenda and informed there would be 
two (2) presentations this evening that are listed on the Regular Meeting Agenda as follows: 
 
MAYORAL PRESENTATION(S) 
 
CERTIFICATE OF CONGRATULATIONS TO DANIEL FOR HIS OUTSTANDING  
ACHIEVEMENT IN COMPLETING THE FIRST COLLECTION OF THE 2017 CLOSTER  
POLICE DEPARTMENT BASEBALL CARD SERIES (Requested by Mayor 11/30/17)” 
 
 Mayor Glidden asked Detective Sgt. Aiello to make the presentation to be followed by his Mayoral 
Presentation. 
 Det. Sgt. Aiello said he was pleased to present the trophy to the first Annual Closter Police Trading 
Card Champion. He thanked the Mayor and Council and Police Committee for implementing the program 
and all of the Officers for participating.  250 cards were ordered per Officer; and he feels he underestimated 
the popularity of the program as some officers are almost already out of cards so they will order more. He 
informed two children were extremely enthusiastic about it and were at headquarters almost every single 
day which is great and he called on Daniel and Mila to come receive their awards.  
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 Det. Sgt. Aiello introduced Daniel and Mila as the first participants to collect the entire trading card 
collection of 19 cards.  He presented them with a trophy which was graciously donated by Jim Oettinger of 
the Recreation Commission inscribed “Closter Police Trading Card Champion 2017”. The governing body 
and public offered a round of applause. Det. Sgt. Aiello informed they had put something out in the paper 
about the program and asked if anyone wanted to get involved and the owners of Azucar were kind enough 
to donate Closter Police Badges. Anyone who collects the entire set will receive a Closter Police Badge 
along with a certificate making them Honorary Closter Police Officers.  
 Mayor Glidden presented Daniel and Mila with a Certificate of Congratulations on behalf of the 
Borough of Closter offering their congratulations which he read aloud. The governing body and public 
offered a round of applause.  
 

       PRESENTATION 
 
MARK THALER, ARCHITECT, TO PROVIDE REPORT REGARDING PREPARATION OF THE 
MAINTENANCE PRESERVATION PLAN FOR THE LUSTRON HOUSE (Requested by Administrator 
11/30/17)” 
 
 Mayor Glidden announced the second presentation would be on the Lustron House and invited 
Historic Preservation Chair Tim Adriance to introduce the guest speaker. 
 
Tim Adriance noted Closter has such a history in Closter; we have a present, we have a past and we have a 
future as we can see with these little kids. Our future includes our historic resources; and here in the 
Borough, we have the Lustron House which recently completed a report and preservation plan that will tell 
us anything we need to know, how to move forward and how to treat this historic property with the 
integrity that is required by the National Parks Service within their guidelines so that we can have a shining 
jewel. He explained the Lustron House is a monument to the post WWII era and said the period of WWII 
and just after is fading very quickly with the passing of Borough Historian Orlando Tobia, a WWII veteran. 
Those were the men and the families that were the target audience of the Lustron Corporation when 
returning from the war. This may be a wonderful future museum for the New York Metropolitan area when 
people come to visit as an icon. Mr. Adriance invited the historic architect to come up and provide his 
presentation. 
 
At 7:45 p.m., Mark Thaler of Lacey Thaler Reilly Wilson gave a slide presentation. He thanked the 
governing body for the opportunity to present the information as it is a great asset to have a Lustron House. 
He said he would highlight the most important things for the Borough to know. Mr. Thaler explained that 
very few homes were made and it was something that came out of the war production. With all of the GI’s 
coming back from war, the deferral government actually backed the Lustron House owner as they promised 
there would be many of these constructed for low maintenance and low cost housing. There were 
approximately 3,000 units manufactured and shipped in pieces to the various sites. There were only a few 
different model houses available. The Harold Hess Lustron House is called the Westchester Deluxe Model 
with 2 bedrooms. The company itself ran into problems and only manufactured from 1948 to 1950; and the 
Harold Hess Lustron House was completed in 1950. He showed a slide of the house with the Hess family 
and noted this model came with a package for a garage which they opted for. The breezeway was open and 
constructed by a local contractor but everything else was a kit of parts. As with any historic structure, the 
National Parks Service has guidelines they utilize; and it is what they use at putting a preservation plan 
together. They use the Secretary of Interior Standards for rehabilitation, preservation and restoration. These 
standards were used for their report. 
 
Mr. Thaler explained they first used all of the available information on the internet which was well 
documented. He showed a set of building plans that showed the parts and original drawings. He noted that 
is not usually the case as with an historic building, it is usually very hard to ascertain what you have inside 
because they don’t come with plans. The building as it stands today looks pretty worn. He explained the 
reason is because the exterior had been painted at one point; and the idea of the Lustron House was that 
virtually everything was porcelain enamel steel and not meant to be painted, just to be kept clean. The wall 
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panels are also porcelain enamel steel, even the roof tiles. Unfortunately, what happened is when it was 
painted, the paint doesn’t adhere well to the structure and that is what captures the dirt and algae on the 
surface; and it should be a fairly easy process to restore it to the porcelain enamel. He noted there are some 
isolated areas of rust; and said these panels can be treated almost like an auto body. It is the same technique 
that could be used for repair, i.e. polish and filler. Mr. Thaler noted the roof had similarly been painted, and 
the chimney was painted black which also collected dirt and algae. Part of the problem is there are a few 
areas of overlaps in the panels where water came down; and there are a few rust spots. He indicated the 
breezeway roof is leaking causing water to come in resulting in algae; and it needs to be redone. The 
downspouts have filled with algae which causes a myriad of problems. The windows are all original mill-
finished aluminum case windows and are operational though they have not been lubed in years. They are in 
overall good condition but require some maintenance and cleaning. One of the classic features of the 
Lustron House is the serpentine piece that came from the downspout to the front; and there is a similar one 
in the back; and those are missing. They had been replaced with regular aluminum and have not been 
maintained. 
 
In the utility room, in the Hess House this was the most used entrance, but it is really in the back of the 
house. It was supposed to be a modern utility room. What you had in the past on the left-hand side, there 
was no washer or dryer; and those cabinets would not have been there; and you would not have seen the 
furnace sitting on the floor. All of it was sitting up high in a container along the panels there where the 
water tank was; and ironing and other things would have been done in that spot. All of that can be easily 
restored if you find original parts or just taking out the objects that don’t belong would be an easy thing to 
do.  Behind the cabinets on the left is actually where the medallion for the house is that shows the model 
number. He showed a slide of the kitchen and noted there is heat in the house now, and said the damage to 
the cabinets was probably from before there was heat which caused condensation and rust. Mr. Thaler 
showed a slide of a sink, which is something that was added in around 1970 as the original Lustron House 
had a Thor Automatic Sink which was a distinct feature of the house. The sink was on the right and on the 
left would have been a combination washing machine for clothes and dishes. He said they were able to find 
a cabinet for one and donated that to the restoration of the house this evening for installation at the 
Borough’s leisure. He noted there is a service manual for that sink model (Thor Automatic 500) and 
explained it was originally white but somebody painted it yellow with a roller.  
 
In terms of the dining room, the most problematic thing is the dinette unit as a lot of the base has come off 
and raccoons had been in there for a little while; a lot of it has become dry and brittle and can be picked off 
so it was easily broken; but is not a difficult thing to replace. Mr. Thaler pointed out that in the living room, 
bedrooms and bathroom the flowing is modern sheet vinyl and linoleum that was put in over the original 
asbestos tile floors. Another unique feature of the house is the heating system as the ceiling is also a 
porcelain enamel tile. There is a void 8 inches high that can be seen in the utility room where the furnace 
blows hot air into the void area and the entire ceiling acts as a radiator. There was no radiator and no 
baseboard – it was radiant heat from the ceiling. In the bathrooms there were minor changes in the 70’s like 
glass shower doors installed and the sink enclosed. The master bedroom is pretty much intact and some of 
the panels that were missing are now back in place. The second bedroom requires a repair in the closet 
where there apparently was a utility that cut through the concrete slab of foundation outside to the location 
and it needs to be filled and repaired. Above all those rooms is the attic, above the radiant ceiling. The 
image on the screen shows the top of the plenum is just a thin asbestos board which has been broken which 
is allowing that heat to leak up into the attic. This is something that needs to be repaired. One of the items 
in the plan is for a hazmat survey for abatement and repair. Mr. Thaler said there is insulation in the top that 
has been blown in; and in the picture showing the underside of all the roof panels, there is evident rust. He 
said this can easily be addressed with a galvanizing compound and good paint; and it will last 60 years.  
 
Mr. Thaler referred to the breezeway and said this is something that was added at the beginning of the 
occupancy of the Hess family, a period of 1950 to around 1970 is the most significant. They estimate 1970 
because that is when the house appears to have had the most changes made to it with features removed and 
other things added. In terms of history of mid-century America, there was the Cold War, television coming 
into play and the moon shot falling into that period. It could really be used as a house museum to show 
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mid-century life from that period. There is some new electric that was run from the garage to the house and 
came in under the ceiling through the breezeway. When the roof is redone at the breezeway, and that is one 
of the first priorities, they suggest the wiring be rerouted above the ceiling. He spoke to the electrician who 
left a lot of the cord because raccoons had chewed some of it up in the attic.  The garage is a very important 
piece of the house as it was probably the most important room to Mr. Hess.  
 
In the report they did a fill list of priorities, a full cost analysis of all the work that might be done using 
prevailing wage rates to comply with public bid requirements; and said that any volunteer efforts are 
welcome. Mr. Thaler explained there are three priority phases of items; Level 1 - immediate need such as 
heat and asbestos hazard abatement which they estimate to be around $33,000. Level 2 - items should be 
addressed in the next three years to ensure the building is stabilized, and that cost is approximately 
$200,000; and Level 3 - more long term items to fully restore the house, and would cost around $800,000. 
He noted items can be taken a piece at a time and considered going forward. He urged the application of 
grants to help with associated costs. Mr. Thaler said there are really very few Lustron Houses available to 
the public; and cited the one in Ohio which was moved from Virginia and totally restored and used as a 
museum. He said the Harold Hess House has the potential to show something in place which is complete; 
and noted there are virtually no museums of mid-century America items in the United States. 
 

Mayor Glidden thanked Mr. Thaler for the presentation and invited any questions. Councilman 
Barad referred to the posts in one of the diagrams and Mr. Thaler explained there are footings and posts and 
then all slab for the foundation.  

 
Mayor Emeritus Sophie Heymann thanked the governing body members for going to look at the 

house and thanked Mr. Thaler for his contribution of the sink this evening. She wanted all to be aware of 
how much work has already been done; and said the house already looks so much better.  She urged 
everyone to look at the facade during the day and thanked Mike Pisano for his efforts. Mayor Glidden said 
he learned a lot about the Lustron House and he thanked the Historic Preservation Commission for their 
work on the grant, Jennifer Rothschild for her work, and Mike Pisano for his efforts saying it is well 
respected. 

 
At this time, Mayor Glidden said he was saddened to announce the passing of Orlando “Toby” 

Tobia yesterday.  He ordered the flags in the Borough to fly at half-staff in his honor and he asked  
for a moment of silence. 
 

4. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF COMMUNICATION ITEMS 
 

a. MAIL LIST OF NOVEMBER 30, 2017 – Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council 
wished to address any matter or provide any comments. Item Nos. 2 and 10 were removed by Councilman 
Barad. 
 
Item No. 2: Received 11/13/17, Dated 11/03/17, from Joanne Newberry, Superintendent of Closter Public 
Schools, to Mayor John Glidden; c: Eileen DeBari re Requesting all elections be moved out of Closter 
Public Schools (Distributed 11/20/17) 
 
 Councilman Barad recalled discussing this item at the last meeting; and asked if any kind of 
decision has been made. Mayor Glidden informed he responded with a letter to (Closter) School Board 
President Gregg Lambert and acknowledged he should have copied the rest of the Council on same. He 
said he had a long conversation with the head of the Elections Bureau at the County (Board of Elections 
Chairwoman Eileen K. DeBari). The Mayor reminded the County (Board of Elections) is in control of what 
the locations and requirements are. He requested the County send over inspectors to look at the three (3) 
properties the Borough suggested as possible alternates being the Library, Fire House and Senior Center. 
He explained apparently this happened a couple of years ago; and we were told at that time that these 
locations were not up to their standards. Mayor Glidden wrote a letter asking for the inspection commission 
to send the inspectors over and tell us what those deficiencies are; and they have advised they will do so in 
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January. He said he wrote the letter to the School Board President to let them know what is in the works, 
informing of the status and to let them know we are trying to accommodate them. He said that the idea here 
is that if there are a lot of deficiencies in those buildings, we will need to find out what it will cost to fix 
them and then make a decision as a Council how to proceed. Councilman Barad noted the cost of security 
during the election was mentioned and asked if there was a way we could share the burden of the cost in the 
interim. The Mayor said it could be done but he thinks they need to find out more about the expenditures 
for the possible alternate sites. He voiced his support to try their best to accommodate the School Board 
administration’s request but said we need to wait to find out the potential costs first. He reiterated those are 
the only other three (3) possible alternate sites in the Borough; and in the past, there were parking and ADA 
ramp issues, so he would like a complete list of the deficiencies to determine how to proceed. The Mayor 
said he would circulate the response he sent to everyone. 
 
Item No. 10: Received 11/20/17, Dated 11/20/17, from Richard S. Grip Ed.D., Executive Director, 
Statistical Forecasting, LLC (richardsgrip@gmail.com) to Loretta Castano re NJ Affordable Housing 
Settlements 
 Councilman Barad questioned the reliability of the information contained in this newsletter noting 
there is no indication of what data this was based off. Mayor Glidden said he read it very carefully and 
what struck him was the difference between what affordable rental units produce in terms of additional 
school requirements as opposed to market rate rental units. Dr. Barad suggested filing this away so they can 
refer to it in the future, but he wanted to know what level of authority this has and where the information 
came from. 
 
b. MAIL LIST OF DECEMBER 7, 2017 – Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council 
wished to address any matter or provide any comments. Item Nos. 6, 7 and 9 were removed by Councilman 
Barad. 
 
Item No. 6: Received 12/04/17, Dated 11/28/17, from Mauro Squicciarini, 8 Gaynor Avenue, Nesconset, 
NY 11767; cc: To The Temple re Hartford Street Property (Copy to Borough Attorney 12/4/17) 
 Councilman Barad explained this letter once again raises the issue of the fence and the Temple.  He 
said he believes this is a response to the Zoning Board of Adjustment’s recent decision (denial) in regards 
to building on the property and he asked the Borough Attorney as to how it should be handled. 
 Borough Attorney explained this is now the third go around with Mr. Squicciarini. The first case 
was fully litigated before Judge Harris which went to conclusion; and one of the issues that came to us was 
whether or not the fence, sidewalk and or curb at the Temple was blocking access to Hartford Boulevard 
and should be taken down. The Judge, after the trial, found that the street could in fact be accessed without 
removing any of those items. Until a roadway is approved and Hartford Boulevard is improved and paved 
by the Borough, there is no reason to access it by car. Mr. Rogan noted that although Mr. Squicciarini does 
have a point about the fence at the time of approval when the Temple was allowed to build there, the site 
plan included the construction of the sidewalk, curb and fence; however, as a practical matter, the property 
isn’t really usable. In the second go around, Mr. Squicciarini retained counsel and they attempted to reopen 
the case and that second case was dismissed based on the findings of the first case. In the third go around, 
he was represented by Jacobs and Bell and that led to some discussions regarding purchase of the property 
as some Council members may recall. At the time, the property was worth $11,600 and there were 
discussions between the Borough and the Temple about either one or the other buying it to relieve his claim 
that the property was useless. Unfortunately, the fair market value of the property was offered to Mr. 
Squicciarini’s attorney and rejected; and at that point, it died until he filed a recent application with the 
Zoning Board of Adjustment seeking approximately 17 variances. That application was denied outright 
which prompted this letter. Mr. Rogan wanted to be clear that he never represented to Mr. Squicciarini that 
we were going to take up the sidewalk or curbing.  In fact, he has letters in his file through all three matters 
indicating a potential interest in purchasing the property. The reason for that is because there was another 
parcel of property near there owned by Murphy; and the Temple a couple of years back did purchase that 
parcel. He explained that this piece of property was never really a legal lot as there are a lot of wetlands 
surrounding it; and the Zoning Board would be hard pressed to approve any kind of development there. 
Councilman Barad voiced his opinion that because of Mr. Squicciarini’s assertions the Borough should 
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respond and the Borough Attorney agreed. He said he would pull out all of the applicable letters in his files 
and attach them to the response. In answer to Councilwoman Latner, he informed the most recent 
correspondence was a letter to Raymond Jacobs of Jacobs and Bell, at which time he and former Mayor 
Heymann had met with the Temple representatives to see if they could negotiate something; and the 
Borough let Mr. Jacobs know in writing on 8/29/2014. In response to our proposal, Mr. Squicciarini 
indicated he wanted at least double that. Even an argument of inverse condemnation would still be based on 
fair market value of the property and that certainly can be explored. The numbers that were talked about at 
that time were more than fair and the Council at that time said no.  
 
Item No. 7: Received 12/04/17, Dated 12/04/17, from Susan Iafrate to Loretta Castano re Resignation as 
Member of the Closter Improvement Commission for a 2 year term to 12/31/18, effective immediately 
(Copy to Improvement Commission)  
 Councilman Barad wanted all to be aware that Susan Iafrate no longer wants to participate in the 
Improvement Commission as Reorganization is approaching.  
 
Item No. 9: Received 12/04/17, Dated No Date, from Amy Ko-Tang, Director of Marketing, Palisades 
Country Day Camp re Expressing gratitude for allowing the Camp to post signs and invite friends and 
families in Closter to the inaugural Family Fall Festival and Open House held Sat., 10/28/17 
 Councilman Barad thought it was nice that the school wrote a thank you letter and Mayor Glidden 
said it was a very successful day. 

  
5. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS FROM REGULAR MEETING 
 (Refer to Regular Meeting Agenda of December 13, 2017)  
 

 Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council wished to discuss any item on the Consent 
Agenda. Councilwoman Amitai asked that Item No. 25 be removed for discussion in Closed Session.  
 
 Councilman Barad commented on Item No. 6a and asked that this Ordinance be carefully reviewed 
inasmuch as it was long and complicated. In answer to the Mayor, he said that it cannot really be 
summarized but noted his understanding that in the past, public utilities somehow got a pass on road 
openings and now they are going to be treated like everybody else. He also asked that Item Nos. 8a – 8c be 
reviewed carefully since they are scheduled for public hearing and adoption at the Sine Die Meeting (to be 
held January 2, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.). 
 
 Borough Attorney asked that Item No. 22 be pulled for further discussion by the full Council. 

  
8. INTRODUCTION OF THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCES – PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION – 

SINE DIE MEETING, TUESDAY, 1/2/18 @ 7:00 P.M. OR AS SOON THEREAFTER AS THE 
MATTER MAY BE HEARD: 
 
a. ORDINANCE NO. 2017:1235,  “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CODE CHAPTER 48, 

PERSONNEL POLICIES, § 48-8A” (Received from Borough Attorney 11/30/17)   
    
b. ORDINANCE NO. 2017:1236,  “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CODE CHAPTER 183, § 183-
 84, CLOSTER PARKING RESERVE” (Received from Borough Attorney 11/30/17)   
 
c. ORDINANCE NO. 2017:1237,  “AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CODE CHAPTER 35, 
 ARTICLE VI, § 35-53 HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION” (Received from Borough 
 Attorney 11/30/17)   
 

22. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CORRECTION ACTION REQUIRED TO ADDRESS THE 2016 
BOROUGH AUDIT ITEM, (3) Personnel Procedures Hire Dates (Received from Administrator 12/7/17)  
 
 Borough Attorney explained he asked that this Resolution be removed from the Consent Agenda 
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for further discussion since it seems to change past practice in terms of recognizing the start date of people 
for vacation and sick days. It needs public discussion and direction from the full Council. Borough 
Administrator referred to the Audit (Report), which indicated that personnel procedures be reviewed as to 
utilization of the correct dates relative to sick and vacation time. He said there was a misunderstanding in 
the reviews relative to part time employees who were not eligible to have their part time starting date 
considered. He said he read the Code which indicated that permanent full time and part time employees are 
entitled to sick and vacation time benefits. There are 66 employees entitled to these benefits; and at the time 
the person keeping the records misinterpreted the policy indicated that some of these employees were 
indicated as temporary before becoming permanent. The Auditor indicates that the Code is not evenly 
addressed for all employees under similar circumstances. Mr. Dolson explained that adjusting the records 
comes at a cost, as indicated, and affects only Borough Hall employees who were all hired in early days as 
part time people working full time which he explained was every day or 4 days a week whichever the case 
may be. Until recently, we still had people hired under those circumstances; and as of today, we still do as 
well. Not everyone works 37½ hours per week in one job.  
 Borough Attorney said he has some concerns and he cited the “Now Therefore” paragraph does not 
say what is happening but he agreed that the Audit Report says it should be made consistent; and he agrees 
with that. There are two ways to read that Audit: the first is that the Borough, in error, permitted people 
who started part-time to get full benefits right from the beginning; the other way is that everybody should 
have gotten full benefits right from the beginning. The practicality of it is that most people did not get the 
full benefit; for example, if you worked 5 hours a week, you didn’t get 70 hours of vacation after the first 
year. It does need to be corrected and he believes the Ordinance Committee has been discussing a way to 
make it pro-rata. Theoretically you could work 2 hours a week for the Borough and at the end of the year, 
using this type of thought process, you would get 70 hours of vacation and sick time. His concern is that it 
has never been interpreted that way before; and the Council has a right to make it consistent which is the 
Auditor’s concern; and it can happen in one or two ways. One or two employees may have been overpaid 
or over compensated with sick or vacation time, but the ones under Exhibit A under this interpretation have 
been underpaid which would mean that checks going back how many years for $39,000 for the years they 
were part-time and to be given full-time benefits. He is concerned there must be a record if the past practice 
is being changed.  
 In answer to Councilman Barad, Borough Attorney explained this would be compensation for 
unearned vacation and sick time; they weren’t given the opportunity to take vacation and sick time over 
that period of time, so now this is converting it to dollars. Dr. Barad said they are working on this for part-
time employees going forward on a pro-rated basis and that they would not be getting the same benefits as 
an employee that worked 40 hours a week. He said he’s not sure exactly how these numbers were 
calculated but he questioned the model used.  
 Borough Administrator explained how the payout figures were calculated; and he explained the 
hiring procedures, which included longevity for all those who were hired but which was denied to the 
people who were not recognized as a permanent employee because they were part time. He said there is one 
person on the list who had the longest tenure of more than one part time position in the Borough. He 
explained the vacation days calculation listed. He said the mathematical display in the Code converting 
days to hours does not help; and the calculation indicated in the Resolution was based on the salaries and 
time each year. Borough Attorney said that the ordinance must be corrected inasmuch as he is concerned 
with the wording of the Resolution. Councilman Barad voiced his concern about moving forward with this 
and locking ourselves into the future before any correction is made to the ordinance. In answer to 
Councilwoman Amitai, he said making the $38,000 payment would not put it to bed forever because the 
same mistakes could be made again in the future. Councilman Di Dio questioned how the amount was 
calculated. Borough Administrator said he used the salaries and hours from the time the issue started. Dr. 
Barad agreed in principle that this needs to be fixed but feels there needs to be more discussion on it. 
Borough Administrator voiced his interpretation of the Code that allows the part time employees to 
participate in these benefits. Borough Attorney voiced his concern it does not specifically say sick and 
vacation time or longevity; and if it is the intent of the Council to pay out this money, the resolution must 
indicate that the Borough Administrator is authorized to make the payment not as it indicates to ”authorize 
implementation of the corrective action plan”. Mr. Rogan said he personally does not read the corrective 
action that way; but it is up to the Council to make this policy decision. In answer to Dr. Barad, he said it 
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refers to the Audit Report; and the report questioned why there was a difference in the recent past which 
alleges they were overly compensated because they got sick and vacation time accumulating from the date 
of their part time employment; and the full time employees were saying they should not be getting the same 
employment benefits they receive. Councilman Di Dio said that the employees could be given the vacation 
days that they are owed, thereby saving the Borough money. Borough Clerk voiced her understanding that 
persons hired for part time employment were paid for part time work and were not entitled to full time 
benefits and longevity until they became full time employees. She also questioned how, if someone started 
as part time, they could go back and give benefits of a full time employee when that was not the intent 
when they were hired. Councilman Barad suggested that the Finance Committee and the Borough 
Administrator meet to discuss this matter. Mr. Rogan reiterated that it is a policy decision; and he read this 
Resolution which he is not sure what it says. Mayor Glidden said the resolution should be pulled from the 
Consent Agenda for discussion by the Committee.  
 
 In answer to the Borough Clerk, the Mayor said unless there was an emergency, he would like to 
try to not have the second meeting in December (12/27/17). 

 
25. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SALARIED POSITION OF JOHN L. PETERS AS ZONING 

OFFICER (Received from Administrator 12/7/17)  
 
 Councilwoman Amitai requested that this resolution be discussed in Closed Session 

 
6. PROFESSIONAL REPORTS 
 

A. BOROUGH ATTORNEY 
 1) STATUS REPORT RE CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE OF MULTIPLE   
  CONDOMINIUM UNITS AT VILLAGE SCHOOL SITE (RM 11/24/14) – Borough 
Attorney reported there was a Case Management Conference with Judge Toskos; and in his opinion, it went 
well. The Intervenor’s attorney had indicated they would no longer be using the Planner they have been 
using since the beg inning of this whole process and they were looking for a new one. The attorney then 
indicated he may not continue to represent the Intervenor and a new attorney would be involved in that. 
The Fair Housing attorney and Special Master were at the Conference and the Judge is retiring and 
transferred most of his cases, but has agreed to keep ours because he thinks we are close enough to have 
this worked out. Fair Housing is requesting over the next 30 days that he put together a Settlement 
Agreement for review. At the last Planning Board meeting, Caroline Reiter presented three (3) ordinances 
for discussion and obtained input back from the Board. The COAH Committee met Monday night this 
week to discuss those suggestions; and it is hoped that over the next month or so we can tweak those 
proposed ordinances and draft a settlement agreement. The good news is that under the terms of the 
settlement agreement as being discussed right now with Fair Housing and in agreement with the Judge, we 
would be able to enter into a settlement agreement before those ordinances are passed and we would have a 
120-day window from the date that agreement is passed to get the ordinances done. The quicker we get the 
fairness hearing resolved, the less likely the Intervenor will be involved to any extent. The Judge asked for 
him to provide a written status report on 1/25/18 to the Judge, Fair Housing and Special Master; and he did 
grant us additional immunity until the end of February 2018. He feels overall it was a good conference and 
Fair Housing seems to be on board with our preliminary plans. The details of the ordinances may become 
touchy at some point. In terms of Village School, we did receive this week a signed mortgage and mortgage 
note from Kitty Koo’s trust and David Watkins. We are filing that mortgage to protect our $800,000 
deposit and he did get confirmation this afternoon that David Watkins had authority to sign that document. 
We are going to ask for that money to be released. Mr. Watkins thinks the work can be started in 10 days 
with asbestos and demolition completed in 10-12 weeks at which point we can take ownership of the 
Village School and start working with whoever we are going to work with for construction. 

2) REPORT – Mr. Rogan informed he had nothing further to report. 
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6. PROFESSIONAL REPORTS (Continued) 

 
B. BOROUGH ENGINEER 
  Borough Engineer informed he sent a written (Quarterly) Status Report and wanted to 
provide two updates.  

1) STATUS REPORT RE SWIM CLUB PHASE II CONTAMINATION  
INVESTIGATION (Authorized RM 7/9/14) 
a. REPORT RE AMEC FOSTER WHEELER RISK ASSESSMENT (Authorized  

   RM 4/26/17)  
2) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENTS:  
 a. BLOCK 1607/LOT 1 & BLOCK 1310/LOT 2 (CLOSTER MARKETPLACE  
  (EBA) LLC AND CENTENNIAL AME ZION CHURCH) (Approved RM 4/22/15) 
 b. BLOCK 1607/LOT 1.02 FOR CHASE BANK (17 VERVALEN STREET) AND 
  AMENDED SITE PLAN FOR BLOCK 1607/LOT 1 & BLOCK 1310/LOT 2  
  (CLOSTER MARKETPLACE (EBA) LLC AND CENTENNIAL AME ZION  
  CHURCH) Approved RM 6/14/17  

  3) REPORT RE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER COMPOST FACILITY RECERTIFICATION  
  (Authorized RM 6/22/16)  
 4) REPORT RE CROSS CLOSTER TRAIL FHA INDIVIDUAL PERMIT AND  
  FRESHWATER WETLANDS GENERAL PERMIT NO. 17 FOR NATURE TRAIL &  
  BOARDWALK FOR A TOTAL ESTIMATED COST OF $7,000 (RM 7/13/16) – Mr. 
DeNicola reported the DEP is requiring us to amend and update the ROSI (Recreational and Open Space 
Inventory) of the Borough. Back in the 90’s as part of the settlement agreement with the DEP, we were 
supposed to add four (4) properties to the list but they were never added. He has amended the list to include 
them and sent it to the DEP and received a verbal okay. The Borough now has to sign off on the list and 
sent it to the DEP. The proposal was forwarded to the Borough Attorney and Administrator for review and 
it should be an agenda item in the beginning of next year. Borough Administrator confirmed receipt of 
same. 
 5) STATUS REPORT RE 2017 ROAD PAVING PROGRAM (Approved RM 5/24/17)   
  INCLUDING NJDOT FISCAL YEAR 2017 MUNICIPAL AID PROGRAM FOR  

 HOMANS AVENUE (SECTION 4) IN THE AMOUNT OF $165,627 (Approved RM  
  12/14/16) Notification of award rec’d 3. M.L. 6/1/17 

6) STATUS REPORT RE BOUNDARY AND TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY OF WEST  
  STREET BETWEEN WESTMINSTER AVE. & CLOSTER DOCK ROAD FOR AN  
  AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $7,600 (Approval Memorialized at RM 6/28/17)  
 7) REPORT – Borough Engineer reported there is a LFIF (Local Freight Impact Fund) grant 
being submitted for Railroad Avenue in the amount of $259,000. He explained there is no track record for 
this grant as it is new from the DEP this year. He voiced his opinion that the grant is probably more for 
towns like Carlstadt or Elizabeth but we are hoping as people aren’t really up to speed on it that it is a long 
shot but the submission is due December 19th. There is a Resolution on the Agenda this evening authorizing 
it; and the project would cover Railroad Avenue from Naugle Street to Van Sciver Street including the 
railroad crossing. In answer to Councilwoman Amitai he said we would like to get rid of the crossing as we 
would be better off to do so.  
 At this time, Mayor Glidden reported there was a presentation today from a developer who is 
interested in the Swim Club property who would like to put an assisted living facility there. He voiced his 
opinion it is important to listen to any proposals for that property; and he said he will continue to do so. He 
thinks all of us would like to see the contamination cleaned up with this grant but reminded that it would 
require us to maintain this as a recreational facility. He reminded there was previously a presentation from 
an architect to use it as an indoor swimming pool and he feels that so far has been the best proposal 
although it remains unknown if it is commercially viable and we don’t know if we are getting the grant. He 
thinks we need to look at all proposals that come in. Borough Engineer informed that the DEP did notify us 
that they are going to award part of the grant for RI (Remedial Investigation), PA (Preliminary Assessment) 
and SI (Site Investigation) which are basically the steps we have taken thus far. They are refunding it and 
including the engineering fees for the environmental permitting. They are going to fund all of those 
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6. PROFESSIONAL REPORTS (Continued) 

 
B. BOROUGH ENGINEER (Continued) 
 
activities the Borough has already spent the money for approximately $62,000. The only thing they won’t 
reimburse is the survey we did for the remedial work from an environmental standpoint, although it is 
needed, it is the Borough’s cost. In answer to Councilwoman Amitai he explained this was just for the 
investigation and said the cleanup is separate at a cost in the hundreds of thousands of dollars. If we get the 
grant for that, the property has to be used for recreational and open space depending on how it’s run and/or 
funded. Mayor Glidden voiced his opinion that would be the ideal use for it since, as a body, we don’t want 
to get into a money losing situation; it has to be self-sufficient. Borough Engineer will be providing to the 
Administrator the grant we have received plus the information for the next step in the grant to do the 
cleanup. It is a rolling grant so we have to build up step by step. 

 
7. REPORTS 
 

A. BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR 
 1) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING INSURANCE MATTER(S): 

 a. Mail List requests re Insurance:  (None at the time of preparation of this Agenda) 
2) STATUS REPORT RE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN FOR LUSTRON HOUSE  

  (HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST FUND GRANT FOR THE HAROLD HESS  
  LUSTRON HOUSE FOR A MAXIMUM GRANT AWARD AMOUNT OF $24,999.00  
  WITH NO MATCH REQUIRED (Application approved at RM 12/21/15 in the amount of 
  $20,000/Amended and increased RM 1/27/16) Notification of Award 10. M.L. 5/19/16 –  
  NJ Historic Preservation Office Grant Agreement HE16-006 - Contract for Historic  
  Architect awarded to Lacey Thaler Reilly Wilson RM 5/10/17) – Borough Administrator 
noted the previous presentation for the Lustron House and is happy to report this item is complete with the 
Borough having been reimbursed the $24,999. This item is closed and can be removed from his Agenda.  

  3) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING GRANTS: 
a. FILED 
 1. 2017 BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANT APPLICATION IN 
  THE AMOUNT OF $9,000.00 FOR THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER TO ENTER INTO 
  AN INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH THE BOROUGH OF HAWORTH AS LEAD 
  AGENCY FOR SENIOR TRANSPORTATION SERVICES FOR THE SENIOR AND  
  DISABLED POPULATION IN THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER (RM 9/28/16) – Mr. 
Dolson informed we really haven’t gotten anywhere with this yet as the County has not responded. They 
gave us a letter saying we would be entitled to a dollar amount; not that we would be getting the dollar 
amount. There have been bookkeeping issues with the lead agency and that has not been resolved by any of 
the other participating communities. He doesn’t feel we should encumber the Borough further until this is 
100% resolved. The peculiarity is that the grant is for “Senior Transportation Services” but they only want 
to pay for the salary for the driver and he is confused by that because how can you transport people without 
the vehicle.   

             2. NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ~ GREEN  
COMMUNITIES PROGRAM 2017 GREEN COMMUNITIES GRANT, SUBSEQUENT 

  COMMUNITY FORESTRY MANAGEMENT FIVE YEAR PLAN, COMMUNITY  
  FORESTRY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM, FOR AN AMOUNT NOT LESS THAN  
  $3,000  AND NOT MORE THAN $3,000, BOROUGH AGREES TO MATCH $3,000 OF 
  THE TOTAL PROJECT AMOUNT, IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE MATCH   
  REQUIREMENT OF THE AGREEMENT; AVAILABILITY OF THE MATCH  
  WHETHER CASH, SERVICES OR PROPERTY IS HEREBY CERTIFIED 50% OF THE 
  MATCH TO MADE UP OF IN- KIND SERVICES (RM 2/22/17) - Mr. Dolson noted the 
Community Forestry Grant is an ongoing process that may take 3 years to complete so there is nothing new 
to report other than it is moving along.  
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7. REPORTS (Continued) 
 

A. BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR (Continued) 
 3) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING GRANTS: (Continued) 
a. FILED 

 
3. NJ DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE HOMANS AVENUE   

  (SECTION 5) PROJECT (MA-208- Homans Avenue (Section 5) – 00020) Approved RM 
  9/13/17 – Borough Administrator reported we are waiting for word as to the grant 
recipients in 2018. 
b. AWARDED - To be announced by Administrator 
 1. 2017 BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANT APPLICATION IN 

   THE AMOUNT OF $6,000.00 FOR THE SENIOR CENTER TO ENHANCE THE  
   QUALITY OF PROGRAMS AVAILABLE TO THE SENIOR POPULATION IN THE  
   BOROUGH OF CLOSTER (RM 9/28/16) Notification of Award in the amount of $3,211 
   rec’d 5. M.L. 11/9/17 – Borough Administrator noted this item is No. 20 on the Agenda 
 approving “Senior Activities” and this covers the activities and the bus in this case. 

2. 2017 BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANT APPLICATION IN  
THE AMOUNT OF $9,000.00 FOR SENIOR TRANSPORTATION SERVICES FOR  

  THE SENIOR AND DISABLED POPULATION IN THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER  
  (RM 9/28/16) Notification of Award in the amount of $2,500 rec’d 5. M.L. 11/9/17 – Mr. 
Dolson noted this is in conjunction and tied with Item No. a.1. under Filed Grants so he has no further 
report.  
b. TO BE FILED - To be announced by Administrator 

 4) REPORT – Borough Administrator wanted to note that in 2013 the Borough was 
awarded a trails grant which regards to wetlands and engineering that has been periodically reimbursed to 
the Borough. It has finally been closed out with the completion of the trail signs and we received notice that 
the final phase of monies will be coming shortly.   
 At this time, Councilman Barad wanted to make all aware that the Community Forestry Grant is 

 necessary to maintain the Shade Tree Commission. It is a 5 year plan which provides the Borough certain 
 protections by having a Shade Tree Commission with regards to shade trees. 

 
B. BOROUGH CLERK 

1) STATUS REPORT RE 2017 APPOINTMENTS – Borough Clerk reported outstanding 
appointments are being maintained on the Regular Meeting Agenda at this meeting and they will be 
transferred over into the Reorganization Meeting Agenda for 2018 which is being roughed up at the present 
time.   

 a.   STATUS REPORT RE PREPARATIONS FOR 2018 APPOINTMENTS – Ms. 
Castano reported we have not received recommendations from the following: Board of Ethics; Board of 
Health; Environmental Commission; Recreation Commission; Shade Tree Commission; Building 
Department; and Fire Prevention. Mayor Glidden informed he had recommendations for most of those and 
he would forward same to her. She thanked the Mayor for his assistance with the process.   

2) STATUS REPORT RE 2017 OATHS OF OFFICE – Borough Clerk reported Oaths of 
Office are current. 

  3) STATUS REPORT RE 2017 LICENSES – Ms. Castano reported she has nothing new to 
 report at this time. 

  a.   STATUS REPORT RE PREPARATIONS FOR 2018 LICENSES –  Borough 
Clerk reported memos were sent on 11/16/17 for response by 12/15/17 and as of today we have received 
responses from and issued three (3) 2018 licenses to:  Callahan Jewelers and Jack of Diamonds for second 
hand gold/jewelry; and to Azucar for Live Entertainment. 
 4) STATUS REPORT RE 2017 MEETING DATES - Ms. Castano reported we had request 
for changes from a Board and a Commission due to scheduling conflicts: one for Recreation Commission 
(from 12/12/17 to 12/4/17); the other for Board of Ethics (from 12/21/17 to 12/20/17); and both were 
published in The Record and Star Ledger per the requirements of the Open Public Meetings Act. 
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – DECEMBER 13, 2017 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
7. REPORTS (Continued) 
 

B. BOROUGH CLERK (Continued) 
 4) STATUS REPORT RE 2017 MEETING DATES (Continued) 
  a.   STATUS REPORT RE PREPARATIONS FOR 2018 MEETING DATES –  
Borough Clerk reported we are still waiting for  the Environmental Commission to provide us with a report 
for us to complete the notice of early meetings and 2018 meeting dates which are published in two (2) 
newspapers as required by OPMA. She asked Mayor Glidden if he could follow up on same as several 
requests have been sent; and he agreed to do so.   

  5) REPORT RE RESOLUTION TO PURSUE A “FAIR AND OPEN” PROCESS IN  
   AWARDING CONTRACTS FOR CERTAIN CONTRACTS AWARDED IN THE  
   BOROUGH OF CLOSTER FOR 2018 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES (Approved RM  
   10/25/17 – RFP posted on www.closternj.us 10/27/17 – Opening held 12/05/17 @ 11 a.m.) 

Ms. Castano reported twenty-three (23) proposals were received and copies were sent to the Mayor, 
Council, Council-Elect and Borough Attorney in addition to other departments for their review. 
Appointments for same will be made at the Reorganization Meeting. She noted we did receive one (1) 
package at 4 p.m. after the closing which has been left unopened; and she sent a request to the Borough 
Attorney for advice. The package was for Zoning Board of Adjustment Attorney; and at this time it remains 
unopened. Borough Attorney advised that as it was received after the time, it cannot be considered in the 
event the Council or Zoning Board are uncomfortable with the submissions they had been given. Those 
submissions can be rejected and it can be republished and that firm can be given the opportunity to 
resubmit at that time.  
 6) REPORT RE ADOPTED 2017 ORDINANCES TO BE SENT TO GENERAL CODE  
  FOR CODIFICATION (Ordinance Nos. 2017:1218 to 2017:1237) – Borough Clerk 
reported by the end of the year we will have twenty (20) including the one for public hearing this evening 
and the three (3) introduced this evening and scheduled for public hearing and adoption at the Sine Die 
Meeting to be held 1/2/18. We will not be sending anything to General Code until all of those ordinances 
have been adopted. 
 7) REPORT – Ms. Castano noted the Reorganization Meeting will be held Tuesday, January 
2, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. and informed we would be sending the Appointment List to the Mayor tomorrow. She 
hopes all of the missing appointment recommendations can be linked in. She will be providing a Memo to 
the Council-Elect with the privileges they will have now that they will be joining us in addition to 
purchases for nameplates and business cards. She will be informing all of what we have so far in the way of 
our preparations as well. 
 
 At this time, Mayor Glidden asked Chief Kaine to extend his congratulations to Sgts. Aiello and 
Buccola for the baseball card program noting is was a fabulous program. Borough Administrator said it was 
amazing to see all the children appearing in Borough Hall to meet with the officers whose cards they hadn’t 
received yet and said it was a rewarding sight to see. 

 
 C.         CHIEF OF POLICE 

 1) REPORT – Chief Kaine informed he sent his Monthly Report on Monday (12/11/17) and 
invited any questions. The Chief reiterated there was a DWI checkpoint on 11/22/17 before Thanksgiving 
from 10 p.m. to 4 a.m. and over 200 cars were stopped. The detail netted 3 drug arrests including seizing 3 
pounds of marijuana, $6,000 in cash and 7 vials of THC which is marijuana oil. We seized the car but there 
is a lien bigger than what the car is worth so we won’t proceed with that but we will file the proper 
paperwork to receive the cash. Those two parties were out of Oregon and were charged with distribution, 
distribution within a school zone, possession of marijuana over 50 grams and a few other charges, plus a 
DWI which blew 1.6 - more than double the limit. They issued about 35 summonses that night. The detail 
is being reimbursed by the DOT Drunk Driving Enforcement Fund; and, hopefully, we will get more 
money next year because we did have a lot of arrests. In answer to Councilwoman Amitai, he said it is a lot 
of work and a lot of manpower with 10 people out doing it. You need to get approval from the Bergen 
County Prosecutor’s Office but they usually do two (2) a year. In answer to Councilwoman Latner, he 
affirmed this was one of the most productive details they’ve had. 
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – DECEMBER 13, 2017 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
7. REPORTS (Continued) 

 
C.         CHIEF OF POLICE (Continued) 
 
 The Chief reported the two (2) new vehicles are in the process of being outfitted with the cages and 
tactical boxes out of the old vehicles so we’ll save a lot of money that way reusing old equipment, 
especially on cameras. The holiday season is here, so there has been an uptick in shoplifting. Target has 
great security guards and a security system there, so they have been able to catch people quickly. They 
caught one down there right now. In answer to Councilwoman Amitai, he said they detain the individual 
and it is their choice to sign and file a complaint and the PD does the processing. There is a State criteria 
that if you are arrested more than three (3) times for shoplifting, there is a mandatory jail sentence. 
 Chief Kaine reported the PBA Toy Drive will be held Monday, December 18th and offered if 
anyone is free to stop by the Fire House as it is getting bigger and bigger every year. There are about 50 
departments participating this year; and they will be visiting four (4) hospitals so Santa Claus will be very 
busy. In answer to the Mayor he informed Closter was the collection hub for all of Bergen County. 
Breakfast is from 8 a.m. to 9 a.m. and toy separation will be from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. The military will come 
and we’ll leave for the hospitals around 1 p.m.  
 Chief Kaine reported that in October the Department did pink baseball hats and in November they 
were able to raise about $3,000 for cancer research which was donated.  
 At this time, the Chief asked for approval to start the application process as we are shy one (1) 
officer right now; and Captain Winters will be retiring March 1, 2018. In answer to the Mayor, the Borough 
Attorney informed we could give a Resolution authorizing the start of the application process.  
 

 
D.         MAYOR  
 1) REPORT – Mayor Glidden was pleased to report he performed two (2) ribbon cutting 
ceremonies this week: Cardture, which is an invitation printing business and the Chase Bank. He had a 
discussion with the bank’s Regional Manager and they have grant programs, so he will be talking with them 
about opportunities in the future for various projects we have. 
 Mayor Glidden commended the efforts of all involved in the tree lighting and said it was very 
successful this year. He thanked Maria Kim and the Improvement Commission. He reminded that this coming 
Monday, 12/18/17 at 7 p.m. is the Menorah lighting and he hopes everyone came make it. Councilwoman 
Latner asked if any information was put on the website or the Facebook page to let the public know about it. 
The Mayor couldn’t recall if it was in the Mayor’s Newsletter and asked her to remind him tomorrow so he 
could get the word out. Councilwoman Amitai noted Bill Dahle was going to ask Arthur about getting a Santa 
to put next to the Crèche; and Mr. Dolson informed they went on a shopping spree and could not locate 
anything to add to the display. He said they were looking for a snowman or a reindeer or something. Borough 
Attorney reminded it is supposed to be a mixed religious/holiday display.  
 

8. OLD BUSINESS    
 
9. NEW BUSINESS 
 

Councilwoman Chung questioned if Closter could be designated Stigma Free, which would require 
a resolution. No objections were expressed by the governing body. Borough Attorney said he would 
provide a resolution for the next meeting.  
 

Councilwoman Chung indicated that the Closter Tree in Van Saun Park for the Bergen County 
Winter Wonderland remains undecorated at this time. Councilwoman Amitai suggested that the Council get 
together to decorate the tree. Mayor Glidden asked Councilwoman Amitai to arrange same with the 
members of the Council and she suggested Saturday afternoon.    

 
 

 

13 



CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – DECEMBER 13, 2017 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
10. OPEN MEETING TO THE PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER PER NJSA 10:4-12(A) (SUBJECT TO A 

5-MINUTE LIMIT PER GENERAL RULE NUMBER 11) EXCEPT FOR ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR 
PUBLIC HEARING AT THE REGULAR MEETING 

 
  Mayor Glidden opened the meeting to the public. No one wishing to be heard, Mayor Glidden 

closed the meeting to the public.  
 
11. DISCUSSION OF PUBLIC COMMENTS, IF APPROPRIATE 
 
12. ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY PROPERLY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY 
 
13. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 Motion to adjourn the Work Session at 9:12 p.m. was made by Councilman Di Dio, seconded by 
Councilman Barad and declared unanimously carried by Mayor Glidden. 
 
        Provided to the Mayor and Council  
        on December 21, 2017 for approval at  
        the Sine Die Meeting to be held  
        January 2, 2018 
 
        ____________________________ 

Loretta Castano, RMC 
        Borough Clerk  
Prepared by Carol A. Kroepke, RMC      
and Arlene Marie Gray, RMC, utilizing        
recording and the Borough Clerk’s   
notes    
 
Approved at the Sine Die Meeting held January 2, 2018 
Consent Agenda Item No. 9b 
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